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Dear Friends:

We look forward to welcoming you all to Columbus, Ohio for the 35th Annual 
North American Gay Volleyball Championships! 

This year, 94 teams (35 B, 43 BB and 16 A) will compete in NAGVA 
Championships.

On behalf of the North American Gay Volleyball Association and the local host 
committee, we would like to wish you all a fantastic tournament experience –
on and off the courts!

Along with great volleyball, the local committee, gracious volunteers and our 
great sponsors, will be hosting several exciting social events – don’t miss the 
opportunity to check out all that Columbus has to offer. 

Included in this tournament guide is detailed information about our upcoming 
Championships’ experience. Please take the time to review, and as always, if 
you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
columbus@nagva.org. 

We are excited to see you all soon, and we wish you safe travels to Columbus! 

Jason Fallon Brian Crumby
President Vice President

Lew Smith Mark Ebel
Treasurer Secretary 

NAGVA Board of Directors Local Tournament Committee 

WELCOME
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Dear NAGVA Members, 

Welcome to Columbus, Ohio! It should be a fun Memorial Day weekend and we’re thrilled to 

have you in the Buckeye state where we like to say, whatever it is that you’re looking for, you’ll 

Find It Here. Columbus is easy to get around, whether on foot, by bicycle, bus or car. We have a 

vibrant Uber presence and a fantastic public transit system which includes COTA’s CBUS, 

offering free transport daily through the heart of downtown. 

When you’re not competing, I encourage you to visit the Short North Arts District, just steps 

from the Greater Columbus Convention Center! You’ll find delicious food, spectacular art, 

charming boutiques and excellent people watching.

If you have the time to venture out, I suggest you explore more of our city by visiting any of our 

many distinctive neighborhoods. Adjacent to the south is German Village which boasts brick 

streets, excellent eateries, and a magnificent park with beautiful gardens. The University 

District just two miles north of downtown is home to the one of the nation’s largest 

institutions, The Ohio State University, “The Shoe” where its football team plays, and world-

class contemporary arts hub – the Wexner Center.

I wish you success in your championships and hope that you have an enjoyable stay! Please go 

to Ohio.org for more information. You can also download our free 2017 Official Ohio Travel 

Guide onto your smartphone. Thank you for visiting Columbus and we look forward to 

welcoming you again in the future!

For The Good of Ohio, 

Mary L. Cusick

Director, TourismOhio



Dear North American Gay Volleyball Association athletes, fans, coaches and officials:

On behalf of the City of Columbus and the Greater Columbus Sports Commission, it is my honor 
to welcome the North American Volleyball Association (NAGVA) Championships back to our 
city. 
It was tremendous to have the NAGVA Championships here in 1998 and as a city that was 
recently named a national leader for LGBTQ equality, we are excited to host this tournament 
and continue our long-standing commitment to bringing diverse and inclusive sporting events 
to Columbus.

The 2017 NAGVA Championships join the annual NAGVA Labor of Love Volleyball classic, the 
2010 and 2015 North American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance (NAGAAA) Gay Softball World 
Series, the 2017 NAGAAA Cup and the annual Gay and Lesbian Tennis Alliance (GLTA) Columbus 
Classic as other notable LGBTQ sporting events hosted in Columbus.

Columbus has grown so much since 1998 and we can’t wait for you to experience all that our 
city has to offer. You will enjoy the results of our $125 million expansion and full renovation at 
the Greater Columbus Convention Center (GCCC) being in the final stages. We believe the GCCC 
has hosted more volleyball events over more than two decades than any other convention 
center in the country; yet another reason why Columbus is known as “The Volleyball Capital of 
the Midwest.”

Beyond sports, Columbus continues to gain growing recognition for being one of the best cities 
in the country because of our great communities, districts and neighborhoods featuring world-
class shopping, restaurants, entertainment and attractions. You will see that our hospitality 
partners are eager to welcome everyone to our great city and help you with anything you need.

Thank you for contributing to our sports community at such a high level. We look forward to 
hosting you! 

Sincerely,

Linda Shetina Logan
Executive Director 
Greater Columbus Sports 
Commission







Location & Transportation
Hyatt Regency Columbus is located in the heart of downtown Columbus, 
connected to Greater Columbus Convention Center and one block away from 
Nationwide Arena. The hotel is steps from the Short North Arts & 
Entertainment District, and the Scioto Mile. Uber, Lyft or a taxi are the 
recommended transport options, as the airport is 6 miles from hotel. 

Hotel Details
NAGVA is proud to partner with the Hyatt Regency Columbus, as the official 
host hotel of NAGVA Championships XXXV. The hotel is connected to the 
playing facility / convention center and within walking distance of many bars, 
restaurants and other entertainment options. 

Check In time is at 3:00 pm and Check Out time is at 12:00 pm. 

