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New Beginnings ...
Words of Hope and Note

Priest

Dear Ones,
| read an article in the January 3, 2018 editiorCtiristian Centutiat piqued
my imagination. The article was written by Amy Frykholm, the daughter of our very
own Tom and Michele Johnson. Amy is an Associate Editor for this thoughtful and
rich bi-monthly publication that | read regularly, as do many of my colleagues. The
article, OWeaving new |ivesdé tells of tw
camp to aid refugees who have made the harrowing journey across the Mediterranean,
fleeing%e dangers of homes in places like Syria, Iraq, and Pakistan for the hope ¢
dhdl,hésimple hope of living in hope. The camp is the Ritsona Refudee
Camp in Greece and it takes in some of the approximately 80,00 refugees who seek
asylum in Greece each year.
The idea born by | AM YOU (based in Greece) and Thistle Farms (based ir
Tennessee) was a program, refugan, which would produce welcome mats from
discarded materials. Life preservers used in their trips across the sea, blankets, and
used clothing were among the many items thought worthy of casting aside, but now
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curiously recycled showing up in bold co
home. (And for refugees, the idea of having a home, let alone a welcome mat, is such a
feast of an ideaé) Each day, groups of S

weaving and talking about their past lives and their future hopes. These women who
are learning to provide for themselves and their families, are developing strong bonds
as women who have lived similar and terrifying lives.

As | write, a new year has begun, and this article beckons to me in the hop
that is inherent in a new year and in the image of a woven mat. This is an importar
year for our congregation. Our ministries will carry on and grow as they have been
but in the midst of that, the work of choosing new clergy leadership will occur. The
next chapter of St. St ephenamthdaresisworktof r on
be done.

The metaphor of woven mats strikes me. The unigue way these mats are
made, not of uniformly chosen or patterned colors and textures, but of the materials of

Sives lived. ‘Ofr congregation is that mat. We are each unique material (notsat
material) with stories of our own lives, each different, some challenging, some gentle
and easy, but woven together into one mat, as it were, by our love of and belief in God,
our weekly worship in the Episcopal tradition, and by our baptismal vows. These
things unite us and give us hope in this new year of possibility. We are today, the
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wor k of Christds body in this place, | wov
new and i mportant year and OWelcomeod|to
0Just keep weavingod is the daily mant

Ritsona camp. The simple act of over and under and over and under binds differing
elements into one. We are one, made of many, and we look to this new year, united,
and with joy and hope.

b Falthfully,

Rilla+
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Deacon

Hillary Rodham Clinton (D), speech on criminal justice at Columbia University,

April 29, 2015

0Though mpewrlyerfti vef the worl dds pop
i's home to 25 prisonpopulation.Not only doesmloerrréntd
overpopulated, underfunded system hurt thasearceratedit alsodigs deeper

into the pockets of taxpaying Amer|i

i Sen. Rand Paul @y.), news release on Web site, March 9, 2015

During Clintondés recent speech on
statistic about the share of prisoners in the United States compared to other

countries. As shown above, she is not the only 2016 presidential candidate tp

have used this comparison. Paul, in his criminal justice proposals with Sen. Cory

Booker (BDN.J.), also uses this figure.

Fact Checker: United States population on July 4, 2014 was 319 million
according to the U.S. Census, abou

Dec. 31, 2011, there were 2.24 million persons incarcerated in the U. S. whic

according to World Prison Population List, published by the U.Kased

Il nternati onal Centre for Prison St
10.2 incarcerated. The United States prison population rate is the highest in
world at 716 persons per 100,000 population. This is up from an approximate
rate of 100 persons per100,000 in 1970, Women have shown a 700 percent
increase in incarceration since 19
women i s the worl dds highest, 65 w
Sentencing Project.

Last month | spoke of the deaconds
who are invisible in society, houseless and indigenous persons. This month
wish to write about the second gathering | went to in Reno, NV. This was a

gathering of deacons from Province VIII of the Episcopal Church. Province V
is made up basically of all the diocese in the states west of the continental di
and includes Taiwan and Micronesia. There were deacons from most of thos
states in attendance

The conference theme was To Set the Captive Free and focused on the how
United States has become the most incarcerated country in the world and th
0school to prison pipelined in whi

children of color out of school and into the juvenile justice then criminal justig
system. Since the oWar on Drugso6 w
incarcerated by all categories have skyrocketed.
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Deacon’ s Corner

(continued

The many questions that need to be answered in all these statistics, which
represent human lives disrupted, suspended and kept from being who they we
gifted and meant to be. Is this way of dealing with humans and their failing hov
God would have us act? The practical side points toward a tremendous waste
human beings and resources.

