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DOROTHY LEE RILEY-PONDER

“For everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven...” Ecclesiastes 3:1

Dorothy Lee Riley-Ponder was born in Savannah, Georgia on
April 7, 1928, 95 years ago to Daisy Wallace-Riley and Charlie Riley.
Her parents had 8 children (5 males and 3 females). She was the 2
~ oldest child.

Mother Dorothy Ponder served as a loyal and faithful member of
the United House of Prayer for All People in her teenage and early
young adult years. One of her proud roles was serving the Late
“Sweet Daddy” Grace as an altar girl. She relocated to Brooklyn, New
York during her young adult age to assist her older sister in raising
her children. While there, she was employed at a doll factory. Upon
returning to Savannah, on December 30, 1955, she was united in
Holy Matrimony to Elder Alvin Ponder for over 50 years. To this
union, five children were bomn.

She later joined the Lighthouse Tabernacle under the leadership of
the Late Bishop Ronald E. Brown. In 1974, she joined the Victory
Drive Deliverance Temple, under the leadership of the late Bishop
Luther C. Anderson and served faithfully for over 32 years. Mother
Ponder was a member of the New Life Experience Church under
the leadership of District Elder John P. Anderson, Sr. for nearly 17
years.

Mother Ponder was a kind, selfless person always preferring others
before herself. She was the head financial manager of her home.
She was very thrifty and an amazing financial steward. She was
often considered a mother to all that came across her path.

Two of her favorite songs were “Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross”
and ‘I don't Know About Tomorrow”. She loved to praise the Lord
and loved singing hymns.

On Monday, September 12™, she heard the voice of her Lord and
she answered and peacefully entered eternal rest. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents; her husband; one son Alvin “Junior”
Ponder; four brothers: Ralph “Duna’ Riley, Emest Riley, Harold Riley,
Bobby Riley; two sisters: Charlie Mae Riley-Arvinger and Beatrice
“Goldie” Riley-Mars.

She leaves to cherish her memories: three daughters Angela Ponder
-Coleman, Brenda Ponder, Pearl Ponder-Holton; one son: Michael
(Denise) Ponder, Sr.; one brother: Herman (Diana) Riley, Sr.; a
goddaughter: Carolyn “Ann” Bartlett; a godson: Donell Sellow;
five grandchildren: Antonio (Tiffani), Pernell, Michael II (Taylor),
Brandon, and Faith; five great grandchildren: Antonio Jr, Caden,
Kaylynn, Madison, and MaKenzie and a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives, friends, and beloved church family.
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Officiating: Minister Jacqueline Scott

Processional “Near the Cross” New Life Praise Team

Scriptures: :
Old Testament

‘NO FINAL VIEWING”

Recessional New Life Praise Team






Maurice Newton Brandon Ponder
Antonio Coleman Pernell Ponder
Harry “Skippy” Mars Brad Harley
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