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A  
s a Christian, I believe that the 

closer one comes to Jesus the 

more vulnerable he or she be-

comes. In Christ we should not be hiding 

our past or present since Christ knows 

every aspect of our lives. The hard part 

of being transparent is that it is hard to  

do in an Adventist setting. I believe too 

many of us have the head knowledge of 

what our church believes, but we lack the heart connection 

with Jesus that will bring the head knowledge to bear 

fruits. So many of us in church these days are wearing 

masks, that we no longer can be honest about our past or 

things we are struggling about in the present. I hope and 

pray that we will move towards this kind of Christianity  

in every church in the Maritimes. 
I have not told many people this story about myself  

and now I am disclosing it to a whole conference. My  

ambition is, that hopefully, if there is someone walking  

the same path that I found myself on, that they will  

redirect their life back to a saving relationship with  

Jesus. By the way, I believe a saving relationship with  

Jesus means it begins in the heart and manifests itself by 

bringing others to Jesus. 
About 13 years ago I was feeling disillusioned by our 

church with the lack of growth and meaning within the 

church. I had been watching too many young people  

leave through the back door of the church. I was enjoying 

teaching religion to our students at Crawford Adventist 

Academy in Toronto as I watched many come to know 

Jesus as a personal friend and to share Him with their 

friends. But when they went back to their respective 

churches they did not have a good experience. I had been 

teaching our youth the precious message of the matchless 

charms of Christ, but they were encountering a different 

message when they returned home and to their churches.  

I revisited my old teaching grounds last June and I found 

the youth still struggling with the same thing today. 
When a person is enjoying the message of Christôs saving 

grace and wanting to live more fully in Christ, Satan will 

be close behind to make sure he can do all he can to 

change the path of that person. Even though I had been 

enjoying the fruits of our most precious message, my  

relationship with Christ was soon to fall prey to the devil. 
I was leaving teaching and moving to the conference 

office in Ontario to begin my new position as Camp  

Director/Associate Youth Director. When one leaves the 

E  n tant que chr®tien, je crois que plus on sôap-proche de J®sus, plus on devient vuln®rable. En 

Christ, nous ne devons pas chercher ¨ cacher 

notre pass® ou notre pr®sent puisque Christ conna´t tous les 

aspects de notre vie. Ce qui est difficile quand on veut °tre 

transparent côest quôil est compliqu® de le faire dans le con-

texte adventiste. Je crois que beaucoup dôentre nous ont une 

bonne connaissance de ce que notre £glise croit et enseigne, 

mais nous nôavons pas cette connexion de cîur avec J®sus 

qui puisse permettre ¨ la connaissance de porter des fruits. 

Beaucoup dôentre nous dans lô®glise ces jours-ci portent des 

masques, ce qui nous emp°che dô°tre honn°tes au sujet de 

notre pass® ou ¨ propos des situations dans lesquelles nous 

nous d®battons dans le pr®sent. Jôesp¯re et je prie pour que 

nous progressions vers ce genre dôun christianisme honn°te 

et de cîur dans toutes les £glises des Maritimes. 

Voici une histoire ¨ propos de moi que je nôai pas racont® 

¨ beaucoup de gens et que maintenant je vais divulgue ¨ 

toute une F®d®ration. Mon ambition est, jôesp¯re, que sôil y  

a quelquôun qui en ce moment parcourt le m°me chemin  

sur lequel je me suis retrouv®, quôils redirigent sa vie vers 

une relation salvatrice avec J®sus. Au fait, je crois quôune 

relation salvatrice avec J®sus signifie quôelle commence  

dans le cîur et se manifeste en amenant les autres ¨ Christ. 

Il y a environ 13 ans, je me sentis d®sabus® par notre ®glise 

en voyant le peu de croissance et combien lô®glise paraissait 

insignifiante. Jôavais vu trop de jeunes qui quittaient par la 

porte arri¯re de lô®glise. Jôaimais enseigner la religion ¨ nos 

®tudiants ¨ lôAcad®mie Adventiste de Crawford ¨ Toronto 

alors que je voyais de nombreux jeunes en arriver ¨ conna´tre 

J®sus comme ami personnel et ¨ le partager avec leurs amis. 

Mais quand ils sont retourn®s dans leurs ®glises respectives, 

ils nôont pas v®cu une bonne exp®rience. Jôavais enseign® ¨ 

notre jeunesse le pr®cieux message dôun J®sus aux charmes 

ineffables, mais ils faisaient face ¨ un message diff®rent lors-

quôils rentraient ¨ la maison et dans leurs ®glises. En juin 

dernier je suis retourn® l¨ o½ jô®tais enseignant et jôy ai trouv® 

des jeunes qui luttent toujours avec la m°me chose aujourdôhui. 

Quand une personne savoure le message de la gr©ce salva-

trice du Christ et veut vivre plus pleinement en Christ, Satan 

se fera tr¯s proche afin de sôassurer quôil puisse faire tout en 

son pouvoir pour changer le chemin de cette personne. M°me 

si jôavais savour® les fruits de notre pr®cieux message, ma 

relation avec le Christ allait bient¹t °tre la proie du diable. 

Je quittai lôenseignement pour aller servir dans les bureaux 

de la F®d®ration dôOntario afin dôy prendre mon nouveau 

poste de directeur du camp/directeur associ®e de la jeunesse. 

