
 
 

 

Michael George Ethier was born in Crookston, 
Minnesota on October 7, 1957. He was the one boy in the 
middle of five sisters, and he bore this burden (most days) 
with grace. He was a good brother and loving son - a 
cheerful, simple soul whose pleasures in life included 
watching the Minnesota Twins, the Minnesota Vikings, the 
Minnesota Wild and, when there wasn’t a game on, The Price 
is Right and Wheel of Fortune. He liked soda pop, snacks 
and playing pool; he liked talking to people and retelling 
tales. Mike had an especially excellent memory for the good 
ol’ days in Ortonville, Minnesota, especially memories that 
involved cool cars and classic rock.   
 

Michael’s greatest joy, however, was his family. A good day 
for Michael included a visit from one of his sisters, brothers-
in-law, or nieces and nephews. A great day included Dairy 
Queen.  
 

Michael loved God and his Catholic faith. He prayed the 
rosary daily and had a special affection for the Luminous 
Mysteries, even if it was hard for him to keep them straight. 
“Do you know the Luminous mysteries?” he would always 
ask. “They’re hard to remember but I have a book!” What a 
beautiful gift for Michael to enter eternal life on Christmas 
Day. Now he knows those Luminous Mysteries! Now he is 
joyfully living them.  
  
He is survived by his sisters, Yvonne Ward, Linda Baskerville, 
Renee (Jim) Griffith, Mary (Kelly) Dalzell, and Margaret (John) 
Berns; nieces, Tricia (Dusty) Veldkamp,  Jacqueline (Cisco) 
Raatz,  Danielle (Jesse) Lindemer,  Aimee (Mike) Flaa, Alexis 
(Dillon) Peltier, Tracee (Jason) Kelsch, Marissa (Mike) 
Anderson, Jenna (Matt) Smaby, Maria Berns and Avila Berns; 
and nephews, Eric Johnson, Alex Baskerville, Adam (Emily) 
Ward, Brandon (Elyce) Griffith, Leigh (Angie) Griffith, Jon 
(Brittany) Griffith, Joey Dalzell, John Michael Berns, Stephen 
Berns, Anthony Berns and Nicholas Berns.  
 

Michael is preceded in death by his beloved parents and card 
partners, George and Rita Ethier; his trustworthy and kind 
brother-in-law, Bill Ward; and his sweet nieces Kellee Johnson 
and Camille Berns.  
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In Loving Memory 

Michael G. Ethier 

 
Born 

October 7, 1957 - Crookston, Minnesota 

 
Passed Away 

December 25, 2022 - Breckenridge, Minnesota 

 
Age 

65 Years    2 Months    18 Days  

 
Funeral Service 

4:00 PM - Friday, December 30, 2022  
Joseph Vertin and Sons Funeral Home 

Breckenridge, Minnesota 

 
Officiant 

Fr. Michael Hickin 

 
Interment at a Later Date 

Calvary Cemetery 
Wahpeton, North Dakota 

 
 
 

Vertin~Munson Funeral Home - Wahpeton, ND 
Funeral Directors:   Dustin Turner, Whitney Demaras,  Shanna Grumbles 

www.vertinmunson.com 

 “For unto us a child is born,  
unto us a son is given.”  

 

Isaiah 9:6  


