Lesson 4
Worthy Is the Lamb
Sabbath Afternoon, January 19
We are making life’s journey amid the perils of the last days. We need to watch carefully every
step, and to be sure that we are following our great Leader. Skepticism, infidelity, dissipation,
and crime are on every hand. It would be an easy matter to let go the reins of self-control, and
plunge over the precipice to sure destruction. . . .
Infinite Love has cast up a pathway upon which the ransomed of the Lord may pass from earth
to heaven. That path is the Son of God. Angel guides are sent to direct our erring feet. Heaven’s
glorious ladder is let down in every man’s path, barring his way to vice and folly. . . . But He
who is infinite in wisdom compels none to accept Heaven’s most precious gift—compels none to
walk in the path which has been cast up at such a cost. Everyone is permitted to choose for
himself the narrow, shining steep that leads to heaven, or that broader and easier way which
ends in death.—Our High Calling, p. 11.
God speaks to us in His word. Here we have in clearer lines the revelation of His character, of
His dealings with men, and the great work of redemption. Here is open before us the history of
patriarchs and prophets and other holy men of old. . . . As we read of the precious experiences
granted them, of the light and love and blessing it was theirs to enjoy, and of the work they
wrought through the grace given them, the spirit that inspired them kindles a flame of holy
emulation in our hearts and a desire to be like them in character—like them to walk with God.
Jesus said of the Old Testament Scriptures,—and how much more is it true of the New,—“They
are they which testify of Me,” the Redeemer, Him in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered.
John 5:39. Yes, the whole Bible tells of Christ. From the first record of creation—for “without Him
was not anything made that was made”—to the closing promise, “Behold, I come quickly,” we
are reading of His works and listening to His voice. John 1:3; Revelation 22:12. If you would
become acquainted with the Saviour, study the Holy Scriptures.—Steps to Christ, pp. 87, 88.
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Heaven’s plan of salvation is broad enough to embrace the whole world. . . . And He will not
permit any soul to be disappointed who is sincere in his longing for something higher and nobler
than anything the world can offer. Constantly He is sending His angels to those who, while
surrounded by circumstances the most discouraging, pray in faith for some power higher than
themselves to take possession of them and bring deliverance and peace. In various ways God
will reveal Himself to them and will place them in touch with providences that will establish their
confidence in the One who has given Himself a ransom for all, “that they might set their hope in
God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments.” Psalm 78:7.—Prophets
and Kings, p. 377.
Sunday, January 20: In the Heavenly Throne Room
The rainbow of promise encircling the throne on high is an everlasting testimony that “God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). It testifies to the universe that God will never
forsake His people in their struggle with evil. It is an assurance to us of strength and protection
as long as the throne itself shall endure. . . .
The rainbow of promise is an assurance to every humble, contrite, believing soul, that his life is
one with Christ, and that Christ is one with God. The wrath of God will not fall upon one soul that
seeks refuge in Him.—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 70.
Christ’s followers are to look upon Satan as a conquered foe. Upon the cross, Jesus was to gain
the victory for them; that victory He desired them to accept as their own. “Behold,” He said, “I
give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy:
and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” Luke 10:19.
The omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit is the defense of every contrite soul. No one who in
penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to pass under the enemy’s
power. It is true that Satan is a powerful being; but, thank God, we have a mighty Saviour, who
cast out the evil one from heaven. Satan is pleased when we magnify his power. Why not talk of
Jesus? Why not magnify His power and His love?—The Ministry of Healing, p. 94.
Satan had questioned whether Jesus was the Son of God. In his summary dismissal he had proof
that he could not gainsay. Divinity flashed through suffering humanity. Satan had no power to
resist the command. . . . Christ’s victory was as complete as had been the failure of Adam.
So we may resist temptation, and force Satan to depart from us. Jesus gained the victory
through submission and faith in God, and by the apostle He says to us, “Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and He will draw
nigh to you.” James 4:7, 8. . . . Satan trembles and flees before the weakest soul who finds
refuge in that mighty name. . . .
Never can the cost of our redemption be realized until the redeemed shall stand with the
Redeemer before the throne of God. Then as the glories of the eternal home burst upon our
enraptured senses we shall remember that Jesus left all this for us, that He not only became an
exile from the heavenly courts, but for us took the risk of failure and eternal loss. Then we shall
cast our crowns at His feet, and raise the song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
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power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” Revelation
5:12.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 130, 131.