Quand on quitte la ligne de front de notre travail avec les 
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jeunes pour passer au ç cartiers g®n®raux de lôîuvre, è on se 

voit parachut® dans une perspective totalement nouvelle et  

un changement de paradigme allait sôop®rer. Mon regard ¨ 

commenc® ¨ lentement se d®tourner de J®sus pour lentement 

se diriger vers notre leadership. Cô®tait comme si mes yeux 

commenceraient ¨ °tre couverts par un voile noir et jôai gliss® 

sur la route de la critique contre le leadership et contre la  

plupart de nos travailleurs et membres. 

Bient¹t on me donna une vid®o ¨ regarder. Jôai essay® de 

dire non arguant que je nô®tais pas int®ress® par le genre de 

questions qui ®taient enseign®es sur la vid®o, mais jôai d®cid® 

de la prendre et de la regarder. Certains des articles pr®sent®s 

ont frapp® une corde sensible, car durant mon adolescence, 

mon fr¯re et mon cousin avaient enseign® librement leurs 

id®aux concernant le monde occulte et jô®tais familier avec  

ce dont lôorateur parlait. Il y avait beaucoup dô®l®ments  

sensationnels pr®sent®s dans le message, donc jôai accept® 

plus de vid®os de la m°me s®rie, car le message avait piqu® 

ma curiosit®. 

Je me suis vite retrouv® absorb® par les messages pr®sent®s 

et je suis devenu, disons-le, tr¯s paranoµaque au sujet du 

monde politique qui nous entoure. Vous avez probablement 

d®j¨ devin® que les vid®os se concentraient sur les  

nombreuses th®ories du complot flottant sur Internet et au  

sein de notre ®glise. Mes yeux ®taient lentement d®tourn®s des 

charmes ineffables du Christ, pour se tourner vers un message 

dont le sujet se concentrait sur les actions ext®rieures de ma 

vie et non sur ce qui se passait dans mon cîur et avec ma  

relation avec J®sus. 

Avec mon actuelle paranoµa aliment®e par les th®ories du 

complot, jôai ®t® amen® ¨ voir une grande partie de ce qui se 

passait dans lô®glise adventiste selon le m°me ®clairage. 

Lô®glise, dans son ensemble, ne pouvait pas faire de bien et 

jôai commenc® ¨ penser que beaucoup de dirigeants avaient 

obtenu leur ®ducation dôune autre grande d®nomination chr®-

tienne. En fait, jôai commenc® ¨ penser que tous les aspects  

de notre ®glise avaient ®t® infiltr®s. Vous pourriez penser que 

jôinvente tout a mais côest tout ¨ fait vrai. Jôai commenc® ¨ 

me m®fier de tout le monde dans lô®glise et, sôils ne pensaient 

pas enti¯rement comme moi, je les voyaient alors comme 

®tant des enseignants aveugles ou faux. 

Côest ¨ ce moment-l¨ que Dieu a commenc® ¨ envoyer vers 

moi certains de ces m°mes dirigeants avec lesquels je travail-

lais au bureau pour me donner des conseils sages, pour me 

d®tourner de mon implication dans les diff®rents minist¯res 

associ®s ¨ ces th®ories du complot dans lesquels jô®tais im-

merg®. Bien sur, ma premi¯re r®action fut de penser quôils ne 

parlaient pas au nom de J®sus, mais pour quelquôun dôautre. 

Quand Dieu essaye dôentrer en contact avec quelquôun, il  

enverra toujours plusieurs personnes dans nos vies pour nous 

faire regarder dans la direction ¨ laquelle il aimerait que nous 

allions, m°me si nous ne pouvons pas bien lô®couter au d®but. 

Cette douce relation avec J®sus, que jôavais autrefois, ®tait 

maintenant dilu® avec une fausse ferveur religieuse avec des 

front lines of our work with youth to move to the 

ñcorporate headquartersò you get thrown into a totally 

new perspective and a paradigm shift was going to take 

place. My eyes began to slowly come off Jesus and it 

was slowly directed toward our leadership. It was as if 

my eyes were beginning to be covered by a dark veil 

and I started down that road of becoming critical of 

leadership and for the most part of all our workers and 

members. 
I was soon handed a video to watch. I tried to say no 

and that I was not into those type of issues that were 

being taught on the video, but I decided to take it and 

watch it. Some of the items presented hit a strong cord 

in my life, since in my teenage days my brother and 

cousin had freely taught their ideals of the occult world 

and I was familiar with what the speaker was talking 

about. It had a lot of sensational items being presented 

in the message, so I accepted more videos in the same 

series since it had piqued my curiosity. 
I soon found myself engrossed in the messages being 

presented and became very paranoid of the political 

world around me. If you might have guessed already, 

the videos focused on many conspiracy theories  

floating around on the internet and within our church. 

My eyes were slowly being diverted from the matchless 

charms of Christ, to a message that began to focus on 

the outward actions of my life and not what was  

happening in my heart and with my relationship with 

Jesus. 
With my current paranoia of conspiracy theories, I 

now viewed much of what was taking place in the  

Adventist church in the same light. The church, as a 

whole, could do no right and I began to think that many 

of the leaders had gotten their education from another 

large Christian denomination. In fact, I started to think 

that all aspects of our church had now been infiltrated. 

