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s “Nothing is going |
to startle us more
when we pass
through the veilto
the other side than
to realize how
well we know
our Father and
how familiar

HIS FACE IS TO US.”
Ezra Taft Benson




So God Made a Rancher

God said, "I need someone who 1is willing to get up every two hours
for three months each spring to check calving heifers, do chores all
day and then not miss the patient-teacher conference that night after
supper. So God made a rancher.

I need somebody strong enough to toss 80-pound hay bales for hours,
yet gentle enough to wipe a tear from his grandson's cheek when his
pet cat dies. Somebody to face a blizzard and understand why the
pickup won't start, miss lunch and be thankful for a late, cold supper.
God said, I need somebody who can watch a four-day blizzard take
half the calves, then have the optimism and spirit to say 'we'll find a
way to keep going:

I need somebody who knows his horse will respond best to a gentle
word and hand. Who can make a halter out of bailer twine, repair a
leaky toilet, re-roof the machinery shed, find the wiring problem in
the tack room and fix fence until he runs out of daylight. So God
make a rancher.

God had to have somebody willing to drive a swather until noon and
then run a bailer until 10 p.m. because rain was forecast, yet be
willing to let his own crops go if his neighbor is sick and has 100 acres
of alfalfa on the ground. So God make a rancher.

God said, I need somebody strong enough to change a tractor tire, yet
gentle enough to help a lamb get its first drink of milk or lose a full
day's work to comfort and care for his cow-dog and constant
companion after it was kicked by a bull.

With a list of work that grows faster than can be accomplished, I need
a man who has wisdom to keep his children understanding what is
important in life. A man with smiling eyes set in a face weathered by
Wyoming winds. I need a man who knows his wife is the most
dependable help he'll every have and somebody who's thrilled to hear
a son say 'l want to be a rancher too. So God made a rancher.

~Bill Sniffin, Journalist, Lander, Wyoming

In Loving Mcmorg

Vaughn T. Hatterthwaite
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