Byron “Mike” Willard Edwards was born on November 2, 1927,
on a farm 5.5 miles south of Revere, MN, to Nicholas and Clara
(Warner) Edwards. Mike was baptized into the Christian faith
and grew up with 3 brothers and 3 sisters who gave him the
nickname of “Mike”. He attended Sunny Side Double School
and District 39. Later, he attended Luther Seminary in St. Paul
and was the only child in his family to attend college.

Mike enlisted in the Army and served at the end of World War
Il from 1946 to 1948 at Las Alamos, NM. On August 24, 1951,
Mike married Lucile Knutson at the church they both grew up
near, Old Westbrook Lutheran Church. They were blessed with
four children, Kim, Kay, Perry, and Michele. Mike served as a
pastor for 36 years. Throughout this time, he served at three
parishes in North Dakota; Sherwood, Roseglen, and Columbus,
one in Rosholt, South Dakota, and he and his family spent 6
years in Papua New Guinea as missionaries. Prior to moving to
Alexandria, the family lived in Aberdeen, SD where Mike
worked for the Lutheran Brotherhood for 12 years.

Mike was a member of many service organizations throughout
his life including the Lions, Rotary, and Kiwanis Clubs. He
enjoyed woodworking, traveling, preaching the gospel, hunting
pheasants and deer, and playing horseshoes, which he was still
playing at the age of 90. Mike was a loving and devoted
husband and father who cherished spending time with his
family. He was faithful and caring, and made it his life’s work to
serve others in any way he could.

Byron “Mike” Edwards died on Thursday, September 15, 2022,
at Nelson Gables at the age of 94. He is survived by children,
Kim (Mavis) Edwards, Kay (Wayne) Horntvedt, Perry (Kimberly)
Edwards, and Michele (Rita Jesse) Edwards; grandchildren,
Kelly (Josh) Mau, Andrea (Brian) Kalis, Marissa (John) Wickham,
and Jessica (Justin) Ahmann; 11 great-grandchildren; and
sister, Ethel Hooge. He is preceded in death by his wife, Lucile;
parents; and sisters, Verna Kopperud and Eunice Churchill; and
brothers, Joseph, Lloyd, and Norman Edwards.
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Yetin all these things =
we are more than conquerbrs
through him who loved us. For |
am sure that neither death nor
life,. nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God

in Christ Jesus our Lord.
- Romans 8:37-39
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