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Vegetation and fuel dynamics 1n frequently burned mixed conifer forests
Northern Sierra Nevada Range, California

Conclusions
H1: partially supported

* Positive feedbacks:

- Homogenization of vegetation - Higher initial
severity and greater pre-shrub cover -2
significantly higher post shrub cover response.

- High post shrub cover + high reburn severity
—> significantly decreases mixed conifer

basal area.
¢ Alternatively, if reburn severity i1s higher -
decreased shrub cover.

» High severity fire may not necessarily lead to
persistent shrub dominance.

» Treatment has slight effects in decreasing post-
reburn fuel loads.

H2: fully supported

¢ Large trees surviving - Low-moderate reburn
severity 2> promotes forest heterogeneity and
structural diversity =2 negative feedback

» RF and CIT analysis does examine species
composition shifts at this point, trees are pooled.
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