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   Fisherman’s Prayer 

God grant that I may 

Live to fish, 

Until my dying day, 

And when it comes 

To my last cast, 

I then most humbly pray, 

When in the Lord’s 

Safe landing net, 

I’m peacefully asleep, 

That in his mercy I be judged, 

As big enough to keep. 



W illis Greeley was born on June 16, 1933 to Donald and Neva (James) 

Greeley in Madelia, Minnesota. He attended school until the eighth 

grade when he was needed full time on the family farm. Shortly after 

turning eighteen, Willis was drafted into the United States Army and was 

stationed in Baltimore, Maryland. There, he met and married Gladys 

Pritchett and the two were married and would quickly welcome eight 

boys.  

Shortly after their marriage, Willis and Gladys left Maryland for  

Minnesota. They spent a short time back in Madelia before settling on 

the farm a short distance from Holmes City. Willis and his boys loved the 

farm life -- driving tractors, taking care of livestock and pets, and  

especially gardening. 

In 1980, after his boys had all grown up and left the farm, Willis retired 

from farming and started welding and driving truck for Lowry  

Manufacturing. During this time, he moved around quite a bit before  

remaining in the Bertha, Minnesota area for the last decade. 

As he aged, Willis remained an avid gardener and fisherman. He loved 

going to watch the races at Viking Speedway in Alexandria and kept up 

with his dancing every Saturday until Covid. Willis also greatly enjoyed 

attending flea markets and visiting with all the different vendors and 

shoppers. He loved caring for his animals, especially his beloved poodle 

Susie. 

Willis remained very active, even after his heart attack that took place on 

his 90
th

 birthday this June. In February Wills started experiencing health 

complications and was hospitalized at CentreCare in Long Prairie, MN 

where he passed away on Sunday, March 10, 2024; he was 90 years old. 

Willis is survived by his sons: Mike (Brenda) Greeley of Avon, Dennis 

Greeley of Tracy, Dan (Karen) Greeley of Morris, Sam (Marsha) Greeley of 

Hoffman, Steven Greeley of Fridley, Robert Greeley of Glenwood, 

and David Greeley of Columbia Heights; many beloved grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren; as well as many  

other relatives and friends. He is preceded in death by his parents,  

Donald and Neva Greeley; infant son, Gregory; as well as many other 

friends and family.  
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