All players staying at the host hotel will receive discounted self parking at $15 
in the Chestnut Street Garage.

All players will receive complimentary wireless internet access in their 
guestrooms.

The hotel offers a 24-hour fitness center and a pool open from 6:00 am-
10:00 pm, lobby bar, various dining options, a full-service concierge and more.

Players will receive a 10% discount in Market Street Café when you mention 
that you are with NAGVA.

Registration will take place at the host hotel on Thursday, May 25.

HOST HOTEL
Hyatt Regency Columbus

350 North High Street
Columbus, OH  43215

614-463-1234



PLAYING VENUE
Greater Columbus
Convention Center 

400 North High Street 
Columbus, OH  43215

The Greater Columbus Convention Center (HALL B)  is the host facility for 
NAGVA Championships XXXV. The facility is attached to the host hotel.

Concessions will be available for purchase. No outside food or beverage is 
permitted.

Parking is available via garage and surface parking lots. Parking is $8-$10 per 
entry. Overnight parking is not permitted. 

Please plan properly and provide yourself enough time to transport and access 
the Convention Center, as late teams will forfeit accordingly. 



VISIT OUR VENDORS IN HALL B 
DURING NAGVA CHAMPIONSHIPS



A SPECIAL THANKS TO…
LOCAL TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE

Jason Fallon

Jennifer Hill

Jeff Redfield

Deryk Frole

Rob Younkman

Chad Lusher

Shane White

Tim Boyer

Tim Martin

All Other Local Volunteers

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 

Svedka

Axis

Union

Yuengling

White Castle

Equitas

Club Columbus

Torso

Experience Columbus

Columbus Sports Commission

The Hyatt Regency

Ohio Valley Region and USAV Referees

Red Cross of Columbus

JW Cleary

Columbus Convention Center & Levy

BACHELOR AUCTION FUNDRAISER

Chris Fugarino

Brian Wildroudt

Spencer Johnson

TJ Fleming

Deryk Frole

Suhayl Elkhammas

TURNABOUT DRAG FUNDRAISER

Deryk Frole

Jeff Redfield

Zach Borchers

Gabe Shelton

Phil Pauvlinch

Nina West

Freesia Balls

NAGVA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jason Fallon

Brian Crumby

Lew Smith

Mark Ebel

Trevor Brink

Andre Carneiro

Scott Kilburg

Rich Sucre

Anton Mulvaney

Ed Blankenship

Eric Nelson

Jen Callen

Kent Hansen

Mark Davis

Jason Pelletier

CHARITIES FOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

Buckeye Region Anti-Violence 
Organization 

Kaleidoscope Youth Center







Thursday, May 25, 2017
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm: Registration at Hyatt Regency (Delaware A & B)

9:00 pm to close: NAGVA Welcome Party at Axis (Free Entry with NAGVA Player ID)

Friday, May 26, 2017
7:00 am: Columbus Convention Center Opens (Hall B)

7:15 am: Registration Opens (Command Center)

7:45 am: Captains’ Meeting for BB Pool Play (Command Center)

8:00 am: BB Pool Play Begins (Hall B)

11:25 am: Captain’s Meeting for A Pool Play (Command Center)

11:45 am: A Pool Play Begins (Hall B)

12:10 pm: Captains’ Meeting for B Pool Play (Command Center)

12:30 pm: B Pool Play Begins (Hall B)

6:00 pm: Annual Meeting Check In (Delaware A, B & C at Hyatt Regency)

6:30 pm: Annual Meeting Begins (Delaware A, B & C at Hyatt Regency)

10:00 pm to close: Jock Party at Axis Featuring Alexis Michelle (Free Entry with NAGVA Player ID)

Saturday, May 27, 2017
7:00 am: Columbus Convention Center Opens (Hall B)

7:15 am: Registration Opens for All Divisions (Command Center)

7:40 am: Captain’s Meeting for Pool Play for B & BB Divisions (Command Center)

8:00 am: Pool Play Begins for B & BB Divisions (Hall B)

9:10 am: Captain’s Meeting for Pool Play for A Division (Command Center)

9:30 am: Pool Play Begins for A Division (Hall B)

Once pool play commences, we will be posting results for all divisions which need to be verified. Once all divisions are veri fied, bracket play will 
commence (at approximately 4:45 pm). Please DO NOT LEAVE the facility. All divisions will begin bracket play Saturday night (no teams are 
eliminated Saturday night). 