Monday, January 21: The Heavenly Assembly in the Throne Room
He who catches a glimpse of the matchless love of Christ counts all other things as loss, and
looks upon Him as the chiefest among ten thousand and as the one altogether lovely. As
seraphim and cherubim look upon Christ, they cover their faces with their wings. Their own
perfection and beauty are not displayed in the presence and glory of their Lord. Then how
improper it is for men to exalt themselves! Let them rather be clothed with humility, cease all
strife for supremacy, and learn what it means to be meek and lowly of heart. He who
contemplates God’s glory and infinite love, will have humble views of himself, but by beholding
the character of God, he will be changed into His divine image.—That I May Know Him, p. 175.
“And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is
full of his glory.” Isaiah 6:3.
These holy beings sang forth the praise and glory of God with lips unpolluted with sin. The
contrast between the feeble praise which he [Isaiah] had been accustomed to bestow upon the
Creator and the fervid praises of the seraphim, astonished and humiliated the prophet. . . .
The seraphim before the throne are so filled with reverential awe in beholding the glory of God
that they do not for an instant look upon themselves with self-complacency, or in admiration of
themselves or one another. Their praise and glory are for the Lord of Hosts. . . . They are fully
satisfied to glorify God; and in His presence, beneath His smile of approbation, they wish for
nothing more. In bearing His image, in doing His service and worshiping Him, their highest
ambition is fully reached.—Conflict and Courage, p. 233.
In the year that King Uzziah died, Isaiah was permitted in vision to look into the holy place, and
into the holy of holies in the heavenly sanctuary. The curtains of the innermost sanctuary were
drawn aside, and a throne high and lifted up, towering as it were to the very heavens, was
revealed to his gaze. An indescribable glory emanated from a personage on the throne, and His
train filled the temple, as His glory will finally fill the earth. Cherubim were on either side of the
mercy seat, . . . and they glowed with the glory that enshrouded them from the presence of
God. . . . These holy beings sang forth the praise and glory of God.—Reflecting Christ, p. 338.
The crowning glory of Christ’s attributes is His holiness. The angels
exclaiming, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” Revelation 4:8.
in His holiness. Study the character of God. By beholding Christ,
prayer, you may become like Him.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers,

bow before Him in adoration,
He is declared to be glorious
by seeking Him in faith and
and Students, p. 402.

Tuesday, January 22: The Sealed Scroll
“And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the
backside, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who
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is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof ? And no man in heaven, nor in earth,
neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon” (Revelation 5:1-3).
There in His open hand lay the book, the roll of the history of God’s providences, the prophetic
history of nations and the church. Herein was contained the divine utterances, His authority, His
commandments, His laws, the whole symbolic counsel of the Eternal, and the history of all ruling
powers in the nations. In symbolic language was contained in that roll the influence of every
nation, tongue, and people from the beginning of earth’s history to its close.—Manuscript
Releases, vol. 9, p. 7.
The cross of Christ brings us nigh to God, reconciling man to God, and God to man. . . . The
cross has been almost lost sight of, but without the cross there is no connection with the Father,
no unity with the Lamb in the midst of the throne in heaven, no welcome reception of the
wandering who would return to the forsaken path of righteousness and truth, no hope for the
transgressor in the day of judgment. Without the cross there is no means provided for
overcoming the power of our strong foe. Every hope of the race hangs upon the cross.—Our
High Calling, p. 46.
In the heavenly race we can all run and all receive the prize. There is no uncertainty, no risk, in
the matter. We must put on the heavenly graces, and, with the eye directed upward to the
crown of immortality, keep the Pattern ever before us. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. The humble, self-denying life of our divine Lord we are to keep constantly in view.
And then as we seek to imitate Him, keeping our eye upon the mark of the prize, we can run
this race with certainty, knowing that if we do the very best we can, we shall certainly secure
the prize.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 358.
Abiding in [Christ], you may flourish. Drawing your life from Him, you will not wither nor be
fruitless. . . .
Many have an idea that they must do some part of the work alone. They have trusted in Christ
for the forgiveness of sin, but now they seek by their own efforts to live aright. But every such
effort must fail. Jesus says, “Without Me ye can do nothing.” Our growth in grace, our joy, our
usefulness,—all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily,
hourly,—by abiding in Him,—that we are to grow in grace. He is not only the Author, but the
Finisher of our faith. It is Christ first and last and always. He is to be with us, not only at the
beginning and the end of our course, but at every step of the way.—Steps to Christ, pp. 68, 69.