You might think that I am making this up, but it is  

entirely true. I began to mistrust everyone in the  

church and if they did not think entirely like me, they 

must be blind or false teachers. 
It was at that time, God began to send some of the 

same leaders that I had been working with in the office 

to give me wise counsel, to avert my involvement in  

the various ministries and conspiracy theories that I  

was currently immersed in. Of course, my first reaction 

was to think that they were not speaking for Jesus, but 

for someone else. When God is trying to get a point 

across to someone, He will always send multiple  

people into our lives to get us looking in the direction 

He would like us to go, even if we might not listen too 

well at first. 
That sweet relationship with Jesus, that I once had, 

was now being diluted with a false religious fervor with 
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choses qui, ¨ la longue, môemp°cheraient de dire aux autres 

lôamour ®ternel que Dieu a pour ses enfants. Chercher et  

sauver les perdus nô®tait plus une priorit® dans ma vie, mais je 

me concentrais sur des objets ext®rieurs au lieu des questions 

les plus importantes de la loi: la justice, la mis®ricorde et la 

foi. Le fruit de lôEsprit sô®loignait rapidement de ma vie et il 

®tait remplac® par une religiosit® tr¯s s®v¯re et orient®e vers 

lôext®rieur. 
Vous pourriez vous demander quel est mon modus operandi 

concernant ce que je vous dis. Je suis inquiet pour notre ®glise 

en Am®rique du Nord ou pour °tre plus pr®cis; notre ®glise ici 

dans les Maritimes. Côest que nous ne nous concentrons pas  

sur ce que Dieu nous aurait donn® ¨ faire ¨ cette ®poque dans 

lôhistoire de ce monde. Nous sommes ¨ une ®poque o½ nous 

pouvons voir les choses prendre de lôampleur dans le monde 

qui nous entoure et dans ce m°me temps, Dieu d®bute r®elle-

ment un travail ici dans la F®d®ration des Maritimes. Le Saint-

Esprit fait une îuvre de r®forme au sein de notre f®d®ration; 

îuvre qui a indubitablement lôempreinte de Dieu. Côest 

lôheure, alors que nous voyons Dieu travailler dans notre dis-

trict, o½ il faut prier et °tre vigilant, car le diable fera tout son 

possible pour que lôîuvre de Dieu ne soit pas efficace. Lôann®e 

pr®c®dant le d®c¯s de James White, lui et Ellen avaient d®cid® 

que James ne ferait que pr°cher Christ. James ®tait arriv® ¨ une 

compr®hension plus profonde de qui J®sus ®tait et de ce quôil 

repr®sentait pour lô£glise et pour lui-m°me. On a dit que cô®tait 

le moment le plus heureux de leur vie ¨ lui et ¨ Ellen, pr°chant 

alors uniquement sur la personne de J®sus. Ellen en est venue  

¨ la m°me conclusion et vous remarquerez que ses ®crits et ses 

sujets se sont concentr®s davantage sur le Sauveur ¨ compter  

de 1882. Apr¯s 1890, elle a ®lev® J®sus plus quôelle ne lôavait 

jamais fait. Je crois que plus nous approchons du Second Retour, 

plus nous ferons ®galement de m°me. Nous allons ®lever J®sus 

de plus en plus et notre relation personnelle et profonde en 

viendra ¨ un point o½ nous nous attacherons ¨ J®sus seul et ¨ 

rien dôautre. Je souhaite nous voir, en tant quô£glise, en arriver 

l¨ o½ James et Ellen White en sont arriv®s. Je souhaite que  

J®sus domine sur toutes nos conversations et que, par le Saint-

Esprit vivant en nous, nous puissions en conduire beaucoup ¨ 

conna´tre et ¨ suivre J®sus. 

Revenons ¨ mon histoire. Au fil du temps, jôai commenc® ¨ 

rencontrer beaucoup dôautres personnes qui commenaient eux 

aussi ¨ parcourir le chemin que jôempruntais maintenant. Lors-

que jôai commenc® ¨ passer plus de temps avec ces th®oriciens 

du complot et ces ç r®formateurs è de lô£glise, jôai commenc®  

¨ entendre la voix, encore faible, du Saint-Esprit qui voulait me 

faire prendre conscience de la situation dans laquelle je me  

retrouvais. Mes yeux commenaient ¨ voir le type de personnes 

avec qui je môassociais. Je dois le dire sinc¯rementðils 

nô®taient pas des gens d'une grande gentillesse. Jôai trouv® en 

eux un fort esprit de critique ¨ lô®gard de toute personne qui 

nô®tait pas comme eux et cela a commenc® ¨ me d®ranger. 

Dans le m°me temps, jôai commenc® une recherche plus 

approfondie ¨ propos de celui que je voyais sur les vid®os et 

sur internet. Jôai commenc® par chercher les sources quôil 

things, that in the long run, would prevent me from  

telling others of the everlasting love that God has for  

his children. To seek and save the lost was no longer  

a priority in my life, instead I was focused on external 

items instead of the weightier matters of the Law:  

Justice, Mercy and Faith. The fruits of the Spirit  

were ebbing away fast out of my life and it was being 

replaced by a very stern and outward focused religiosity. 
You might be wondering what my modus operandi is 

regarding what I am telling you. I am worried for our 

church in North America or more specific; our church 

here in the Maritimes that we are not focusing on what 

God would have us at this time in this worldôs history. 