4:30 pm: Captain’s Meeting for Bracket Play for All Divisions (Command Center)

10:00 pm to close: Glow Party at Axis (Free Entry with NAGVA Player ID)

Sunday, May 28, 2017
7:00 am: Columbus Convention Center Opens (Hall B)

8:00 am: Bracket Play Continues (Hall B)

11:00 am: “1-2 BBQ” Food Truck Opens (Hall A) 

12:30 pm: Beer Garden Check In Begins with Valid Government ID (Hall A)

1:00 pm: Beer Garden Opens (Hall A)

7:00 pm: Banquet Registration Begins (Union Station Ballroom at Columbus Convention Center)

8:00 pm: Doors Open for Banquet (Union Station Ballroom at Columbus Convention Center)

9:00 pm: Awards’ Ceremony (Union Station Ballroom at Columbus Convention Center)

10:00 pm to close: White Party Featuring Alaska  at Axis (Free Entry with NAGVA Player ID)

Please have a valid government ID for all events. 

Events are subject to change and will be updated on our Official Facebook Page – 2017 NAGVA Championships Tournament.

SCHEDULE 







Pool Play Schedules
Pool play assignments for Friday’s play have been posted at www.nagva.org (under Documents & 
Forms) and are included in this packet. Pool assignments for Saturday will be available on Friday 
night and posted at www.nagva.org and on Facebook. Pool assignments are subject to change, and 
we will try to communicate any changes with team captains. Captains are responsible for 
communicating with their individual members.

2017 NAGVA Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting will take place on Friday, May 26, 2017 at the Hyatt Regency at 6:30 pm. 
Information and announcements for the 2017 NAGVA Annual Meeting have been posted at 
www.nagva.org (under Documents & Forms). Please take a moment to download and review these 
documents. We encourage all NAGVA members to attend the Annual Meeting and make your voices 
heard. 

At the Annual Meeting, the voting members will vote to elect Member at Large Board positions and 
to vote on proposed changes to the NAGVA By-Laws and Rules & Regulations. These votes may have 
significant impacts on your experience as a member and player. Your opinion on this year's 
Proposals and other Agenda Items pertaining to the governance of NAGVA is very important to the 
Members of the Board of Directors, and this is your opportunity to make your opinions heard and to 
gain a better understanding why these proposals are enacted or rejected by the Membership.

Proxy forms are being accepted pursuant to the terms outlined on the form. They can be found at 
www.nagva.org.

Extra Player Fees
Team Captains may now log on to www.nagva.org to pay any payments due for Extra Player Fees. 
The payment works just as it did when the registration fee was paid. If you have trouble paying your 
team's fees, please email treasurer@nagva.org. Credit card and cash payments can be made at 
registration, if needed.

Rosters
Waivers for the tournament will be finalized on Wednesday, May 24, 2017.
Please ensure rosters and payments are updated NO LATER than Tuesday, May 23, 2017.

Safety
As in all major cities, please do not walk the streets alone. Stay in groups, and be aware of your 
surroundings. Also, please act responsibly, and do not drink and drive at any time.  

TOURNAMENT
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Massage Therapists

We will have a number of massage therapists on hand throughout the weekend at the Convention 
Center in Hall B. They will be charging $1 per minute for their services – and please do not forget to 
tip your therapists as well! The massage therapists include Kerry Howard, Steven Stambaugh, Bryan 
Richardson and Chris Merrill.

Extra Banquet Tickets
Banquet tickets for your significant others and guests can be purchased on site in Columbus. Please 
see the NAGVA table at Registration to purchase extra tickets. A limited number of tickets will also 
be available at the Command Center at the playing facility, based upon availability. The cost will be 
$50 each and must be purchased by Friday night. Tickets are non-transferable, and ID is required at 
the banquet check-in.

Banquet Attendance and Special Dietary Requests
Players will indicate whether they plan to attend the banquet at registration (on the roster form). If 
you have any dietary restrictions or prefer a vegetarian meal, please email vicepresident@nagva.org
by Tuesday, May 23, 2017. 

Assistance at Tournament
For any assistance in Columbus, please visit the NAGVA Command Center or, after hours, e-mail 
columbus@nagva.org. We will make every attempt to respond to e-mails promptly.

Refereeing & Scorekeeping Assignments
All teams are responsible for refereeing four matches during pool play (2 on Friday, 2 on Saturday). 
Only certified referees can serve as referee, and only certified scorekeepers can serve as a 
scorekeeper. Also, during tournament play, your certified referee must act as the down referee. 
Remember to bring your own whistles. Failure to follow the rules may result in team penalties. 
Teams that do not have certified referees and scorekeepers will pay $30 per position / per match.

Official Tournament Ball  
The official ball of the tournament is the Molten Flistatec. 

Details in guide are subject to change. Important changes will be communicated with team representatives. 

TOURNAMENT
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COURT LAYOUT

Columbus Convention Center – Hall B







Members of GLASS 
and the NAGVA Board of Directors

look forward to welcoming 
you all to the Twin Cities in 2018 

for NAGVA Championships XXXVI! 