Wednesday, January 16: Christ’s Message to Philadelphia
We are making life’s journey amid the perils of the last days. We need to watch carefully every
step, and to be sure that we are following our great Leader. Skepticism, infidelity, dissipation,
and crime are on every hand. It would be an easy matter to let go the reins of self-control, and
plunge over the precipice to sure destruction. . . .
Infinite Love has cast up a pathway upon which the ransomed of the Lord may pass from earth
to heaven. That path is the Son of God. Angel guides are sent to direct our erring feet. Heaven’s
glorious ladder is let down in every man’s path, barring his way to vice and folly. . . . But He
who is infinite in wisdom compels none to accept Heaven’s most precious gift—compels none to
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walk in the path which has been cast up at such a cost. Everyone is permitted to choose for
himself the narrow, shining steep that leads to heaven, or that broader and easier way which
ends in death.—Our High Calling, p. 11.
God speaks to us in His word. Here we have in clearer lines the revelation of His character, of
His dealings with men, and the great work of redemption. Here is open before us the history of
patriarchs and prophets and other holy men of old. . . . As we read of the precious experiences
granted them, of the light and love and blessing it was theirs to enjoy, and of the work they
wrought through the grace given them, the spirit that inspired them kindles a flame of holy
emulation in our hearts and a desire to be like them in character—like them to walk with God.
Jesus said of the Old Testament Scriptures,—and how much more is it true of the New,—“They
are they which testify of Me,” the Redeemer, Him in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered.
John 5:39. Yes, the whole Bible tells of Christ. From the first record of creation—for “without Him
was not anything made that was made”—to the closing promise, “Behold, I come quickly,” we
are reading of His works and listening to His voice. John 1:3; Revelation 22:12. If you would
become acquainted with the Saviour, study the Holy Scriptures.—Steps to Christ, pp. 87, 88.
Heaven’s plan of salvation is broad enough to embrace the whole world. . . . And He will not
permit any soul to be disappointed who is sincere in his longing for something higher and nobler
than anything the world can offer. Constantly He is sending His angels to those who, while
surrounded by circumstances the most discouraging, pray in faith for some power higher than
themselves to take possession of them and bring deliverance and peace. In various ways God
will reveal Himself to them and will place them in touch with providences that will establish their
confidence in the One who has given Himself a ransom for all, “that they might set their hope in
God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments.” Psalm 78:7.—Prophets
and Kings, p. 377.
Thursday, January 24: The Significance of Pentecost
Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. John 16:7.
Christ declared that after His ascension, He would send to His church, as His crowning gift, the
Comforter, who was to take His place. This Comforter is the Holy Spirit—the soul of His life, the
efficacy of His church, the light and life of the world. . . .
In the gift of the Spirit, Jesus gave to man the highest good that heaven could bestow. . . . It is
the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world’s Redeemer. It is by the
Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the
divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and
cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon the church. . . . It is the
privilege of every son and daughter of God to have the indwelling of the Spirit.—Our High
Calling, p. 150.
The Holy Spirit was to descend on those in this world who loved Christ. By this they would be
qualified, in and through the glorification of their Head, to receive every endowment necessary
for the fulfilling of their mission. The Life-giver held in His hands, not only the keys of death, but
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a whole heaven of rich blessings. All power in heaven and earth was given to Him, and having
taken His place in the heavenly courts, He could dispense these blessings to all who receive Him.
Christ has said to His disciples, “It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you” ( John 16:7). This
was the gift of gifts. The Holy Spirit was sent as the most priceless treasure man could receive.
The church was baptized with the Spirit’s power. The disciples were fitted to go forth and
proclaim Christ.”—This Day With God, p. 341.
Jesus knows the needs of His children, and He loves to listen to their prayers. Let the children
shut out the world and everything that would attract the thoughts from God, and let them feel
that they are alone with God, that His eye looks into the inmost heart, and reads the desire of
the soul, and that they may talk with God. In humble faith you may claim His promises, and feel
that although you have nothing in yourself whereby you may claim the favor of God, because of
the merits and righteousness of Christ, you may come boldly to the throne of grace, and find
help in time of need. There is nothing that can make the soul so strong to resist the temptations
of Satan in the great conflict of life, as to seek God in humility, laying before Him your soul in all
its helplessness, expecting that He will be your helper and your defender.—Sons and Daughters
of God, p. 121.