At a time when we can see things heating up in the 

world around us and at the same time, God is definitely 

beginning a work here in the Maritime Conference. The 

Holy Spirit is doing a work of reformation within our 

conference that has the unmistakable fingerprint of God. 

This is the time, as we see God working in our district, 

that we must be praying and be vigilant, as the devil will 

do all he can to bring the Work of God to non-effect. 

The year before James White passed away, him and  

Ellen had decided that James would only preach Christ. 

James had been moving to a deeper understanding of 

who Jesus was and what He meant to the church and to 

himself. It has been said that this was his happiest time 

of Him and Ellen just preaching about Jesus. Ellen came 

to that same conclusion and you will notice that her 

writing and topics focused more on the uplifted Saviour 

after 1882 and onwards. After 1890 she lifted Jesus 

more than she ever had. I believe that the closer we 

come to the Second Coming we will also do the same. 

We will be lifting up Jesus more and more and our deep 

personal relationship will come to the point that we  

will be holding onto Jesus and nothing else. I want to 

see us, as a church, come to that same place as James 

and Ellen White came to. I want Jesus to dominate all 

our conversations and from the indwelling Holy Spirit 

we will lead many to know and follow Jesus too. 
Getting back to my story. As time went on, I began  

to meet many more that were starting to walk the path 

that I was now travelling. As I began to spend more  

time with the like-minded conspiracy theorist and 

ñreformersò of the church, I began to hear the still small 

voice of the Holy Spirit to wake up from the situation 

that I had found myself in. My eyes began to open to  

the type of people that I was now making friends with.  

I have to be open about itðthey were not nice people  

to be with. I found a hard criticalness of anyone that  

was not like them and it began to bother me. 
At the same time, I started a more in-depth research of 

the gentleman that I had been following on the videos 

and on the internet. I started by looking up the sources 
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citait et je suis parvenu ¨ une conclusion stup®fiante. Beaucoup 

des sources quôil citait nô®taient pas cr®dibles du tout, mais 

pourtant, jôavais cru tout ce quôil avait dit sur certains sujets, et 

il en ®tait de m°me de tout le monde qui suivait ce pr®dicateur. 

Je suis toujours en contact avec de nombreuses personnes qui 

avaient autrefois fait partie de ma vie, et aucune dôentre elles 

n'a amen® qui que ce soit ¨ une relation salvatrice avec J®sus  

ni avec son £glise pour les temps de la fin au cours des cinq 

derni¯res ann®es. Pas une! En fait, il y a quelques semaines, 

alors que jô®tais en d®placement pour des r®unions, jôai eu le 

temps de les rencontrer ¨ nouveau. Apr¯s une courte conversa-

tion avec certains dôentre eux, je me suis retir® ®puis®. Ils  

abondaient dans leur paranoµa ¨ propos de certains sujets. On 

ne parlait pas de J®sus. On ne parlait pas de rechercher les ©mes 

perdues. Aucun t®moignage au sujet de lôamour merveilleux  

de Dieu et de son prochain retour. Juste la m°me paranoµa ¨ 

propos de lô®tat actuel de lô£glise. 

Ce genre de pens®e et de vie peut °tre d®routant pour une 

®glise qui commence ¨ faire lôexp®rience de lôeffusion de la 

pluie de lôarri¯re saison. Cela nous d®tourne du message du 

Christ et le remplace par un message de criticit®. Je ne dis pas 

que notre £glise est sans probl¯mes, mais si côest la seule chose 

sur laquelle nous nous concentrons, ceci commencera ¨ nous 

®loigner du message sur lequel Dieu veut que nous portions 

notre attention dans les temps ¨ venir. 

Voici o½ tout ceci peut devenir dangereux. Il y a quelques 

ann®es, nous avions un conf®rencier ¨ notre campmeeting ¨ 

Pugwash et jôavais reus par courriel des informations le  

concernant, infos qui circulaient sur Internet ¨ lô®poque. Ces 

infos ®taient ¨ propos de questions th®ologiques au sujet de 

cette personne. Apr¯s avoir tout bien lu, jôai mis en pratique 

une chose que jôai apprise ¨ savoir que lorsque vous entendez 

quelque chose ¨ propos de quelquôun, il est toujours pr®f®rable 

dôaller voir cette personne avant de r®agir au sujet de ce qui  

se dit sur cette elle. Cela môa sauv® dôinnombrables fois o½ 

jôaurais pu parvenir ¨ une conclusion infond®e ¨ propos de 

quelquôun. Côest pourquoi jôessaie de pratiquer cette m®thode 

autant que possible. 

Jôai demand® ¨ notre orateur invit® sôil voulait bien môaccom-

pagner pour marcher sur notre belle plage ¨ Pugwash et il fut 

heureux de ce que nous pouvions parler ensemble. En ¨ peine 5 

minutes de conversation, il a apport® un ®clairage sur toutes les 

informations erron®es qui circulaient sur Internet et dans notre 

£glise ¨ propos de lui et de son minist¯re. Il a expliqu® toutes 

les questions que je lui ai pr®sent® et môa remerci® dô°tre venu 

lui demander des ®claircissements. Nous sommes de bons amis 

encore aujourdôhui et il est devenu clair pour moi que son  

minist¯re soutient pleinement toutes nos croyances au sein de 

lô£glise Adventiste du Septi¯me Jour. 

