Graveside Service nf oving M emory

Empire Cemetery Connie Jean Decker

Galva, Kansas February 25, 1936 ~ September 5, 2021
Saturday, March 26, 2022, at 10:30 AM

Officiating Clergy
Rev. Mike Miller

i T "3
i Special Music

"Amazing Grace" & "Angel"
Michelle King, vocalist

Memorial Donations
Memorial donations may be given to the American

5% / Cancer Society in loving memory of Connie.
Appreciation & Reception

The family wishes to express their sincere
appreciation for all your prayers and kindness,
evidenced in thought and deed, and for your presence
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John 14:27 at this service.

Peace I leave with youw; my peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled

and do not be afraid.

A public reception and celebration of life gathering
will be held from 12:30 to 2:30 PM, Saturday, March
26, in the McPherson Opera House Grand Ballroom.

Stockham Family Funeral Home



A Celebration of Life
Connie Jean Decker

Connie Jean Decker, of Issaquah, WA, died peacefully at
Swedish Medical Center-Cherry Hill in Seattle, WA on
Sunday, September 5, 2021. She was 85 years of age.

Connie Decker was born on February 25, 1936 in
McPherson, Kansas, the eldest daughter of Clarence and
Bertha Tector. She was raised in Galva, Kansas, and
graduated from Galva High School. Connie received a
scholarship to Emporia State Teachers College, where she
attended her freshman year. She later attended Lake
Washington Vocational Technical School to receive
Medical Secretary and Medical Assistant training. Connie
worked in various fields, from a secretary at Air Force
Contract Beech Aircraft Corporation in Wichita, Kansas to
a medical office manager in Kirkland, Washington.

Connie married her high school sweetheart Irvin B. Decker
on August 26, 1956. Connie’s husband Irvin served as a
pilot with the United States Air Force from June 1959 to
July 1964. After leaving the Air Force, Irvin and Connie
moved their family to Bellevue, Washington, where Irvin
was employed as a Production Test Pilot with the Seattle
Boeing Company.

Connie was a devoted homemaker, raising her two
daughters and volunteering with activities. She was a
member of the Bellevue Newcomers Welcome Wagon
Club, where she held the offices of Vice President and
Secretary. She was also in a bowling league, Children’s
Orthopedic Hospital Guild, and a Girl Scout Leader for
her daughters’ Girl Scout Troop.

Throughout her adult life, Connie loved playing bridge.
Connie also took up plastic canvas needlepoint and
enjoyed making Barbie furniture for her granddaughters.
Connie’s four grandchildren were her pride and joy. She
cherished the time she spent with her daughters and
their families on six cruises to Alaska (twice), Hawaii,
Mexico, the Caribbean, and New England & Canada. She
also enjoyed traveling with Irvin on his Boeing trips to
Europe, Australia and Asia. After retirement in 1990,
Irvin and Connie spent three years visiting all 48
contiguous states in their motorhome. They also
traveled to Iceland and Greenland, one of Connie’s
favorite trips. More than anything, Connie loved playing
games with her daughters and their families at family
reunions. She was thrilled to finally meet her great
granddaughter Peyton at the most recent reunion on
Whidbey Island last Memorial Day weekend.

Irvin and Connie moved to Providence Point, Issaquah in
1998. Connie made many new friends and enjoyed a
variety of social activities, including bridge and hula
dancing. Connie’s husband Irvin preceded her in death
on June 13, 2010; Connie’s sister Shirley McKinney
preceded her in death on October 4, 2020.

Survivors include her daughters, Brenda Asheim of
Carnation, Washington, and Carla Smith of Inver Grove
Heights, Minnesota; two brothers, Larry Tector of Galva,
Kansas, and Kendall Tector of Wichita, Kansas; four
grandchildren, Tara Saunders, Brenton Smith, Christine
Smith and Brandon Asheim; and two great-
grandchildren, Peyton and Cade Saunders.

I'd like the memory of me

To be a happy one of, Z

when life is done
I'd like to leave an echo
Whispering softly down the ways

Of happy times and laughing times

And bright & sunny days

I'd like the tears of those who grieve,
To dry before the sun

membiLes
that I leave

When life is done

Honor



