Remembering the life of...

Marlys Evonne Haagenson, the daughter of Bennie and Alice (Ness)
Haagenson and twin sister to Marlene was born on September 9, 1932 at
Rolette, North Dakota. Her childhood was spent on a farm south of Rolette
with her siblings Boyd, Opal and Marlene. This place along with Ox Creek
Lutheran Church always brought joy to her heart.

Marlys graduated from Rolette High School with the class of 1950. She
continued her education at Minot State Teacher’s College, earning a
Bachelor’s Degree in Education and later a Master’s Degree in Education
at UND, Grand Forks, ND.

She was united in marriage to Lowel A. Johnson on October 8, 1955 in
Rolette. They spent their lives together on the Caledonia Farm, northwest
of Wolford. Marlys’s taught several years at the one-room Union
Township School at rural Rolette. She then began a 27 year teaching
career at Turtle Mountain Elementary School in Belcourt ND.

Teaching was Marlys’s passion. She loved her job and she especially
loved the children in her care all those years of teaching.

Marly’s had many talents and many simple pleasures that brought her
great joy. She loved music and played organ at Ox Creek Lutheran Church
for many years. She always had a music room in her home, and found
great peace and comfort in music. She never turned down a chance to play
board games or cards and was always very competitive. Many evenings
were spent watching basketball on TV. She knew players names and stats.
She never had a favorite team, she usually followed the winningest team of
the season.

Marlys and Lowell did share a great interest in the Hawk Museum, that
Lowell was one of its founders. They dedicated many hours to making it a
well-known attraction throughout the country. Marlys enjoyed
membership in Lambda Thela Alpha Society. In the fall of 2015, after
Lowell’s death on March 23, 2015, Marlys moved to Devils Lake to be
closer to her twin sister Marlene and Marlene’s family.

Of course you never saw Marlys without a faithful canine companion
by her side.

Marlys leaves behind her loving family of nieces and nephews:
MariDon (Jack) Sorum, Michael (Nancy) Tollefson, Marco (Julie)
Tollefson, Marty (Stephanie) Tollefson, Becky Thompson, Larry (Jan)
Haagenson, Paul Haagenson, Miriam (Mark Gilligan) Campbell, Mary
Beth (Bob) Berg, Eric (Deb) Campbell, Jon (Ginny) Campbell, Kent
Campbell, David (Lori) Peterson and Brian (Maria) Peterson and many
great nieces and great nephews and their families.

She was preceded in death by her husband Lowell, parents, twin sister
Marlene (Don) Tollefson and sister Opal (David) Campbell, brother Boyd
(Elna) Haagenson, step son Randy Peterson, niece and nephews Sandra
Tofsrud -Luder, David Haagenson and Ronnie Thompson.

A special thank you to the staff at Eventide for their loving care of our
Aunt Marlys.

In Loving Memory




Trust in the LOrRD with all your heart

and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to Him,

and He will make your paths straight.

PROVERBS 3:5-6

Celebrating the Life of Our Precious
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ENTERED INTO EARTHLY LIFE
Friday, September 9, 1932
Rolette, North Dakota
HOME TO HER LORD AND SAVIOR
Friday, June 7, 2024
Devils Lake, North Dakota
FUNERAL SERVICE
Gilbertson Funeral Home Chapel
Devils Lake, North Dakota
Saturday, June 15, 2024 ~ 11:00 a.m.

OFFICIATING
Pastor Jim Sorum
SPECIAL MUSIC
Congregational Hymns
“It Is Well With My Soul”  “How Great Thou Art”
Mary Beth Berg, Pianist
“ Jesus Loves Me”

Rhonda Gilpatrick and Rita Halvorson, Vocalists
“I Can Only Imagine by Mercy Me”
SPECIAL TRIBUTES
Dan Slaubaugh and Pastor Marty Tollefson
Video Tribute
HONORARY PALLBEARERS
All of Marlys’s Nieces and Nephews
EARTHLY PLACE OF REST

Island Lake Cemetery
Rural Rolette, North Dakota

As Marlys’s family we thank you so much for your presence
today and for your prayerful support over the years. Please join
us for fellowship at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Dining
Hall, 612 14th Avenue, NE immediately following the service.
The meal will be served by Marlys’s Great Nieces and Great
Nephews in her honor and memory.