Je serai honn°te avec vous, et cela revient de plus en plus 

souvent dans les conversations de nos jours, je crains que beau-

coup dôentre nous au sein de lô£glise en Am®rique du Nord 

aient perdu de vue ce que Dieu nous a appel® comme peuple ¨ 

faire ï ̈ savoir: ç chercher et sauver les perdus. è Nous avons 

presque perdu notre premier amour et nous sommes concentr®s 

that he was quoting and came to a startling conclusion. 

Many of the people he was quoting were not credible at 

all, but yet I had believed everything he had said about 

certain subjects and so was everyone else that followed 

him. 
I still keep in contact with many of those people that 

had once surrounded my life, and to this day, not one 

has lead anyone to a saving relationship with Jesus and 

His end-time church, within the last five years. Not one! 

In fact, a few weekends ago as I was away for meetings 

and I had time to meet some of them again. After a  

short conversation with some of them, I walked away 

exhausted. They were draining about their paranoia of 

certain subjects. There was no talk of Jesus. No talk of 

seeking the lost. No testimonies of Godôs wondrous love 

and soon return. Just that same paranoia of the current 

state of the church. 
This type of thinking and living can be perplexing to  

a church that is beginning to experience the outpouring 

of the Latter Rain. It will take our eyes off the message 

of Christ and replace it with a message of criticalness. 

Iôm not saying our church is without its issues, but if  

this is the only thing we focus on, it will begin to take  

us away from the message that God wants us to be  

focusing on as time moves forward. 
Here is where it can become dangerous. A few years 

ago we had a speaker that was speaking at our camp-

meeting in Pugwash and I had been emailed some infor-

mation about him that had been circulating the internet 

at the time. It revolved around theological issues with 

that person. I had read them over thoroughly and have 

made it a practice that when you hear something about 

someone, it is always best to go ask that person about it 

first before getting all excited about what is being said 

about that person. This has saved me countless of times 

of coming to an unfounded conclusion about someone 

and I try to practice this method as much as possible. 
I asked the gentleman if I could join him on a walk on 

our beautiful beach at Pugwash and he was glad to have 

me talk with him. Within 5 minutes of speaking with 

him, he had cleared up all the misinformation that had 

been circulating on the internet and in our church about 

him and his ministry. He explained every question that  

I brought forward and thanked me for coming to him  

for clarification. We are good friends still today and his 

ministry fully supports all our beliefs within the Seventh

-day Adventist Church. 
I will be honest with you, and this comes up as a topic 

of discussion in conversation more and more these days. 

I am afraid that many of us within the church in North 

America have lost sight of what God has called us as a 

people to doðñto seek and save the lost.ò We have  

almost lost our first love and have focused on the deeds 
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sur les îuvres des Nicolaµtes remplaant ainsi ce premier amour 

par un apparent sentiment de religiosit®. Nous avons cherch® 

dôautres choses, dôautres sujets pour occuper notre pr®cieux 

temps, lequel temps nous pourrions utiliser pour amener les 

autres ¨ conna´tre J®sus, son amour et son prochain retour. 

Puisque J®sus a retard® sa venue, nous nous sommes endormis 

et nous avons cherch® dôautres choses pour maintenir notre  

niveau dôexcitation, de sorte ¨ avoir lôimpression que nous  

faisons encore partie du message des trois anges. 

Si nous en arrivons ¨ rechercher le sensationnalisme pour 

maintenir notre int®r°t ou notre enthousiasme, il est clair quôil y 

a un manque dans la relation de cîur que nous devrions avoir 

avec le Christ. Lôamour gardera cette flamme r®ellement vivante 

et br¾lante. Un mariage qui fonctionne selon le m°me principe 

dôexcitation continue se terminera par un divorce sôils ne se 

concentrent pas sur lôamour mutuel mais plut¹t sur lô®motion. 

Beaucoup se concentrent trop sur lôexcitation ®motionnelle afin 

de conserver leur ferveur religieuse. Pouvez-vous imaginer si un 

mariage devait °tre construit sur lôexcitation ®motionnelle, au lieu 

dôun amour sur le long terme, sur le d®vouement et sur lôenga-

gement? Les mariages qui sont fond®s sur lôexcitation ®motion-

nelle doivent constamment chercher de nouveaux shot dôendor-

phines afin de garder la relation au-dessus de lôeau, car ils ne sont 

pas fond®s sur lôamour. Un tel mariage devra toujours chercher 

un nouveau truc, un nouveau frisson afin de conserver le niveau 

dôexcitation. Les couples chercherons des activit®s nouvelles 

capable de leur donner ce ç high è afin de garder le mariage 

ensemble. Cela entra´nera toujours un dysfonctionnement et 

®ventuellement la relation se terminera en divorce. Beaucoup au 

sein de lô®glise aujourdôhui ont besoin de lôexcitation la plus 

r®cente afin de rester int®ress®s ou pour participer ¨ la vie de 

lô®glise aujourdôhui. Pourquoi? Parce que nous avons perdu de vue 

J®sus et le message pr®cieux quôil nous a demand® de partager. 

