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“Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-17 NIV
“Rejoice evermore. Pray with out ceasing. In everything give thanks: for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-17
KJV
This Thanksgiving break I went to Colorado to visit my dad and my stepmom. Last year they decided to move to the Loveland area after having lived
in Paradise, CA for 13 years. We went to my dad’s cousin’s house for our
Thanksgiving meal and, like always, before we began gorging ourselves on all
the delicious food that was set before us, we went around the table and talked
about what we were especially thankful for.
My step-grandpa stated that he was thankful that his daughter and son-inlaw were not living in Paradise when the Camp fire, which started early in the
morning of November 8, blazed its way through town, claiming the prize for
being California’s deadliest and most destructive wildfire in history.
After he had said this, we were again reminded that our hearts were still
grieving for all our friends and family members from Paradise who were
affected by the fire. Many of them are homeless and have lost everything. We
were grieving for Paradise itself too. So much of it was consumed by the fire.
Our old neighborhood, gone. The store where we did most of our grocery
shopping, gone. The park where we took family pictures, gone. The DMV
where I did my driving test and received my first driver’s license, gone. The
church where I was baptized, gone. I have heard many people talk about what
a tragedy this has been. What do the people of Paradise really have to be
thankful for this season?
I would like to bring your attention to something I discovered in 1
Thessalonians 5:16-17 that has helped change my perspective on what it
means to be thankful. I have included both the NIV and the KJV so you can
read and compare the two versions. Focusing on the part about giving thanks,
I prefer to look at the KJV because I believe it makes this point a little clearer.
Do you see what it says there? Does it say, “When times are good give
thanks”? Or even, “Only give thanks for the things that are going well in your
life”? No. It says “In EVERYTHING give thanks.” We are called to be
thankful for the trials of life too, for it is out of trials that faith will grow by
leaAps and bounds. How often do we experience the blessing of being able to
fully rely on God for everything?
Friends, I ask that you join me in continuing to pray for our brothers
and sisters from Paradise, and for all of our brothers and sisters around the
world so that, when we go through trials and our faith is tested, we may
emerge together victorious, with songs of joy, praise, and thanksgiving in
our hearts to our Creator.
Alison Atwood

Promise of the Week– Psalm 63:7
Because you are my helper, I sing for joy in the shadow of your
wings.
Journey to Bethlehem – J2B begins TONIGHT! Load up your family and friends and
head to the 35th Avenue SDA Church to see many of our staff and students take part in this
amazing retelling of the story of the birth of Jesus. Do not have online reservations? No
problem! Walk-ins welcome! J2B runs Nov. 30th – Dec 3rd from 5:00-8:30 pm. See you
there!
NEEDED: Looking for a GREAT way to take an active par t in making YACS the
best school it can be, support your children’s education, and a just plain fun, rewarding
experience? Gather together some friends and join Home and School today OR delve out
there and get to know some amazing people better. You will not regret it!


“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special
work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and
full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16)

Christmas Cookies: If you would like to make cookies to ser ve at the Chr istmas
Program (and earn some volunteer hours to boot!) please go to https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4ca5a92da6f58-christmas to sign up (or let us know in the
office). No time to bake? Ask grandma or perhaps a sister/brother to bake them for you.
More volunteer hours available! Miss Atwood needs some help setting up tr ees for the
Christmas Program. Go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4ca5a92da6f58-trees
and sign up now (or let us know in the office). Thank you!
SA Fun! Next Fr iday, Dec. 7th each classroom is dressing up in some fun holiday theme
from Christmas lights, to sleigh rides, to Christmas in Hawaii. Ask your children what their
classroom theme is and help them join in and have some serious fun!
Christmas Program: This year ’s program is Wed., Dec 12th at 7pm. Be sure to invite all
of your family and friends!
Students need to be in their classrooms by 6:30 pm to prepare to perform.
PK-6th wears black and white and 7-10th wears their new performance uniforms.
School Shirts: Yes, they ar e FINALLY her e! With our just now totally for med office
staff, they were not exactly on the top of the priority list. Thank you for your patience and
understanding!

HOT LUNCH : Mon-Thurs $4, Pizza $1.50/slice Hot lunch tickets are available
in the office for $20 and pizza tickets for $15.

Monday — Pasta
Wednesday — Lentils
Tuesday — Waffles/Oatmeal Thursday — Haystacks
& Fruit
Friday — Pizza

What’s Coming Up
Nov. 30-Dec. 3: J our ney to Bethlehem
December 8: PF Outreach-fruit Baskets

December 12: Chr istmas Concer t
December 14 –Jan. 1: Chr istmas Vacation
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