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Scripture Reading.........cccceveeeceecerverecnecersensenecnnneenee. Minister 2
Hymn | Songs: e

So In Love With You: The MHD Project
(Michael Myco Johnson, Drums & Vocals; Holly Hoverston, Key-

boards & Vocals; and Dave Randon, Bass & Vocals).
You Are The Sunshine of My Lifte: (The MHD Project)

ObItUATY.c..ceveecrerecrecnecnenreneneneeneeseeseesnennenneeneenee (R€Ad  Silently)
“Soft Music”
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Honoring Annie (Two MINUTE REMARKS)

Wil

o | ik

T - - = [ L B SONEZ..ccrrerrerrererrenreseesennennennnneee Maria Caddell-Harris, Soloist
SV L | g Recessional...............................Cleaves C.M.E. Vocal Choir
LeRSTE “I Just Want To Praise You”
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“When Someone You Love Becomes A Memory; The Memory Becomes A Treasure.”
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LIFE'S JOURNEY

ANNIE “LOUISE” BUTLER-JOHNSON:
Mother, Grandmother, Friend, and Servant.

“Trust In Jehovah with all your heart,
and do not lean upon your own understanding.
In all your ways take notice of him,
and he himself will make your paths straight.”
Proverbs 3:5-6

Annie Louise Johnson, commonly known as “Louise”, was born

August 16, 1925, in Durham, North Carolina to Robert Butler and Ger-

trude Wilcher. They had a total of eight children (four boys and four
girls). They were Robert Lee (Robbie), Ethel Lee, DeWitt, Ola Mae,
Salle Mae (Aunt Sal), James (Uncle Top), John T., and Louise, who was
called aftectionately, “Black Gal”. As a child, Louise attended Lyon
Park Elementary School, and Hillside High School in Durham, N.C.
Louise’s oldest sister, Sallie Mae Anderson (Aunt Sal), said; “Louise
was spoiled, just spoiled... she could get anything from anyone, she
wanted, anytime she wanted. She wasn’t so much of a brat, but she
was just loved...loved by everyone.” And Yes, she was!!!

Louise ‘s mother, Mrs. Butler, passed away in 1932 when she was a
young child, and her tather passed when she was eleven years old.
The children were sent to Washington, D.C. to live with their Aunt
Sarah Hill, where they developed and were instilled in a deeper sense
of closeness for, and between family members. During her last tew
years in High School, Louise moved to Detroit, Michigan, to live with
her Aunt Lizzie and Uncle Buck. And yet again, she would be needed
to help her ailing Grandfather, Mr. William Wilcher, and returned to

North Carolina. During that time in Durham, she met the love of her
lite, the handsome Conway B. Johnson Sr., of Hope, Arkansas; who

was serving in the U.S. Army. While sweeping her off her feet, he later
proposed matrimony and on February 09, 1945, they were united as
man and wife. The happy couple moved to Dallas, Texas where they
gave birth to their first born: Shirley Ann in 1946, tfollowed by Conway
Jr., also known as “Butch” who was born in 1948. Unftortunately, while
serving in the U.S. Army, Conway became ill with respiratory prob-
lems and was sent to Fitzsimmons Army Hospital in Denver, Colora-
do, where he remained for 18 months. Louise stayed in Dallas, raising
the children as a single parent with the assistance of her Father &
Mother In- Law, the Reverand Chauncey & Wanita Johnson. Louise
always said; “I don’t worry about anything; God is with me.” Her spiri-
tual journey began at an early age, but blossomed when she joined her
Father-In-Law, the Reverend C.B. Johnson at his church; the Magnolia
C.M.E. church of Dallas, Tx.

There she was a member of the choir and with her strong contralto
voice, was featured often as a soloist. In 1953, along with their two
young children, Louise moved to Denver, Colorado to join Conway Sr.,
where she began searching for a church home. A tamily member sug-

. gested she visit Cleaves C.M.E. of Denver, which was led by the late

Pastor Bunton, and after visiting the church, she telt at home and
joined Cleaves. In 1956, the family was blessed with their third and
final child, Michael David. And now, the Johnson tamily was com-
plete, or so thought. In the early seventies, after being contacted by
her sisters and brothers (Sallie Mae Anderson, Ola Mae McNell,
James (“Uncle Top”) Butler, and DeWitt Butler), who informed her
that their older sister Robbie had died, leaving their nephew James
Borland, alone to raise eleven children. Led by her deep-rooted sense
of family; Louise and Michael, with the support of Conway Sr., went to
Maryland. In doing her part in keeping the tamily together, Louise ac-

 cepted one of the eleven children, Margaret Borland, her niece.