Il semble quôau sein de lôadventisme, beaucoup cherchent ¨ 

maintenir un certain niveau dôexcitation afin de nous garder actifs 

dans notre ®glise locale. Lorsque lôexcitation baisse, nous cherchons 

quelque chose dôautre pour raviver lôexcitation. ¢a peut °tre ¨ 

propos des ®v®nements des derniers jours, des th®ories du complot, 

plus dô®motion dans les styles de culte, de lôargumentaire ¨ propos 

de la nature de Dieu, des discussions au sujet des jours de f°te du 

L®vitique ou ¨ propos de quelle traduction de Bible que nous devons 

utiliser, ou ¨ propos du besoin de migrer vers les campagnes, ou qui 

pratique lôh®r®sie, etc. La liste est sans fin et tous ces sujets auront 

le m°me effet sur nous: ils d®tourneront nos regards de J®sus et nous 

emp°cheront de le partageré.de chercher et de sauver les perdus. 

J®sus nous a donn® un commandement le jour o½ il est parti 

pour retourner au paradis. Sortez et faites des disciples de toutes 

les nations. Côest ce que lô£glise a fait dans le livre des Actes. 

Ils ®taient trop occup®s ¨ aller dôune maison ¨ lôautre pour y 

®tudier, ¨ faire des disciples, ¨ manger ensemble et ¨ prier. 

Lô£glise a alors grandi ¨ un rythme exceptionnel. Aujourdôhui, 

nous pouvons constater que nous ne progressons plus ¨ ce taux 

exceptionnel. Je me demande si nous devions revenir ¨ ce que 

J®sus avait initialement pr®vu que nous devions accomplir et ¨ 

ce que lô£glise primitive a pratiqu®e si nos ®glises deviendraient 

pleine de nouveau? Et si nous devions commenc® ¨ investir dans 

of the Nicolaitans to replace that first love or to make  

it seem we still have some sense of religiosity. We  

have looked for other things or topics to occupy our  

valuable time in which we could be using to lead others 

to know of Jesus, His love and soon return. Since Jesus 

has delayed His coming we have gotten sleepy and 

looked for other things to keep our excitement level up 

so that it looks like we are still part of the Three Angelsô 

Message. 
If we have to look for sensationalism to keep our  

interest or excitement up, it is a clear indication that we 

are lacking in the heart relationship with Christ. Love 

will keep that flame fully alive and burning. A marriage 

that works on the same principle will end in divorce  

if they do not focus on love for each other and not  

emotionalism. 
Many are too focused on emotional excitement to keep 

their religious inklings alive. Could you imagine if a 

marriage was just built on emotional excitement, instead 

of long-term love, devotion and commitment? Marriages 

that are based on emotional excitement have to look for 

external endorphin releases in order to keep above  

water, since they are not based on love. That marriage 

will have to focus on the next trick or thrill that will 

keep that excitement level up. Couples will start to look 

for activities that will give them that needed ñhighò in 

order to keep the marriage together. This will always 

lead to dysfunction and eventually to divorce for those 

relationships. Many within the church today need the 

latest excitement to keep us interested or involved in the 

church today. Why? Because we have lost sight of Jesus 

and the precious message that He has asked us to share. 
It seems that within Adventism many look to maintain 

an excitement level in order to keep us engaged in our 

local church. When the excitement drops we look for 

something to raise that excitement level again. It could 

be the sequence of last-day events, conspiracy theories, 

emotionalism in worship styles, God-head arguments, 

feast days, or which translation we must use, country 

living, who is practicing heresy, etc. The list is endless 

and they all will have the same effect on usðthey will 

distract us from knowing Jesus and sharing Himé.. 

from seeking and saving the lost. 

Jesus gave us a command the day He left to return to 

heaven. Go out and make disciples of all nations. That  

is what the church did in the book of Acts. They were 

too busy going from house to house studying, fellow-

shipping, eating together and praying. The church grew 

at an outstanding rate. Today, we can see that we are no 

longer growing at that outstanding rate. I wonder if we 

were to return to what Jesus originally set out for us to 

accomplish and to what the early church practiced that 

our churches would start to fill again? What if we started 
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nos ®glises et nos communaut®s locales en temps et en fonds, au 

lieu de suivre ceux qui pr°chent pour le plaisir de nos oreilles 

avides dôexcitation mais qui accomplissent tr¯s peu, sinon rien, 

dans le mandat pour atteindre les perdus dans notre r®gion. 

J®sus a îuvr® ¨ ç chercher et sauver les perdus, è je pense que 

si nous avons Son cîur alors nous serons ®galement ax®s sur la 

m°me priorit®. Au fur et ¨ mesure que nous nous rapprochons 

du prochain retour de J®sus, nous allons de plus en plus mettre 

de c¹t® ces choses qui nous distraient et nous emp°chent de  

conna´tre notre pr®cieux Sauveur. Aujourdôhui, si vous all®s 

apr¯s lôexcitation trouv®e dans ces vid®os et/ou minist¯res dans 

le but de ressentir que vous faites quelque chose dôutile dans 

lô£gliseé.donnez une autre chance ¨ J®sus. Prenez des vacances 

de ces choses et passez un mois ¨ conna´tre J®sus ¨ nouveau. 

Vous pourriez °tre ®tonn® de constater que vous °tes simplement 

en train de marcher sur la m°me route o½ jô®tais moi-m°me. 

