
 
Remembering the Life.... 
Elaine B. Janssen, 94, of Morris, Minnesota, 
formerly of Underwood, died on Thursday, 
July 13, 2023, at West Wind Village in 
Morris.  

 

Elaine Beatrice Skeslien was born on April 
8, 1929, in Starbuck, MN, the daughter of 
Martin Hans and Bertha (Olson) Skeslien. 
She was baptized and confirmed at 
Indherred Lutheran Church, located North of 
Starbuck. She graduated from the Starbuck 
High School with the Class of 1947. 

 

Following her graduation, she married Donald L. Janssen on December 
13, 1947 at the Chippewa Falls Lutheran Church near Terrace, MN. To 
this union, four children were born: Harlan, Bradley, Dale and Steven. 
They resided in rural Benson and eventually moved to Fergus Falls in 
1958.  In 1968, they moved to Underwood, where they built their house. 
In 2002 they left their home and moved into Tamarack Apartments. In 
2020, Elaine moved to Morris where she currently resided. 

 

Elaine worked as a caretaker at Wild Rice Children’s Home in Fergus 
Falls from 1968-1988. She was a current member of Sverdrup Lutheran 
Church. She enjoyed time spent at church and was also active with 
W.E.L.C.A. as well as the V.F.W. Auxiliary Post 612 in Fergus Falls. 
Elaine was a witty, gentle, easygoing and caring person. In her younger 
years she enjoyed dancing, baking her famous bread, fishing, canning, 
painting and quilting. Elaine more recently could be seen enjoying a 
good word find, playing cards, going to the Casino or watching her 
favorite team the MN Twins. God bless the memory of Elaine B. 
Janssen. 

 

Elaine is survived by her children: Harlan (Joyce) Janssen of Alexandria, 
Bradley Janssen of Underwood, A. Dale (Gail) of Montevideo and 
Steven (Sue) Janssen of Morris; seven grandchildren: Rollin, Dehreck, 
Dehan, Brett, Aaron, Melany, and Amber; 18 great grandchildren and 
one on the way; two siblings, Marvid (Peggy) Skeslien of Buffalo, MN 
and La Verne (Clem) Reining of Brooten, MN along with numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins and a host of friends.  

 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Martin and Bertha Skeslien; 
husband, Don and a daughter in law, Ruth Janssen. 

 

A special thanks to all the staff and friends at West Wind Village as well 
as Glacial Ridge Hospice of Glenwood.  
 

    Blessed be the Memory of Elaine Janssen 

Elaine B. Janssen 

Celebrating  

the Life 
of 



I’m Free 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 
I’m following the path God laid for me. 
I took his hand when I heard him call 

I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day 

to laugh, to love, to work or play. 
Tasks undone must stay that way. 
I found that peace at close of day. 

If my parting has left a void 
then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
ah, yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I’ve savored much, 
good friends, good times, 

a loved one’s touch. 
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 
don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lift up your hearts and share with me 

God wanted me now: 
He set me free.  

Celebration of Life for 

Elaine B. Janssen 
April 8, 1929 - July 13, 2023 

 
Memorial Service 

Tuesday, July 18, 2023 at 11:00 A.M. 
Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

Underwood, Minnesota 
 

Officiating 
Pastor Tammy Jacobson 

 
Readings 

Dehan Schwan 
Amber Huschka 

 
Pianist 

Valerie Sohl 

 
Congregational Hymns 

“How Great Thou Art” 
“To God Be The Glory” 

“Safe In The Arms of Jesus” 
 

Honorary Urnbearers 
Rollin, Dehreck, Dehan  

Brett, Aaron, Melany 
Amber  

 
Interment  

Sverdrup Lutheran Cemetery 
Underwood, Minnesota 

 
Appreciation 

Elaine’s family is grateful for your attendance at this service. 
Your many expressions of kindness and love are deeply 

appreciated.  Please join the family for a luncheon immediately 
following the service. 

 
Arrangements by 

Glende-Nilson Funeral Home ~ Fergus Falls ~ www.GlendeNilson.com 