She returned to Denver bringing Margaret with her to raise as a
second daughter; and sister to Shirley Ann, Conway Jr., and Michael
David. Although challenged with the problems of marriage, Louise
and Conway Sr. remained married for 59 years until his untimely
death in 2004. Michael said, “The final five years, were the happiest I
saw my mother and father. They truly loved and knew each other”.

SPIRITUAL JOURNEY:

Louise loved the church and Cleaves in particular. She loved the
members of the church, and the community it served. Louise served
in various capacities including treasurer and was thought of as the
“Church Mother”, where she served for over 50 years. Although
Louise remained an active and dedicated member of Cleaves, she
wanted to know the truth and would have Bible studies with Shirley,
Michael, and several other members of the Christian congregation of
Jehovah’s Witnesses. She would often refer to God, by His English
translated name, Jehovah! And yes, although she was continually
learning, she truly loved Jehovah God and His son Jesus Christ!

Pillar In The Community & The First at Many (Louise was a servant):

Louise never met a stranger! Even at the beautiful age of 97 years old, =3

she could walk into a room and it would light up. Louise enjoyed
tamily, friends and, parties. She could be seen “cutting a rug” or danc-
ing the night away. She especially loved being around and helping
young people. Truly it was said, that Louise lived her life serving and
caring for others. She fed and clothed the homeless. She was mother
to the motherless. And she was friend to the tfriendless. And without
a doubt, she was the Church Mother of her cherished Cleaves Memo-
rial CME Church. Louise was also the first at many things. To name a
few; she was the first Black coat check at the exclusive Gotham and
Stanley Hotels. The first Black woman to serve as President of the Five
Points Business Association.

Loy 4

" Served as President of The Colorado CUEE’s. And the first Black

woman to own a clothing store in the heart of the Five Points; Welton
Department Store, which later became Family Fads. At each store,
Louise granted unearned credit, gave suits, apparel, and whatever else
was needed. Louise was known for her loving and giving heart.

Louise fell asleep in death Friday, July 28, 2023, at the EIm Haven/Gen-
esis Nursing Home, after experiencing several minor strokes, which
placed her in short term home hospice, betore being transterred to
Elm Haven. Louise was the last of the “Family Elders” and was preced-
ed in death by her sister Robert Lee Borland, Durham, North Carolina;
Sallie Mae Anderson, Fairmont Heights, Maryland; Ola Mae McNeil,
Seat Pleasant, Maryland; James “Uncle Top” Butler, Washington, D.C.;
DeWitt Butler, Washington D.C.; and John T. Butler of Washington,
D.C.: Louise will be laid to rest with her beloved husband, Conway
Bertrand Johnson Sr., at Fort Logan National Cemetery. May they rest
in peace, until Jesus Christ returns and ushers in Jehovah God’s new
system. Here on earth and in heaven! We so look forward to that day,

when we’ll see all of our loved ones again, who have fallen asleep in
death!!!

Survivors:

Louise is survived by:

Three Children: Shirley Ann Wright ot Aurora, Colorado; Conway B.
Johnson Jr. Denver, Colorado; and Michael (Myco) David Johnson,
Denver, Colorado.

One Niece/Daughter: Margaret Borland, Denver, Colorado.

Seven Grand Children: Roger Fralin, Sacramento, Calitornia; Treiva
M. Johnson, Denver, Colorado; Natika Mosley, Denver, Colorado; Ryan
Wright, Brighton, Colorado; Tyree Tindall, Dallas, Texas; BreOnna

Clanton, Aurora, Colorado; and Immanuel M. Johnson, United States
Naval Academy (USNA), Annapolis, Maryland.

Fifteen Great Grand Children: Andrea Fralin, Sacramento, California;
Joseph Migliaccio, Sacramento, California; Keaira Fralin, Sacramento,
California; Deja Williams, Parker, Colorado; Dyonna Perez, Aurora,

Colorado; David Williams, Denver, Colorado; Orlando Mosley, Mont- j
gomery County, Maryland; Natavia Mosley, Montgomery County

Maryland; Micayla Addei, Montgomery County, Maryland; Aa’Niyah
Jordan, Denver, Colorado; Aaron Jordan, Denver, Colorado; Asia
Jordan, Denver, Colorado; Lake Clanton, Aurora, Colorado; Blaze
Clanton, Aurora, Colorado, and Stone Clanton (twins), Aurora, Colo-
rado.

Three Great Great Grand Children: Jamal Williams, Parker, Colorado;

~ Jeremiah Williams, Parker, Colorado; and Jenesis Williams, Parker,

Colorado.

And a host of Nieces, Nephews, In-Laws, Dear Friends, Straw Daugh-
ters & Sons.
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