Friday, January 18: For Further Reading
Read Ellen G. White, “The Revelation,” pp. 578–592, in The Acts of the Apostles.
Read Ellen G. White, “ ‘To My Father, and Your Father,’ ” pp. 829–835, in The Desire of Ages;
“The Gift of the Spirit,” pp. 47–56, in The Acts of the Apostles.

--------“To My Father, and Your Father”
This chapter is based on Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-12.
The time had come for Christ to ascend to His Father’s throne. As a divine conqueror He was
about to return with the trophies of victory to the heavenly courts. Before His death He had
declared to His Father, “I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.” John 17:4. After
His resurrection He tarried on earth for a season, that His disciples might become familiar with
Him in His risen and glorified body. Now He was ready for the leave-taking. He had
authenticated the fact that He was a living Saviour. His disciples need no longer associate Him
with the tomb. They could think of Him as glorified before the heavenly universe. {DA 829.1}
As the place of His ascension, Jesus chose the spot so often hallowed by His presence while He
dwelt among men. Not Mount Zion, the place of David’s city, not Mount Moriah, the temple site,
was to be thus honored. There Christ had been mocked and rejected. There the waves of mercy,
still returning in a stronger tide of love, had been beaten back by hearts as hard as rock. Thence
Jesus, weary and heart-burdened, had gone forth to find rest in the Mount of Olives. The holy
Shekinah, in departing from the first temple, had stood upon the eastern mountain, as if loath to
forsake the chosen city; so Christ stood upon Olivet, with yearning heart overlooking Jerusalem.
The groves and glens of the mountain had been consecrated by His prayers and tears. Its steeps
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had echoed the triumphant shouts of the multitude that proclaimed Him king. On its sloping
descent He had found a home with Lazarus at Bethany. In the garden of Gethsemane at its foot
He had prayed and agonized alone. From this mountain He was to ascend to heaven. Upon its
summit His feet will rest when He shall come again. Not as a man of sorrows, but as a glorious
and triumphant king He will stand upon Olivet, while Hebrew hallelujahs mingle with Gentile
hosannas, and the voices of the redeemed as a mighty host shall swell the acclamation, Crown
Him Lord of all! {DA 829.2}
Now with the eleven disciples Jesus made His way toward the mountain. As they passed through
the gate of Jerusalem, many wondering eyes looked upon the little company, led by One whom a
few weeks before the rulers had condemned and crucified. The disciples knew not that this was
to be their last interview with their Master. Jesus spent the time in conversation with them,
repeating His former instruction. As they approached Gethsemane, He paused, that they might
call to mind the lessons He had given them on the night of His great agony. Again He looked
upon the vine by which He had then represented the union of His church with Himself and His
Father; again He repeated the truths He had then unfolded. All around Him were reminders of
His unrequited love. Even the disciples who were so dear to His heart, had, in the hour of His
humiliation, reproached and forsaken Him. {DA 830.1}
Christ had sojourned in the world for thirty-three years; He had endured its scorn, insult, and
mockery; He had been rejected and crucified. Now, when about to ascend to His throne of
glory,—as He reviews the ingratitude of the people He came to save,—will He not withdraw from
them His sympathy and love? Will not His affections be centered upon that realm where He is
appreciated, and where sinless angels wait to do His bidding? No; His promise to those loved
ones whom He leaves on earth is, “I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”
Matthew 28:20. {DA 830.2}
Upon reaching the Mount of Olives, Jesus led the way across the summit, to the vicinity of
Bethany. Here He paused, and the disciples gathered about Him. Beams of light seemed to
radiate from His countenance as He looked lovingly upon them. He upbraided them not for their
faults and failures; words of the deepest tenderness were the last that fell upon their ears from
the lips of their Lord. With hands outstretched in blessing, and as if in assurance of His
protecting care, He slowly ascended from among them, drawn heavenward by a power stronger
than any earthly attraction. As He passed upward, the awe-stricken disciples looked with
straining eyes for the last glimpse of their ascending Lord. A cloud of glory hid Him from their
sight; and the words came back to them as the cloudy chariot of angels received Him, “Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” At the same time there floated down to them
the sweetest and most joyous music from the angel choir. {DA 830.3}
While the disciples were still gazing upward, voices addressed them which sounded like richest
music. They turned, and saw two angels in the form of men, who spoke to them, saying, “Ye
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” {DA 831.1}
These angels were of the company that had been waiting in a shining cloud to escort Jesus to
His heavenly home. The most exalted of the angel throng, they were the two who had come to
the tomb at Christ’s resurrection, and they had been with Him throughout His life on earth. With