Aujourdôhui, je suis tr¯s reconnaissant pour les leons que 

Dieu môa enseign®es et les chemins sur lesquels il môa men® 

dans la derni¯re d®cennie. Et je suis aussi heureux de voir ce qui 

commence ¨ se manifester au sein de notre F®d®ration des  

Maritimes depuis les derni¯res ann®esé.Je prie pour que a ne 

sôarr°te pas. Côest mon vîux et ma pri¯re que nous continuions 

¨ nous diriger vers le retour prochain du Christ et quôun seul 

int®r°t puisse pr®valoir, un seul sujet puisse supplanter tous  

les autres, un seul sujet puisse °tre sur toutes les l¯vres.  

Savez-vous ce que cela pourrait °tre?  < 
 

Paul Llewellyn, Pr®sident 

Conf®rence Maritime 

Translation par Guy Lacourse 

investing in our local churches and communities through 

time and funding, instead of following those that preach 

for our itching ears and accomplishes very little, if not 

anything, to reach the lost in our area. 

Jesus sought to ñseek and save the lost,ò I think if we 

have His same heart that we would also be focused on 

doing the same. As we come closer and closer to the 

soon return of Jesus we will start to lay aside those 

things that have been distracting us from knowing our 

most precious Saviour. Today, if you have been chasing 

after the excitement of some video or ministry to make  

it seem like you are doing something in the churché. 

try giving Jesus another chance. Take a vacation from 

those things and spend a month getting to know Jesus 

again. You might be amazed that you might just have 

walked the same road that I used to be on. 

Today, I am so thankful for the lessons that God has 

taught me and led me through in the last decade and I 

am also so happy to see what is beginning to transpire 

within our Maritime Conference in the last few yearsé. 

I pray it does not stop. It is my hope and prayer that we 

continue to move towards Christôs soon return and that 

one interest will prevail, one subject will swallow up 

every other, one subject will be upon everyone ones lips. 

Do you know what that might be?  < 
 

Paul Llewellyn, President 
Maritime Conference 

 
 
 
 
Treasury Report  
Ed Sharpe, Treasurer 

 
  If you were in an area that experienced 
a total eclipse of the sun on August 21, 
you were in total darkness for about two 
minutes; temperatures dropped about  
20 degrees F in that short time.  
  Treva and I were in North Carolina  
visiting relatives where we experienced 
about 98% blockage resulting in just a 
sliver of the sun showing on the top left -
hand side (we were using those special 
glasses). I was amazed that even that 
small amount of sunlight kept the earth 
lit like at twilight. What a powerful God 
we serve! 

  But what really amazed me was that scientists could tell  
us more than a year in advance precisely when the eclipse 
would start and what areas would be affected; such is Godõs 
consistency and order ð better than an atomic clock!  
  If He can order the heavens with such unerring accuracy, 
donõt you think He can order your life? 
  As of July 31, 2017 our expenses exceeded our income by 
$238,302, a large figure but quite normal after a large portion 
of our summer camp expenses have been addressed (there 
will be a spill -over into August). Additionally, we have had 
two out -of-Conference moves, an internal one, and a retire-
ment so far this year. We also need to yet place a pastor in 
the Fredericton, Zealand, and Harvey districts. We hope to 
have August results within the next 10 days.  
  Tithe is running $74,000 ahead of last year for which we are 
grateful. Remain faithful in your commitment to Godõs plan 
for church finances and He will look after your needs.éHe has 
promised!  < 
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Secretariat Report  
Teresa Ferreira, Executive Secretary 

 
 
 

 
  In Ezekiel 37 God shares with us a powerful passage about unity:  
 

15 The word of the Lord came to me: 16 òSon of man, take a stick of wood and write 
on it, ôBelonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.õ Then take another 
stick of wood, and write on it, ôBelonging to Joseph (that is, to Ephraim) and all the 
Israelites associated with him.õ 17 Join them together into one stick so that they will 
become one in your hand. 18 òWhen your people ask you, ôWonõt you tell us what you 
mean by this?õ 19 say to them, ôThis is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am going to 
take the stick of Joseph ñwhich is in Ephraimõs handñand of the Israelite tribes 
associated with him, and join it to Judahõs stick. I will make them into a single stick 
of wood, and they will become one in my hand.õ 20 Hold before their eyes the sticks 
you have written on 21 and say to them, ôThis is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will 
take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from 
all around and bring them back into their own land. 22 I will make them one nation 
in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them and 
they will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms. 23 They will 
no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with any of their 
offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding,[b] and I will cleanse 
them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. ( Ezekiel 37:15-23) 

  In the Adventist Church, we are  
one people, one organization, with  
unified message, mission and creed  
under God. Whatever we do impacts 
the other parts of our organization 
within our Conference, within our  
Union, within our Division. We are 
counselled to seek safety in harmoni-
ous organization in the last days as 
never before. There is a purpose to  
organization, for our God is not a God 
of chaos or separation, but unification.  
  The Maritime Conference will be  
putting together some policies,  
procedures and training for our leader-
ship teams within our churches and 
school. Protocols and awareness that 
will essentially protect us and our 
church organization as a whole.  
 

