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At the conclusion of the service, the family
invites you to join us for light refreshments
downstairs in the Banquet Hall.
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Lydia Jones, born on July 5th, 1954, in Brooklyn, New York, was the daughter |
of Geraldine and Denis Smith. Growing up in a Christian household with her
four siblings, Lydia's life was firmly grounded in her faith from an early age.

Lydia's educational journey began in the New York City public school system,
where she was an exceptional student at P.S. 11 Elementary School and
Rothschild Junior High School. She graduated from Lafayette High School in
Brooklyn and pursued further studies in Health and Science at City College.

At 14, Lydia embraced Jesus Christ as her Savior at Miller Memorial Church of
the Nazarene. Under the guidance of Rev. Clarence Jacobs, she developed a
deep love for God and active participation in church life. Lydia's dedication to
her faith never wavered. Throughout her youth and adulthood, she took on
various ministry and leadership responsibilities, including serving in The
Nazarene Young People's Society, volunteering as a Sunday School Teacher, a
Children's Choir Director, and a Missionary President. Driven by her love for
children, music, and Jesus, she also dedicated over 30 years to serving faithfully
at Vacation Bible School and the Children's Program at Camp Taconic.

Lydia's passion for singing was expressed through her participation in various
choirs, including the Church Choir, The Gospel Teens Choir, His Creation, and
The Crusaders Choir. Beyond her vocal talents, she was also a gifted
songwriter, creating many songs of faith that she cherished and shared with
family and close friends.

Lydia's talents went far beyond her spiritual endeavors. She was a skilled
seamstress, frequently designing and sewing her own clothes, and a dedicated
baker, whose cakes became the highlight of many celebrations. Professionally,
Lydia had a diverse career, working at The New York Experience, serving as a
driving instructor at The Taggart Driving School, and eventually becoming a
license examiner at the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles.

By divine providence, Lydia found the love of her life at Miller Memorial
Church. Their journey began as a childhood friendship, which gradually
blossomed into a beautiful and profound love story. Lydia and Basil Jones were
united in marriage in 1982. Together, they lovingly nurtured and raised two
children, Bradley and Jillian, passing on to them the same enduring love for
God that had always bound their hearts.



. Her life was not without challenges, including caring for her mother after

several strokes, and fighting her own recurring battles with cancer and
congestive heart failure. Despite everything she faced, Lydia never wavered in
her love for GOD and her desire to serve His Kingdom. Evangelism was her
passion and she never missed an opportunity to boldly proclaim the goodness
of GOD to family, friends, and complete strangers. As an ‘Ambassador for
Christ’, Lydia challenged anyone to try Jesus. She remained a steadfast witness
to her last day, sharing His love with everyone she encountered. She was,
indeed, a walking miracle.

On Sunday, June 23rd, 2024, Lydia was called home to glory. She left this world
singing praises to her King, embodying the deep connection she maintained
with Jesus, her Savior, throughout her life.

Lydia's testimony to us is clear: Follow Christ, trust in His guidance, and never
give up. No matter the circumstance or challenge, Lydia would always say,
‘...but GOD!". Her life exemplified the words of 2 Timothy 4:7-8: "I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there
is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to
all who have loved His appearing.”

Lydia is predeceased by her parents, Denis and Geraldine Smith, her sister
Gwendolyn Smith, and her brother Denis Lester Smith. She is survived by her
husband Basil Jones, her son Bradley and daughter-in-love Tamara Jones, and
her daughter Jillian and son-in-love Vishon Garcia, Sr. Her legacy continues
through her grandchildren Zaria, Morgan, Vishon Jr., Dylan, Blake, and
Adonis. Lydia is deeply mourned by her sister, Judy Davis, and her brother,
Charles Smith, Sr. She is also remembered with love by the Smith and Jones
family, including her siblings-in-love, as well as a large extended family of
nieces, nephews, great-grandnieces, great-grandnephews, cousins, and friends.

Lydia's life was a brilliant beacon of faith, love, and unwavering devotion to
Jesus. Her joyful spirit and radiant smile reflected her profound belief that
with God, all things are possible. Though her presence will be deeply missed,
her life and legacy will continue to inspire all who were blessed enough to
know her.




~ ANOTE OF THANKS

On behalf of the family of Lydia Jones, we would like to express our
deepest gratitude for the outpouring of love, support, and
compassion we have received during this difficult time. Your kind
words, prayers, and gestures have brought us immense comfort as
we navigate our grief. Lydia's life was a testament to faith, love, and
service. Her joyous spirit touched everyone she met, and your
shared memories and tributes have been a poignant reminder of the
impact she had on so many lives. We are deeply thankful for each
story, each laugh, and each tear shared in her honor.

To those who joined us in celebrating her life, both in person and in
spirit, we extend our heartfelt appreciation. Your presence and
solidarity have been a source of strength and solace for our family.
We are especially grateful to the clergy, musicians, and staff who
contributed to Lydia's memorial service, making it a beautiful
tribute to her remarkable life. Your dedication and efforts have left
a lasting impression on our hearts. As we remember Lydia and the
love she spread so generously, we find comfort in knowing that she
lives on in each of us. Thank you for standing with us and for being
a part of Lydia's legacy of faith and love.

With sincere gratitude,

The Jones Family

ENTRUSTED TO

Deborah O. Whipper Funeral Services, Inc.
1084 Pacific Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11238
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Share memories, leave condolences, and make -~ \
memorial contributions at
REMEMBERINGLYDIA.ORG




