Robert Smith
Denver, CO

Skip Riley
Denver, CO

Marvin Pierce
Denver, CO

Alex G. Williams
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

Alique Abasi Williams
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

Earl Warren
Lee’s Summitt, Missouri

Henry Miller, Jr.
Avondale, Arizona
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The family of Karren Donald would like to sincerely thank
each one of you for your kind words, cards, flowers, and
expressions of sympathy. During this current time, even
though we could not all celebrate together, the family
recognizes each of your participation to attend her
celebration. Most of all, we thank you for your prayers
which have been such a comfort to us all. Karren Donald
lived a life well lived filled with friends, family and lots of
love. May God bless and keep each of you.

The family of Karren Donald
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“When Someone You Love Becomes A Memory; The Memory Becomes A Treasure.”
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Rising Star Missionary Baptist Churct

Karren Donald was born on January 12, 1942 in I(c:nsa'

She was the youngest daughter of John Cope and Electa \ ster Nancy
Hayes and half-sister JoAnn and half-brother John precede ' :

Karren graduated from Sumner High School in Kansas City, Kansas in 1960. While
attending high school, Karren and Elvin were high school sweethearis. She also
attended one year of Nursing school in Kansas City, Kansas.

............................................................. Pipkin Braswell Directors

_ _ IR o T D R RO s Congregation
Karren married Elvin Donald on her birthday, January 12, 1961. To this union, two
daughters were born, Pamela Y. Donald and Lisa M. Donald. They shared many family “Blessed Assurance”
vacations fishing, camping and attending sporting events. Elvin's nickname for Karren
PEENERTCty: | Suriplire Kmdiug
Karren lived in Kansas City, Kansas and Missouri until the family moved to New Orleans
for two years. Her love of Creole food flourished, and she added many tasty recipes fo Old Testament- Psalms 23
her already expert cooking skills. She loved to cook and was good at it.

New Testament — John 14:1-3

Then, Karren and her family moved from New Orleans to Denver, Colorado in May
1972. The family moves from Kansas City to New Orleans to Denver were career related ’R‘ayer of' Com‘fbﬂ'
transfers for both Karren and Elvin. Karren continued to advance her career.
Karren was one of first two Black Women to work at Proctor and Gamble in Kansas City. SOIECHON. ..coovvvvivsirs e, Amczmg Grace by Jennifer Hudson
In 1962, she began her U. S. Government career by working for the U.S. Post Office and ;
the Federal Highway Administration in Kansas City. In 1970, Karren worked at the Acknowledgment | Condolences | Resolution
Department of Agriculture and the Veteran'’s Administration in New Orleans. Pipkin Braswell Director
In Denver, Karren started working for U. S. Customs Service as a secretary and then ! i iri i
Nevars] e [ofor She Heccme b Cusioms Inssaciar S it worka L i s s CAs Karren Donald’s Obituary............cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiciininieen, Read by Miriam Dozier
and then was promoted to Supervisory Customs Inspector until she retired. She also 'lhdeo moﬂ- e
served as the EEO coordinator for many years. She was the first Black person and the %
B & iR s posion. Life Reflections/Tributes Pam Donald and Lisa Donald-Joseph
Karren was also selected to supervise the security detail for the Marta transportation in a 5
Atlanta for the 1996 Summer Olympics. When the bomb went off in the Atianta K"-ﬂtﬁrk}' $ Xpressuons
Centennial Olympic Park, she and Elvin had just returned to her assigned motel and 'S ) . ) ‘
was called back to the scene where the explosion occurred. In 1997, She was Please limit to two minutes (Family and Friends)

instrumentational in organizing the G8 summit and relocating the U.S. Customs
headquarters from Stapleton to Denver International Airport (DIA). She was a very
good firearms sharpshooter and even provided assistance to her husband at the
shooting range. She always qualified with high scores.

~ Tribute to My Wife
"y,
After she retired, she was selected by Washington DC to serve as a consultant in

Bucharest, Romania to help their Custom facilities comply with regulations established
by the World Bank in order to receive funding from the World Bank.

organization and at Macy’s where she enjoyed meeting new people. Karren always
like working and staying busy.

"
After returning to the states and resting, she worked part-time at Bonfilt:Blood Center

n Kansas City, Kansas.
Denver, CO she joined the N oy Baptist Church. She
out to Ceniml e Karren then attended the



myne.
Hundreds of stars in the preity sky,

Hundreds of shells on the shore together,

Hundreds of birds that go singing by,
Hundreds of birds in the sunny weather.
Hundreds of dewdrops to greet the dawn,

Hundreds of bees in the purple clover,
Hundreds of butterflies on the lawn,
But only one mother the wide world over.

@ by George Cooper
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Into the freedom of wind
and sunshine
We let you go
Into the dance of the stars
and the planets
We let you go
Into the wind'’s breath
and the hands of the star maker
We let you go
love you, we miss you,
t you to be happy
fely, go dancing,
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ﬁ and got backstage passes to see him when he came fo Denver, m
~ at the Paramount Theatire. _ ¢

e

Additionally, they opened a New Orleans style food business that
participated in several local festivals and fairs. One of their most
popular successes was their Cajun Fried Turkey leg and Crawfish Pies
food booth at the Colorado Black Aris festival. Folks lined up to get
their food and they were always sold out.

Being married to Elvin, who was a member of the Owl Club of Denver,
she became a member of Owlettes Social Club. At one time, she
gave the opening speech and introduced the new debutantes at the
Owl Club Debutante Ball.

Karren was an avid reader and longstanding member of the On the
Same Page / Sistah Circle bookclub and helped organize book
signings for some of the authors who came to Denver. She was an avid
gardener and loved flowers.

She enjoyed working in New Orleans, Denver, Alaska, Washington DC,
Atlanta and Romania. In addition, she also enjoyed traveling to
Greece with a missionary couple that she met while in Romania. Whileq, - .
in Romania, she made work-related visits to Sophia, Bulgaria and d 4: .
areas outside the Black Sea in Romania. /4 ?‘ Ll D e A SR
- . ' .pf{;- o .-'-:" . -
Karren loved her and Elvin's annual frips to the New Orleans Jazz " ; N Sty W P :
festival and to several Essence Music Festivals. She also goiu-. LAY Y, Ahl g 7 s
from Harry Belafonte at one of the Jazz festivals. Y el : a‘ 0 ..
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As avid Denver Bronco fans, Karren and Elvin traveled o sever
Bowls, including one where Denver played San Francisco 49e
she partied with the barrel man. They attended the summer
in Los Angeles. She met Sinbad at a musical festival in S$t. Thomas in

£
mpics

was very important to Karren. She enjoyed attending church,
\d cultural events whenever she could. She loved getting her H
nd massages from Pam her oldest daughter and she Iova&-@ (e o

. * % .-"_'{- ':‘;

Caribbean waters with Lisa her youngest daug_ier: D o < v "~
g holidays with her grandchildren and was also Vi Y
time with her new great granddaughter.™ -, p g
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s life on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 11:00 am. *
mory include her loving husband, Elvin
. Lisa M. Donald-Joseph; = -