We are all born with promise and talents and gifts that we were created to use
the good of the world. There is the Jewish word Tikkum, to mend, repad
transform the whole world. There s
peace and justice, 0l was hungry, &
me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed3fhejas naked and
you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and

vi sited me-3606MuMeinad sakl5'Th8 IBest people are those who a
most useful to othersdé he taught tH
and privileges. "People are as eque

| believe that we are called to support people to have the opportunity to be abl
use and hone the gifts they were created with and when we work to obstruct t
we are turning from Goddés dream for

to
at
al |

of those of us in the room and | now pose it to you. Is the church the one or should

we look for another?

Dennis

‘@ Birthdoys & &
‘SSAnniversaries’?’

January Birthdays Ordination Anniversaries

Jan. 5: Melanie W. Jan. 4, 1994 Rev. Dick Scott

Jan. 10: Emilie P. Jan. 19, 1993: Rev. Mary Green

Jan. 13: Roland G. Jan. 25, 1968: Rev. William Seth Adams
Jan. 14: Allison G.

Jan. 18: Val R.

Jan. 24: Samantha H.

Jan. 24: Morgan H.

Jan. 27: Liz H.
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Hey, Bill, Tell Us Something Cool!

What is a Collect?

Every time we celebrate the Holy Eucharist, we pray at least three prayers ¢

ocoll ects. o The first one is known a

in the Prayer Book but this prayer has been know by that name for a long time. The

second collect is called The Collect of the Day. The third one comes at the end of t
Prayers of the People, and this is the starting point for the explanation of the name.

0Collectdé is the noun for of the
inflected differently. COHect and colLECT. The name derives from the location of
this prayer at the end of the biddings in our intercessory prayers. The presiding
minister prays this prayer to collect
we pray for?6 and others were to offe
then the presiding minister would offer a prayer so as to collect all these prayer
intentions.

That explains the name of this kind of prayer. Over time, a collect came to
a particular form. In the same way that certain forms of poems have specific
characteristics, so a collect, rightly so called, has a specific construction.

A collect is composed of three major parts, plus the Amen. Firstly, there the
prayer contains attributes of God on the basis of which we are to pray. This initial
portion ends with a colon. Secondly, the middle of the prayer contains what it is thal
are praying for. This second part of
that . ¢ This moves this portion of th
hope for. This portion is punctuated withasemiol on. The t hi rd
medi ati ondé because it often contains
Lord. ¢ Then comes the communal amen.

One of the finest instances of this collect form is the Collect for Purity that |
mentioned earlier. In the form | will cite, it is at the bottom of page 355 in the Book
Common Prayer.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
secrets are hid:
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Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spitjit, that we

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

| hope you can see quite readily how the prayer is put together and what a f
example it is of the collect form. [l should be quick to say that there are prayers in t
BCP called oO0collectsdé that would not

Although what | have described is accurate as to the construction of a true
collect, it does not reveal where collect writing or collect praying begins. It starts in
second portion, with what it is that we want or need and the outcome we hope for.
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Hey, Bill, Tell Us Something Cool! (continued)

ltds on the basis of t hat want or need
out set . The mediation and the o0amend f

The collect form of prayer serves very well for improvisational prayer. Imagine a
hospital room, where the patient is asked what we should pray for. He says that he nee
peace of mind so he can face his oncoming surgery. Knowing this, we might pray,

t hat
ol |l ow

1s

Gracious God, you give strength of heart and mind for all your creatures: Strengthen

your servant, N, as he prepares for surgery, that he may find peace and a settlec
for the morning; we make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lokdhen.

Having some sense of the structure of a collect gives the one asked to pray a strong anc
familiar framework to rely on, even if caught by surprise.

necessarily more efficacious than the other. At the same time, whether drafted in print

Just as there are all sorts of poetry, so there are also all sorts of forms of prayerzigone

heart

er

time or offered extemporaneously at the moment, collects are our most familiar and seemingly

durable form in our tradition.

