
BROTHER AND SISTER CREATE HISTORY AT DARWIN OPEN RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Reminiscent of the outstanding performances of the Martin squash family, Michelle, Rodney and Brett, Geelong siblings Peter French and Sue Dunlop created racquetball history at the inaugural Darwin Open Racquetball Championships, when they won the Men’s and Women’s Open titles respectively, the first time this has been achieved by any two family members in the forty one year history of the sport.
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Sue Dunlop & Peter French

The championships were held at the magnificent twelve court Darwin Squash Centre, which has hosted several national and international squash events since its opening in 2012.

Congratulations and special thanks must be afforded to our first time Tournament Director Kylie Harvey who did a superb job of managing and hosting the event, plus organised a wide range of social events and activities for the interstate and local players.

	SINGLES

	Grade
	Winner
	Runner-Up

	Men’s Open
	Peter French
	Ryan Ashcroft

	Women’s Open
	Sue Dunlop
	Kristel Proctor

	A
	Chris Mouat
	Gary Lowndes

	B
	Kylie Harvey
	

	C
	Chris Fuhrmeister
	Ashley Eckford

	D
	Brian Richards
	Carol Siganto

	E
	Glenys Clarke
	Mark South

	Junior Boys
	Felix Hankoczi
	Nicholas Cappatt

	
	
	

	
	
	



MEN’S OPEN
In the men’s open event top seeded French, who has consistently reached the pointy end of these events, lived up to his seeding when he outpointed Darwin’s Tim Noack, 21/15, 21/13 at the semi final stage and then overcame another Territorian Ryan Ashcroft in the final, 21/18, 21/9, which also catapulted him into top spot on the National Grand Prix rankings for 2018.
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Kylie Harvey & Peter French					Kylie Harvey, Ryan Ashcroft, Tim Noack
WOMEN’S OPEN 
Joining Kristel Proctor and Sue Dunlop in the Women’s Open event was Northern Territory’s top junior female player, eighteen year old Jessica Osborne, who represented Australia at the 2017 World Junior Squash Championships, held in New Zealand.
This was Osborne’s first ever racquetball event, but gauging by her results, in particular her match against second seeded Sue Dunlop which she lost 18/21, 10/21, a distinguished racquetball career also beckons. 
The final was played out between top seeded and 2017 National Grand Prix Circuit champion Proctor, and second seeded Dunlop, who were coming off a marathon ninety minute final at the recent Wangaratta Open in which Dunlop literally fell over line the victor, 22/20 in the third and final game.
On this occasion however Dunlop took control early in both games and was never headed, taking it out 21/11, 21/12, and at the same time moving into equal top position with  Proctor on the current national GP rankings.
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		Kylie Harvey & Sue Dunlop		Kylie Harvey, Jessica Osborne, Kristel Proctor



A/B GRADES
This event was a three player round robin with Kylie Harvey having frightened off all potential opponents in the B Grade event and claiming that title, taking on fellow Territorians Chris Mouat and Gary Lowndes, with Mouat eventually winning a most entertaining A Grade final over Lowndes, 21/19, 21/16. 
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Kylie Harvey, Chris Mouat, Gary Lowndes			Kylie Harvey & Paul Vear
C GRADE
Another young local to show great promise was Ashley Eckford who had the daunting task of overcoming one of the older warriors on the racquetball circuit Lakes Entrance’s Chris “Furry” Fuhrmeister for the C Grade crown, and although on this occasion “Furry” was the victor, it was not without a battle, holding on to win, 21/12, 13/21, 21/17.
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				Kylie Harvey, Chris Fuhrmeister, Ashley Eckford
D GRADE
Another much travelled “warhorse” on the circuit is Adelaide’s top seeded Brian Richards who had to overcome three locals to capture the D Grade title which he achieved and placing him in top position on national GP rankings.
In what turned out to be the event’s climax, Richards overcame Carol Siganto, 21/15, 21/6, with Cathy Solien defeating her Darwin stable mate Rebecca Kopke-Bennett, 21/11, 21/9, to finish in third position.  
[image: ]
				Kylie Harvey, Brian Richards, Carol Siganto
E GRADE
Darwin’s Glenys Clarke and Mark South played out a marathon nail biting final in this event, with Clarke claiming the eighty third point and the match, 22/21, 21/19, with another local Trudy Dixon finishing in third place.
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			                     Kylie Harvey, Glenys Clarke. Mark South

JUNIOR BOYS
This event also contained an  action packed and lengthy final, with Darwin’s Felix Hankoczi coming back from a game down to annex the title over club mate Nicholas Cappatt, 17/21, 21/14, 21/19, and record Darwin’s  fourth singles title of the championships.
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Kylie Harvey, Felix Hankoczi, Nicholas Cappatt
DOUBLES
	Grade		Winner			         Runners-Up

	Open   		K. Proctor/J. Osborne              R. Ashcroft/K. Harvey

	C                           C. Fuhrmeister/B. Richards

	D                           A. Eckford/T.Dixon                  C.Siganto/C. Solien
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                                          Open:  Ryan Ashcroft, Kylie Harvey, Jessica Osborne, Kristel Proctor
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                                             C Grade:       Chris Fuhrmeister, Kylie Harvey, Brian Richards

[image: C:\Users\Paul\Pictures\Racquetball\Darwin Open\IMG_0273.CR2.jpg]
D Grade:  Cathy Solien, Ashley Eckford, Kylie Harvey, Trudy Dixon, Carol Siganto

 Words:  Paul Vear
Photos: Courtesy of Samantha Walker
Special Presenter:  Kylie Harvey
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