IN MEMORIAM

FRANCES “FRAN” PAULINE HILLIER
May 31, 1933 - August 23, 2024

“How very good and pleasant it is
when kindred live together in unity!”

Psalm 133:1



OBITUARY

Frances “Fran” Pauline (Nelson) Hillier, 91, of St. Paul, MN, died on Friday, August
23,2024, at Sanford Hospice House, Fargo, ND. She was born at home in the midst
of the Depression on May 31,1933 in West St. Paul, MN, to Nels and Nellie (Nelson)
Nelson. A life-long Lutheran and resident of Minnesota, Fran was baptized at St
John’s, Rosemount, confirmed at Gloria Dei, St Paul, and graduated from Marshall
High School, also in St Paul.

On Sunday, July 17, 1938 (unsure as to how or why she was chosen) Fran had

the honor of presenting flowers to Crown Princess Louise Alexander during an
appearance at the State Fairgrounds by the Swedish Royal Family. “A cute little girl
dressed in Swedish costume presented the Crown Princess with a gorgeous bouquet
of roses” (Minneapolis Star & Tribune, July 18, 1938).

Suffering from depression, Fran’s mother was “committed” in August of 1940 and her
elder sister, June, became a surrogate mother to Fran and her brother, Jerry. During
6th Grade, Fran started babysitting and house cleaning to help with living expenses,
and at 15, (by telling them she was 16), she got her first real job as a candy girl at the
Oxford Theater. Ironically, until then, she would go to that same theatre and pretend
she was under 12 to get the children’s rate. While working there she met James “Jim”
Hillier, a dashing usher, whom she would later marry on June 4, 1955. She also began
working as a typist at Scheuneman’s Department Store, saving money to attend
college.

Upon graduating high school in 1951, Fran began her professional career as a
stenographer at American Hoist and Derrick. In the Fall of 1952, she entered the
University of Minnesota to pursue a degree but quickly ran out of funds. She then
took a full-time job with KSTP Television until her marriage. After the birth of

her two daughters, Fran worked at home until Nancy and Kath could take care of
themselves. She then went on to work for St. Paul Companies/Travelers for the next
20 years.



After her divorce in 1983, Fran began volunteering for a number of charities and
organizations. She formally retired in 1991 and in that same month bought her own
home on Blair Avenue in St. Paul and volunteered at the Special Olympics (ushering at
the opening night Prince concert in the Metrodome).

She ultimately became a regular and beloved volunteer at St. Mark Lutheran Church
on West 7th, St. Paul; the Minnesota Historical Society in St Paul; and the Swedish
Genealogy Society of Minnesota, of which she was a founding member and past
president.

Fran loved to travel, visiting many places with her cousin, Pauline, including Australia,
New Zealand, Alaska, Europe and multiple trips to Sweden where she explored her
own heritage, eventually publishing her own genealogical journey. She also travelled
extensively throughout England and Scotland with other family members.

Fran showed unconditional love to everyone she met, but especially to her
grandchildren who loved her dearly. She was kind, supportive, encouraging, generous
and inexhaustibly patient with all of us. She will be missed, but forever in our hearts.

Fran is survived by her children, Nancy (Simon) Hillier-Fensom and Katherine
Hillier; grandchildren, Brittany, Evan, Gregory (Abbie), and Catherine (Dan); great-
granddaughter, Layla; and many other loving relatives and friends. She is preceded in
death by her parents; her siblings, and an infant sister.

Memorial Service 1pm, September 5, 2024 - Trinity Lutheran, Moorhead
Interment Service 1pm, September 12, 2024 - Roselawn Cemetery, Roseville
A light lunch will be served immediately following both services. All welcome!

Memorials preferred in lieu of flowers to the following organizations: Sanford Hospice
House; Alzheimer’s Association; Swedish Genealogical Society of Minnesota; or
Trinity Lutheran Church Building Fund.

The Memorial Service will be live-streamed through Trinity’s Facebook page
and archived on their website at www.trinitymhd.org or available live at www.
wrightfuneral.com where you can also find a guestbook.



MEMORIAL SERVICE
1:00pm - September 5, 2024

Trinity Lutheran Church
210 7th Street S. Moorhead, Minnesota, 56560

(The congregation is invited to participate at those places marked with bold print.)

PRELUDE MUSIC

OPENING RITE

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his.

Thanks be to God.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “O God Beyond All Praising” #8380

INVOCATION

PRAYER

WELCOME



WORDS FROM THE FAMILY

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
I Corinthians 2:1-9
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39

HYMN  “Children of the Heavenly Father” #781
Soloist sings verse 1 (Swedish)
Congregations sings verses 2-4

SERMON

HYMN “You Have Come Down To The Lakeshore” #817

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS

Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER (sung)

COMMENDATION
SENDING HYMN  “For All The Saints” #422
PARTICIPANTS
Liturgist Rev. Matthew Peterson
Lector Deacon Kathy Hunstad
Preaching Rev. Walter Wietzke
Organist Andrew Steinberg
Soloist Melissa Peterson
ARRANGEMENTS

Wright Funeral Home Moorhead, Minnesota



INTERMENT SERVICE
1:00pm - September 12, 2024

Roselawn Cemetery

803 Larpenteur Avenue W.
Roseville, Minnesota, 55113

WELCOME

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING
REFLECTION

PRAYERS

Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

COMMITTAL
LORD'S PRAYER
BLESSING

BENEDICTION

Lunch to follow in the private room at Gabes by the Park,
991 Lexington Pkwy N, Saint Paul, MN 55103.
All are welcome!
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