
Orrin Frederick Miller was born February 2, 1934 in Nashua, Mn the son of 

Frederick Johann Minnie Augusta (Wilke) Miller.  

He graduated from Elbow Lake High School in 1952. Following graduation, 

he farmed his parents farm until his father death.   On June 23, 1956 Orrin 

was united in marriage to Janice Pearl Fonnest in Tintah, MN.   After their 

marriage the couple moved to Texas where they spent the next few years, 

then moved back to Minnesota. To this union three children were born: Pearl 

Ann (Pam) Miller, Frederick Orrin Miller, and Aliene May Miller. 

Upon returning to Minnesota Orrin attended Granite Falls Technical School 

and received his associate degree. After receiving his degree he taught 

classes at Granite Falls Technical until the family moved to Alexandria, MN 

where he taught Fluid Power at Alexandria Technical College. After a few 

years of teaching Orrin and Janice started their own business in drywall 

construction. It was a true family affair as his children and some of his 

grandkids helped when they could.  Janice died November 19, 1991 after a 

battle with cancer.    

Orrin married Elaine (Langlie) Sternberg on September 16, 2000. When he 

retired, he started Millers Outback Crafts. He did many different wood crafts 

which he and Elaine displayed and sold at craft shows and consignment 

shops. He continued with this until he suddenly became blind in 2019.  

Orrin passed away peacefully at the Galeon of Osakis on Wednesday May 

24, 2023 with his family by his side. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, first wife Janice (Fonnest) Miller, 

daughter Pam Schauf, brothers Marvin, Raymond, and Roy, sisters Sophie 

Neisses, Elsie Rudebeck, Dorothy Pankow, Mildred Berg, and Florence 

Neisses.  

He is survived by wife Elaine, daughter Aliene Miller (Dennis Baker) Sartell 

MN, son Fred Miller Nelson, Mn, stepdaughter Shelly Ludwig, stepson 

Scott Sternberg, grandchildren Melissa (Kelly) Wahl, Shannon (Cedrick) 

Parker, Jason Ruedlin, Nick (Jessica)Schmitz, Andy Schmitz, Matt Schmitz, 

Luke Shauff, Brittany Ludwig, Brett Ludwig, Bryce Ludwig, 4 great 

grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. 
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I’m Free 

Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free, 

I'm following the path God laid for me. 



I took his hand when I heard his call, 

I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, to play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way, 

I've found that peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Ah yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My Life's been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and share with me, 

God wanted me now, He set me free. 
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