Pastor’s Corner – 7-14-2018
Making Marriage Work: Principle 1 – Enhance Your Love Maps
According to the book, “the seven principles for making
marriage work” healthy marriages are ones where the couple has
extensive love maps. What is a “love map,” you ask? Excellent
question.
If you pick up a good road map of North Dakota and take a
look you will find that it contains all kinds of important details. Not
only will it tell you where to find the bigger cities like Fargo and
Bismarck but also the little ones like Burnstad and Bowdon. A good
map will show you interstates and county roads. There will be lakes,
rivers, state parks, national parks, and points of interest. The
purpose of a map is to help you get to where you want to go, and the
more complete the map, the better it will accomplish its purpose.
Similarly, in a good marriage, each person has a wellrounded understanding of the details of their spouse’s life. A strong
love map means you know the big things as well as the little things
about your spouse. You know when your anniversary is and your
spouse’s birthday (big things). But you also know that she doesn’t
like cilantro because it tastes like soap. You know that even a fleck
of pepper will make a dish too spicy for her. You know the names
of coworkers and friends. Deeper than that, you know about hopes,
dreams, fears, and feelings. The more detailed your love map, the
better equipped you will be to navigate life together.
By contrast, marriages where the love maps are incomplete
are headed towards a crisis. One of the first steps towards a loveless
marriage and a disjointed life with your spouse is when you lose
touch with them and their world. If you don’t know those details,
big and small, your love will fade.
The author of the book tells the story of Dr. Rory and his
wife Lisa. Dr. Rory was a pediatrician who was likeable, intelligent,
and warm. Yet when he was asked about the details of his home life
it was discovered that Dr. Rory didn’t know the name of the family
dog or even where the back door of the house was located. He had
lost touch with the details of his spouse’s world that he hardly knew
her anymore. It’s difficult to be in love with someone that you don’t
know.
When couples first get married they often have very
complete love maps. Think about when you first met your spouse or
significant other. You probably spent hours trying to get to know
one another. You learned about all the things they like and dislike.

You asked questions about their past and their dreams for the future.
Unfortunately, as time goes by, people change and it’s all too easy to
stop updating your love maps. Before you know it you have lost
touch and no longer know what makes your spouse tick.
Having strong love maps is also important because it can
help you weather significant changes in your life. Take for instance,
the arrival of a first child. This happy event will radically change the
nature of your home life. It’s not uncommon for priorities to
abruptly change when that little one comes along. Suddenly the
person you came to know and love while you were courting is
dramatically different. If you have strong love maps and have
learned how to keep in touch, then those changes won’t catch you by
surprise and throw you for a loop.
If you find that you might be a little bit weak in this area
there are steps you can take to enhance your love maps. Set a time
for date night where you reconnect. Ask questions again. Relearn
about your spouse. Do whatever it takes to fill the gaps in your
knowledge of your spouse. In Revelation 2 Jesus advises the church
in Ephesus (which had lost its first love) to go back and do the
things they did at first. You can do the same in your relationship.
Go back and do the things you did when you were first falling in
love. Retrace those steps and re-ask those questions. Re-build the
love maps.
The whole point behind this love maps thing is that we need
to make room in our brains for our spouse. We need to partition
some space in our mental hard drives where we store all the
information we can about those we love. The more you know, the
more you can love.
Happy Sabbath
Pastor Tyler