eager desire all heaven had waited for the end of His tarrying in a world marred by the curse of
sin. The time had now come for the heavenly universe to receive their King. Did not the two
angels long to join the throng that welcomed Jesus? But in sympathy and love for those whom
He had left, they waited to give them comfort. “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” Hebrews 1:14. {DA 832.1}
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Christ had ascended to heaven in the form of humanity. The disciples had beheld the cloud
receive Him. The same Jesus who had walked and talked and prayed with them; who had broken
bread with them; who had been with them in their boats on the lake; and who had that very day
toiled with them up the ascent of Olivet,—the same Jesus had now gone to share His Father’s
throne. And the angels had assured them that the very One whom they had seen go up into
heaven, would come again even as He had ascended. He will come “with clouds; and every eye
shall see Him.” “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
Archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise.” “The Son of man shall
come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His
glory.” Revelation 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Matthew 25:31. Thus will be fulfilled the Lord’s
own promise to His disciples: “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” John 14:3. Well might the disciples
rejoice in the hope of their Lord’s return. {DA 832.2}
When the disciples went back to Jerusalem, the people looked upon them with amazement. After
the trial and crucifixion of Christ, it had been thought that they would appear downcast and
ashamed. Their enemies expected to see upon their faces an expression of sorrow and defeat.
Instead of this there was only gladness and triumph. Their faces were aglow with a happiness
not born of earth. They did not mourn over disappointed hopes, but were full of praise and
thanksgiving to God. With rejoicing they told the wonderful story of Christ’s resurrection and His
ascension to heaven, and their testimony was received by many. {DA 832.3}
The disciples no longer had any distrust of the future. They knew that Jesus was in heaven, and
that His sympathies were with them still. They knew that they had a friend at the throne of God,
and they were eager to present their requests to the Father in the name of Jesus. In solemn awe
they bowed in prayer, repeating the assurance, “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name,
He will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name: ask, and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full.” John 16:23, 24. They extended the hand of faith higher and higher, with
the mighty argument, “It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” Romans 8:34. And Pentecost brought
them fullness of joy in the presence of the Comforter, even as Christ had promised. {DA 833.1}
All heaven was waiting to welcome the Saviour to the celestial courts. As He ascended, He led
the way, and the multitude of captives set free at His resurrection followed. The heavenly host,
with shouts and acclamations of praise and celestial song, attended the joyous train. {DA 833.2}
As they drew near to the city of God, the challenge is given by the escorting angels,— {DA
833.3}
“Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
And be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;
And the King of glory shall come in.” {DA 833.4}
Joyfully the waiting sentinels respond,— {DA 833.5}
“Who is this King of glory?” {DA 833.6}
This they say, not because they know not who He is, but because they would hear the answer of
exalted praise,— {DA 833.7}
“The Lord strong and mighty,
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The Lord mighty in battle!
Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
Even lift them up, ye everlasting doors;
And the King of glory shall come in.” {DA 833.8}
Again is heard the challenge, “Who is this King of glory?” for the angels never weary of hearing
His name exalted. The escorting angels make reply,— {DA 833.9}
“The Lord of hosts;
He is the King of glory.” Psalm 24:7-10. {DA 833.10}
Then the portals of the city of God are opened wide, and the angelic throng sweep through the
gates amid a burst of rapturous music. {DA 833.11}
There is the throne, and around it the rainbow of promise. There are cherubim and seraphim.
The commanders of the angel hosts, the sons of God, the representatives of the unfallen worlds,
are assembled. The heavenly council before which Lucifer had accused God and His Son, the
representatives of those sinless realms over which Satan had thought to establish his
dominion,—all are there to welcome the Redeemer. They are eager to celebrate His triumph and
to glorify their King. {DA 834.1}
But He waves them back. Not yet; He cannot now receive the coronet of glory and the royal
robe. He enters into the presence of His Father. He points to His wounded head, the pierced
side, the marred feet; He lifts His hands, bearing the print of nails. He points to the tokens of His
triumph; He presents to God the wave sheaf, those raised with Him as representatives of that
great multitude who shall come forth from the grave at His second coming. He approaches the
Father, with whom there is joy over one sinner that repents; who rejoices over one with singing.
