
E
dw

ard J. “E
ddie” B

ecknell Jr., 61, B
ism

arck, passed aw
ay July 19, 2020 at 

S
anford H

ealth, B
ism

arck.  
 

 
E

ddie w
as born S

eptem
ber 8, 1958 to E

dw
ard J. B

ecknell S
r. and C

aroline (K
eller) B

ecknell.  
H

e w
as raised in B

ism
arck w

here he lived all of his life.  E
ddie attended S

t. M
ary’s G

rade 
S

chool, S
im

le Jr. H
igh, B

ism
arck H

igh S
chool, and also took m

echanic courses at B
ism

arck 
S

tate C
ollege.  H

e started w
orking at a young age and had several jobs throughout his lifetim

e, 
alw

ays taking the job seriously and putting forth his best effort.  E
ddie w

as em
ployed as a 

w
arehouse w

orker at S
anford H

ealth in B
ism

arck until his health put him
 in the hospital.        

 
 

E
ddie loved life and cared about so m

any people.  E
veryone loved him

 and he w
ill be greatly 

m
issed.  M

any of the hospital staff at S
anford knew

 his friendly face w
hen he delivered hospital 

supplies.  In 1989 E
ddie m

arried A
rlene K

ilen.  It w
as love at first sight w

hen he sw
ept her off her 

feet.  They w
ere blessed w

ith 31 years together and just celebrated their anniversary on July 15, 
w

hen E
ddie squeezed A

rlene’s hand for the last tim
e.  A

rlene w
as by his side as he took his last breath to go be w

ith the 
Lord and S

avior. 
 

E
ddie loved riding m

otorcycle, cam
ping, playing guitar, dancing to country w

estern m
usic, N

ascar racing, classic 
cars, and visiting w

ith fam
ily and friends.  H

is co-w
orkers w

ill m
iss his one-liners that w

ere catchy and m
ade them

 laugh.  
H

e had a great sense of hum
or.  

 
B

lessed to have shared in his life is his w
ife, A

rlene B
ecknell, B

ism
arck; son, Jason M

ichael B
ecknell, B

ism
arck; 

step-son, B
rian (R

ebecca) B
ittner, Thief R

iver Falls, M
N

; granddaughter, A
shlyn B

ecknell, B
ism

arck; sister, C
arol Thiel, 

H
avre, M

T; brother, Jam
es (P

atricia) B
ecknell, S

pringfield, O
R

; sisters-in-law
, C

arol Zim
m

erm
an, M

andan and E
thel (D

oug) 
H

eald, S
unrise B

each, M
O

; brothers-in-law
, D

w
ight (C

olleen) K
ilen, B

ism
arck and B

ert E
sser, H

oogeveen, N
etherlands; 

m
any cousins, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephew

s, co-w
orkers, friends, and the C

entral D
akota C

hapter H
arley G

roup R
iders.  

H
is friends are so m

any, it’s hard to nam
e them

 all. 
 

H
e w

as preceded in death by his parents; sisters, A
lice H

ohbein and E
dvina 

B
ecknell; and brothers-in-law

, M
arcel Thiel, and D

uane Zim
m

erm
an.

 
P

lease go to w
w

w
.B

uehlerLarson.com
 to share m

em
ories of E

ddie.
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Message from Arlene to Eddie

I wanted for life, you and me “in the wind”.  

I never thought there would come a time

that our story would end.  

It’s hard to understand, 

but I guess I’ll have to try.

It’s not easy to say goodbye.

For all the joy we shared, 

all that time we had to spend.

Now if I had one wish, 

I’d want forever back again.

I remember all those great times we had.  

So many memories, some good, some bad.

Yes and through it all, 

those memories will last forever.

There’s peace in where you are, 

maybe all I need to know.

And if I listen to my heart, 

I’ll hear your laughter once more.

And so I have to say I’m glad you came my way.  

It’s not easy to say goodbye.  

Goodbye my love, now and forever. 