  November is Safety-Awareness Month  
in the Maritime Conference. Your  
Pastors/Principal will be hosting safety 
opportunities for the leadership  
individuals within your church or school. 
Itõs so important that we are equipped  
to face the needs and liability of the 
world in which we live. And most  
importantly, that we are providing  
safe environments for our young and  
old alike to feel protected in the Hands  
of our Saviour, able to freely fall in love 
with Him without hurt or scar.  

  If any of you have any thoughts or  
suggestions please do not hesitate to  
contact Teresa Ferreira at  
teresa.ferreira@maritimesda.com. < 
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human agents who make God their dependance 
and their trustó {SpM 183.3}. 

  Without this focus constantly at the forefront of our 
minds, then we will lose sight of our value in a world  
of conformity.  
¶ òOur institutions of learning may swing into 

worldly conformity , but they are prisoners of 
hope!  and God will correct and enlighten  them 
and bring them back to their upright position 
of distinction from the world . I am watching 
with intense interest , hoping to see our schools 
thoroughly imbued with the spirit of true and 
undefiled religion. When the students are thus 
imbued ... they will see that there is a great 
work to be done, and the time they have given 
to amusements will be given up to doing earnest 
missionary workó (Mrs. E. G. White, R. & H., 
Jan. 9, 1894).  

  As we elevate the mark of Divine Excellence in our 
Education department, I seek your prayers for this 
change in culture and direction. God will grant us the 
ability to place Him first in all things we do, teach  
and desire. 

  Your prayers are solicited as I continue my prayer 
journey with Jesus, seeking His vision for Adventist  
Education within our Conference. As a training ground 
for our young, our schools should be a cut above any 
other option out there; distinct in thought, action and 
purpose. Growing our membership in this Conference 
includes established training grounds for our young  
people from Monday to Friday where their Spiritual 
Gifts are developed and their education is one of an 
òupright position of distinction from the world.ó 

  Sandy Lake has been very busy with the opening of 
school. I will let them fill you in on all the details. 
Thank you to the SLA teachers for putting together  
the news. < 

Education  
Teresa Ferreira, Superintendent  

  What is the importance of Adventist 
Education in the whole mission and fulfillment  
of the Adventist Church? Where does school fit 
with church, and how do they support each other 
in a collaborative planning and working effort to 
advance this mission? Was there a Divine appoint-
ment of Adventist Education to the enlightenment 
of our Church values and beliefs? 

  These are good questions, and Iõm going to share 
some poignant quotes that hopefully shed light on 
the value of Adventist Education.  

¶ òThe most important work for our educa-
tional institutions to do at this time is to 
set before the world an example that will 
honor God . Holy angels through human 
agencies are to supervise the work, and 
every department is to bear the mark  
of divine excellence . Let the word of God 
be made the chief book of study, that the 
students may learn to live by every word 
that Christ has givenó {SpM 433.1}. 

¶ òChurch school teachers should be men 
and women who have a humble estimate  
of themselves, who are not full of vain 
conceit. They should be humble, faithful 
workers, filled with the true missionary 
spirit, workers who have learned to put 
their trust in God and to do their work  
in his name. They should possess the 
attributes of Christõs characterñpatience,  
kindness, mercy, and love; and into the 
daily experience they should bring the 
Saviourõs righteousness and peace and 
grace . Then, working with fragrant 
influence, they will give evidence of what 
grace can do through the weakness of the 

News From Sandy Lake Academy  
  Through Godõs grace a new school year has started 
at Sandy Lake Academy (SLA). We have 16 new 
students joining us for the 2017 -2018 school year. We 
are asking that you please continue to pray for 
enrollment to increase so we can continue to offer 
an education in Christ to all Maritime young people.  
As parents, we need to be confident our children 
will receive in school an education that is worth 
having. 
òTrue education means more than the  
perusal of a certain course of study. It 
means more than a preparation for the life 

that now is. It has to do with the whole being 
and with the whole period of existence possible 
to man. It is the harmonious development of the 
physical, the mental, and the spiritual powers.  
It prepares the student for the joy of service  
in this world and for the higher joy of wider  
service in the world to come.ó  ~E.G. White 

  The first day of school began with a special chapel to 
welcome students and praise God for another school 
year, followed by an orientation for each of their  
classes. The students were excited to begin the new 
school year and reconnect with friends and staff after  
a long summer away. 
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Pink Shirt Anti -Bullying Day  
  On September 13, 2017 
the students and staff 
wore pink shirts in  
support of Anti -Bullying 
Day. Money from each T-
shirt sold will be donated 
to the Kids Help Phone 
Charity. It is a simple 
reminder to us to treat 
each other with love and 
kindness as scriptures dictates, òBe kind and  
compassionate to one another,  forgiving each  
other, just as God forgave youó (Ephesians 4:32). 
 
 

Terry Fox Run  
  Below are a few pictures of the Terry Fox Run of 
Sept. 22. As you can see from the pictures, in the 
beginning it was each one for themselves. In the 
end, it was one big family (older with younger) with  
many helping another cross the finish line.  

Gr 4-6 Special Speaker  
  We enjoyed learning from our guest speaker Minh 
Tan. He spoke about what it was like for his family 
to come to Canada as refugees when he was 8 years 
old. The students learned from him how they can 
make a difference for others and about the  
importance of trying and learning new hints.  

 

Thank you  
  òWhat could possibly be more important 
than doing our heavenly Fatherõs will and 
educating His children for Christ.ó 