Before the foundations of the earth were laid, the Father and the Son had united in a covenant
to redeem man if he should be overcome by Satan. They had clasped Their hands in a solemn
pledge that Christ should become the surety for the human race. This pledge Christ has fulfilled.
When upon the cross He cried out, “It is finished,” He addressed the Father. The compact had
been fully carried out. Now He declares: Father, it is finished. I have done Thy will, O My God. I
have completed the work of redemption. If Thy justice is satisfied, “I will that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am.” John 19:30; 17:24. {DA 834.2}
The voice of God is heard proclaiming that justice is satisfied. Satan is vanquished. Christ’s
toiling, struggling ones on earth are “accepted in the Beloved.” Ephesians 1:6. Before the
heavenly angels and the representatives of unfallen worlds, they are declared justified. Where
He is, there His church shall be. “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.” Psalm 85:10. The Father’s arms encircle His Son, and the word is
given, “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:6. {DA 834.3}
With joy unutterable, rulers and principalities and powers acknowledge the supremacy of the
Prince of life. The angel host prostrate themselves before Him, while the glad shout fills all the
courts of heaven, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” Revelation 5:12. {DA 834.4}
EGW Notes Q1 SSL4 Worthy Is the Lamb.doc - Page 9 of 14

Songs of triumph mingle with the music from angel harps, till heaven seems to overflow with joy
and praise. Love has conquered. The lost is found. Heaven rings with voices in lofty strains
proclaiming, “Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” Revelation 5:13. {DA 835.1}
*****
From that scene of heavenly joy, there comes back to us on earth the echo of Christ’s own
wonderful words, “I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God.”
John 20:17. The family of heaven and the family of earth are one. For us our Lord ascended, and
for us He lives. “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. {DA 835.2}
—The Desire of Ages, pp. 829–835.
--------The Gift of the Spirit
When Christ gave His disciples the promise of the Spirit, He was nearing the close of His earthly
ministry. He was standing in the shadow of the cross, with a full realization of the load of guilt
that was to rest upon Him as the Sin Bearer. Before offering Himself as the sacrificial victim, He
instructed His disciples regarding a most essential and complete gift which He was to bestow
upon His followers—the gift that would bring within their reach the boundless resources of His
grace. “I will pray the Father,” He said, “and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may
abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it
seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you.” John 14:16, 17. The Saviour was pointing forward to the time when the Holy Spirit should
come to do a mighty work as His representative. The evil that had been accumulating for
centuries was to be resisted by the divine power of the Holy Spirit. {AA 47.1}
What was the result of the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost? The glad tidings of a
risen Saviour were carried to the uttermost parts of the inhabited world. As the disciples
proclaimed the message of redeeming grace, hearts yielded to the power of this message. The
church beheld converts flocking to her from all directions. Backsliders were reconverted. Sinners
united with believers in seeking the pearl of great price. Some who had been the bitterest
opponents of the gospel became its champions. The prophecy was fulfilled, “He that is feeble ...
shall be as David; and the house of David ... as the angel of the Lord.” Zechariah 12:8. Every
Christian saw in his brother a revelation of divine love and benevolence. One interest prevailed;
one subject of emulation swallowed up all others. The ambition of the believers was to reveal the
likeness of Christ’s character and to labor for the enlargement of His kingdom. {AA 48.1}
“With great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great
grace was upon them all.” Acts 4:33. Under their labors were added to the church chosen men,
who, receiving the word of truth, consecrated their lives to the work of giving to others the hope
that filled their hearts with peace and joy. They could not be restrained or intimidated by
threatenings. The Lord spoke through them, and as they went from place to place, the poor had
the gospel preached to them, and miracles of divine grace were wrought. {AA 48.2}
So mightily can God work when men give themselves up to the control of His Spirit. {AA 49.1}
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The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the
divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the Day of
Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have yielded themselves
fully to the Lord and to His service. To all who have accepted Christ as a personal Saviour, the
