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Disaster and Famine Relief

Adventist Community Services Disaster Response 
has been serving the community for years.  In the 
small town of Beaumont, Texas, more than 50 percent 
of homes in some of the communities were destroyed 
as raging waters flooded the area. ACS DR visited one 
senior who pleaded that we come and look at the dam-
age. We went into her home and the smell of mold and 
mildew permeated our nostrils. We stepped through 
the mud that still covered portions of the floor as she 
pointed to where the water had come in her home. As 
we looked at the damage, she pulled out her cell phone 
to show us the river-like stream that ran through the 
house directly where we stood.  We couldn’t help but 
notice the black mold moving its way up the walls of 
her home. Showing concern, we explained that it was 
not safe to live in a building under these types of con-
ditions. She looked at us with earnest eyes and simply 
asked, “Where would you have me go?” We had no 
answer.

Experiencing these types of events convinced ACS 
DR that we needed to find additional ways to help in 
recoveries such as this one. Through many discussions 
with Union leadership, we created a Rebuild Program 
that is presently taking shape in both the Southern and 
Southwestern Unions. While this work is somewhat 
different from our norm, ACS DR is working to address 
needs in our Communities. –Derrick Lea, NAD Adven-
tist Community Services


