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Wayne Lee Vander Vorste, son of Lloyd and Alvina 
(Lauinger) Vander Vorste, passed away on February 20, 
2020 at his home in Alexandria, MN. 
 
Wayne was born on June 21, 1952 in Bismarck, ND and 
grew up on a family farm with his two brothers, Craig 
and Daryl, outside of Pollock, SD. His active involvement 
on the farm shaped his exceptional work ethic and 
inspired a lifelong appreciation for the outdoors. He 
attended Pollock High School, where he played football, 
basketball, and ran track, before graduating in 1970. 
 
Wayne earned a degree in Range Management from 
South Dakota State University, graduating in 1975. He 
married Mary Jo Bibby of Brookings. They had two 
children, Emily and Ross. 
 
As long-time residents of Pierre, Wayne and his family 
loved sailing in the summer and ski trips to the Black 
Hills in the winter. He enjoyed fishing and hunting, 
especially annual pheasant hunts on the McKay farm 
near Miller. He played city league basketball for many 
years. Golfing became his passion in retirement with 
friends and Ross at Hillsview Golf Course. He also 
bowled in several leagues. 
 
Wayne had a 32-year career as a soil scientist and 
resource conservationist in Woonsocket, Chamberlain, 
Ipswich, and Pierre. During his career, he developed a 
vast knowledge of native plants and dedicated himself to 
preserving South Dakota’s rangelands and wetlands. He 
retired from the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
in 2011. 
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Wayne married Janet Morse in 2009 and they purchased 
an acreage outside of Pierre together. He became an avid 
gardener and enjoyed canning salsa. After retirement, 
Wayne worked part-time for five years at Feeding South 
Dakota, delivering food donations to small communities 
throughout the area. In 2018, he relocated to Alexandria 
to be closer to his family. 
 
Wayne was preceded in death by his parents and brother 
Daryl. He is survived by his children Emily (Andy) Siira 
of Brandon, MN and Ross (Hong Tran) Vander Vorste of 
La Crosse, WI; brother Craig Vander Vorste of Holtville, 
CA; Mary Jo Bibby; Janet Morse; grandchildren Wesley, 
Tyler, Lacey, and Huck Siira, expected baby Vander 
Vorste; and his life-long friend Donovan Renner of 
Central City, SD.  
 
A visitation will be held on Sunday, February 23, 2020 
from 5-7 PM at the Anderson Funeral Home with a 
Prayer Service at 5 PM on Sunday. 
 
A Celebration of Life in South Dakota will be held this 
summer for Wayne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