Holy Spirit has come as a counselor, sanctifier, guide, and witness. The more closely believers
have walked with God, the more clearly and powerfully have they testified of their Redeemer’s
love and of His saving grace. The men and women who through the long centuries of
persecution and trial enjoyed a large measure of the presence of the Spirit in their lives, have
stood as signs and wonders in the world. Before angels and men they have revealed the
transforming power of redeeming love. {AA 49.2}
Those who at Pentecost were endued with power from on high, were not thereby freed from
further temptation and trial. As they witnessed for truth and righteousness they were repeatedly
assailed by the enemy of all truth, who sought to rob them of their Christian experience. They
were compelled to strive with all their God-given powers to reach the measure of the stature of
men and women in Christ Jesus. Daily they prayed for fresh supplies of grace, that they might
reach higher and still higher toward perfection. Under the Holy Spirit’s working even the
weakest, by exercising faith in God, learned to improve their entrusted powers and to become
sanctified, refined, and ennobled. As in humility they submitted to the molding influence of the
Holy Spirit, they received of the fullness of the Godhead and were fashioned in the likeness of
the divine. {AA 49.3}
The lapse of time has wrought no change in Christ’s parting promise to send the Holy Spirit as
His representative. It is not because of any restriction on the part of God that the riches of His
grace do not flow earthward to men. If the fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might be,
it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be. If all were willing, all would be filled
with the Spirit. Wherever the need of the Holy Spirit is a matter little thought of, there is seen
spiritual drought, spiritual darkness, spiritual declension and death. Whenever minor matters
occupy the attention, the divine power which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of the
church, and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking, though offered in infinite
plenitude. {AA 50.1}
Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger and thirst for
the gift of the Spirit? Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, and preach concerning it? The Lord is
more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve Him than parents are to give good gifts to
their children. For the daily baptism of the Spirit every worker should offer his petition to God.
Companies of Christian workers should gather to ask for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that
they may know how to plan and execute wisely. Especially should they pray that God will baptize
His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His Spirit. The presence of the
Spirit with God’s workers will give the proclamation of truth a power that not all the honor or
glory of the world could give. {AA 50.2}
With the consecrated worker for God, in whatever place he may be, the Holy Spirit abides. The
words spoken to the disciples are spoken also to us. The Comforter is ours as well as theirs. The
Spirit furnishes the strength that sustains striving, wrestling souls in every emergency, amidst
the hatred of the world, and the realization of their own failures and mistakes. In sorrow and
affliction, when the outlook seems dark and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and
alone,—these are the times when, in answer to the prayer of faith, the Holy Spirit brings comfort
to the heart. {AA 51.1}
It is not a conclusive evidence that a man is a Christian because he manifests spiritual ecstasy
under extraordinary circumstances. Holiness is not rapture: it is an entire surrender of the will to
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God; it is living by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God; it is doing the will of our
heavenly Father; it is trusting God in trial, in darkness as well as in the light; it is walking by
faith and not by sight; it is relying on God with unquestioning confidence, and resting in His love.
{AA 51.2}
It is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the
Spirit is the Comforter, “the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father.” It is plainly
declared regarding the Holy Spirit that, in His work of guiding men into all truth, “He shall not
speak of Himself.” John 15:26; 16:13. {AA 51.3}
The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not
revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put
a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not strengthen the
church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human understanding, silence is
golden. {AA 52.1}
The office of the Holy Spirit is distinctly specified in the words of Christ: “When He is come, He
will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” John 16:8. It is the Holy
Spirit that convicts of sin. If the sinner responds to the quickening influence of the Spirit, he will
be brought to repentance and aroused to the importance of obeying the divine requirements.