For countless years and by countless congregations, collects have carried the hdpes

and wants and dreams of the Church to the Throne of Grace. And so it is with us at St.
Stephends.

Benedicite!

A Celtic ewlYesasri ng

from Harry Anderson

Wow! On Jan. 1, the pews of St. Stephen's were filled to capacity as more than 200 peo

enjoyed "A Celtic New Year's Blessing," an evening of song and poetry performed by that
wonderfully talented Irish mother and sons who filled our sanctuary with their magic once

before, in October 2015Their lilting voices and close harmonies really were a wonderful
blessing as we start this new year, and all of us left feeling hopeful and grateful.

Friends and neighbors then enjoyed our hospitality with a reception in the parish hall

afterwards. Many thanks to those who worked so hard, including Barbara Wihlborg, Miche

Chapman, Bob and Sandy Taylor, and especially Jim and Virginia Wagner, whose
acquaintance with the Irish family through their daughter, poet Libby Wagner, made this
return appearance possible.

We really showed the community who we are that evening loving, generous, welcoming
parish dedicated to helping our neighbors.

And perhaps the best news that came out of the evening wasThis:Whidbey Homeless

Coalition, which received all the donations given by those who attended, raised $3,500 tb

support the Coalition's workFaith Wilder, president of Coalition, wants all of us at St.
Stephen's to know how much our generosity is appreciated.
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Expressions of Gratitude

Thank you, Rev. Bill and Rev. Amy, for the works of love you have
brought into our lives.

The photo rendered on canvas of ol
(designed and crafted by Larry Marcell) which hangs over the stairs,
was done through the efforts of Amy, who brought in a photographer,
who produced a photo that was capable of being substantially enlarged
and reproduced on canvas. It looks wonderful, and is a big part of
welcoming as worshippers enter the north door.  If you enter regularly
through the south door, you need to go take a look.

Bill, as a carpenter (and heds in
built the two new benches that appear next to the two front doors. In
addition, he built one that fills an important place between the two

clergy chairs. Have a look at the craftsmanship of these two handsome
and functional pieces!

We are so grateful for these gifts and for the gifts of Bill and Amy in
our midst!

So, instead of loving what you think is peace, love others and love God
above all. And, instead of having the people think you are warmongers,
hate the appetite and the disorder in your own soul, which are the

causes of war. If you love peace, then hate tyranny, hate greed - but hate
these things in yourself, not in another.

~Thomas Merton
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New Begiénni ngs

Calendar of Upcoming Events

St. St e p hends %p i{un§af Ong.‘?:I 9:3@# %Jr'ryq\r/c?erson and Rev. Rilla Barr

Looking back to the past year and

555 SE Regatta Drive

. forward to the new year, corporately a
Oak Harbor, Washington personally.
98277 § Sunday Jan. 14: 9:30 am The Rev. Dr. Marda Steedman Sanbc

Phone 3602790715
Mailing Address P.O. Box 2754, § Sunday Jan. 21 - 9:-30 am Tom
Oak Harbor, WA. 98277 Church and State
E-mail: ststephensofoakharbor@gmail.con
Website:www.ststephensofoakharbor.org/ 8 Sunday Jan. 28: 9:3

Newsletter compiled by Cindy Geibig

Edited by Mimi Bouchee ..
Continuing Events

§ Tuesdays & Thursdays: 10:00 am
If you have information or any fun phatos

you would like included. in the monthly S Sundays: 10:30 am
newsletter, please contact Cindy Geihig at
cindynkilo@yahoo.com . § Wednesdays: 9:00 am
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Episcopal (
Church N

welcomes )/ou.’

Wherever you are in your life with Gedvhether a hesitant
searcher or a regular churchgeewe invite you to worship
with us and to think of SStephen's as your spiritual home.

We meet in the Main Sanctuary for Eucharist at 10:30 AM each Sunday, followed by fellowship in

Miller Hall. Our office is in the Arame building with All Saints Chapel.

Canon to the Ordinary, on the pastor/
priest call process.

Church and State

Morning Prayer

Holy Eucharist & Sunday Schog
for children

EfM (Education For Ministry
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