{AA 52.2}
To the repentant sinner, hungering and thirsting for righteousness, the Holy Spirit reveals the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. “He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it
unto you,” Christ said. “He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you.” John 16:14; 14:26. {AA 52.3}
The Spirit is given as a regenerating agency, to make effectual the salvation wrought by the
death of our Redeemer. The Spirit is constantly seeking to draw the attention of men to the
great offering that was made on the cross of Calvary, to unfold to the world the love of God, and
to open to the convicted soul the precious things of the Scriptures. {AA 52.4}
Having brought conviction of sin, and presented before the mind the standard of righteousness,
the Holy Spirit withdraws the affections from the things of this earth and fills the soul with a
desire for holiness. “He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13), the Saviour declared. If men
are willing to be molded, there will be brought about a sanctification of the whole being. The
Spirit will take the things of God and stamp them on the soul. By His power the way of life will
be made so plain that none need err therein. {AA 52.5}
From the beginning, God has been working by His Holy Spirit through human instrumentalities
for the accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of the fallen race. This was manifest in the lives
of the patriarchs. To the church in the wilderness also, in the time of Moses, God gave His “good
Spirit to instruct them.” Nehemiah 9:20. And in the days of the apostles He wrought mightily for
His church through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The same power that sustained the patriarchs,
that gave Caleb and Joshua faith and courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church
effective, has upheld God’s faithful children in every succeeding age. It was through the power
of the Holy Spirit that during the Dark Ages the Waldensian Christians helped to prepare the way
for the Reformation. It was the same power that made successful the efforts of the noble men
and women who pioneered the way for the establishment of modern missions and for the
translation of the Bible into the languages and dialects of all nations and peoples. {AA 53.1}
And today God is still using His church to make known His purpose in the earth. Today the
heralds of the cross are going from city to city, and from land to land, preparing the way for the
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second advent of Christ. The standard of God’s law is being exalted. The Spirit of the Almighty is
moving upon men’s hearts, and those who respond to its influence become witnesses for God
and His truth. In many places consecrated men and women may be seen communicating to
others the light that has made plain to them the way of salvation through Christ. And as they
continue to let their light shine, as did those who were baptized with the Spirit on the Day of
Pentecost, they receive more and still more of the Spirit’s power. Thus the earth is to be
lightened with the glory of God. {AA 53.2}
On the other hand, there are some who, instead of wisely improving present opportunities, are
idly waiting for some special season of spiritual refreshing by which their ability to enlighten
others will be greatly increased. They neglect present duties and privileges, and allow their light
to burn dim, while they look forward to a time when, without any effort on their part, they will
be made the recipients of special blessing, by which they will be transformed and fitted for
service. {AA 54.1}
It is true that in the time of the end, when God’s work in the earth is closing, the earnest efforts
put forth by consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit are to be accompanied
by special tokens of divine favor. Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in
Eastern lands at seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual
grace in extraordinary measure upon God’s church. The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of
the apostles was the beginning of the early, or former, rain, and glorious was the result. To the
end of time the presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true church. {AA 54.2}
But near the close of earth’s harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual grace is promised to prepare
the church for the coming of the Son of man. This outpouring of the Spirit is likened to the
falling of the latter rain; and it is for this added power that Christians are to send their petitions
to the Lord of the harvest “in the time of the latter rain.” In response, “the Lord shall make
bright clouds, and give them showers of rain.” “He will cause to come down ... the rain, the
former rain, and the latter rain,” Zechariah 10:1; Joel 2:23. {AA 55.1}
But unless the members of God’s church today have a living connection with the Source of all
spiritual growth, they will not be ready for the time of reaping. Unless they keep their lamps
trimmed and burning, they will fail of receiving added grace in times of special need. {AA 55.2}
Those only who are constantly receiving fresh supplies of grace, will have power proportionate to
their daily need and their ability to use that power. Instead of looking forward to some future
time when, through a special endowment of spiritual power, they will receive a miraculous fitting
up for soul winning, they are yielding themselves daily to God, that He may make them vessels
meet for His use. Daily they are improving the opportunities for service that lie within their
reach. Daily they are witnessing for the Master wherever they may be, whether in some humble
sphere of labor in the home, or in a public field of usefulness. {AA 55.3}
To the consecrated worker there is wonderful consolation in the knowledge that even Christ
during His life on earth sought His Father daily for fresh supplies of needed grace; and from this
communion with God He went forth to strengthen and bless others. Behold the Son of God
bowed in prayer to His Father! Though He is the Son of God, He strengthens His faith by prayer,
and by communion with heaven gathers to Himself power to resist evil and to minister to the
needs of men. As the Elder Brother of our race He knows the necessities of those who,
compassed with infirmity and living in a world of sin and temptation, still desire to serve Him. He
knows that the messengers whom He sees fit to send are weak, erring men; but to all who give
themselves wholly to His service He promises divine aid. His own example is an assurance that
earnest, persevering supplication to God in faith—faith that leads to entire dependence upon
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God, and unreserved consecration to His work—will avail to bring to men the Holy Spirit’s aid in
the battle against sin. {AA 56.1}
Every worker who follows the example of Christ will be prepared to receive and use the power
that God has promised to His church for the ripening of earth’s harvest. Morning by morning, as
the heralds of the gospel kneel before the Lord and renew their vows of consecration to Him, He
will grant them the presence of His Spirit, with its reviving, sanctifying power. As they go forth
to the day’s duties, they have the assurance that the unseen agency of the Holy Spirit enables
them to be “laborers together with God.” {AA 56.2}
—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 47–56.
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