The family of Katie Esther Phipps would like to express our heartfelt gratitude

for your condolences and sympathy during this ditficult time.
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1942—Life Reflections—2022

fetie Ether Phippr

Katie Esther Phipps entered this life on April 1, 1942 by
way of Beatrice Collier-Smith-Somerville and George Lee
Boyd m Brghton Tennessee. At the tender age of six
weeks, she was gifted to her great aunt Ellen Crawford
who she absolutely adored. She often said “she never told

me anything wrong.” With her she professed a hope in
Christ at Galilee Baptist Church.

She was greatly loved, provided for, and surrounded by
family and friends who in many cases took us time to
unravel where everyone belonged. She was called “Sister”
by many. So much so that she was “sister” to Susie Mae
Wiggins AND her kids. Go figure.

She married Reverend George D. Jones and to that union
was born five children. Saturian (Rena), Keith, Ellen
(Njer1), Alga/Algie (Curt) and Kayette (Bay Bay). She
later married Vernell Phipps and to that union was born
one son, Vernell (Boo) (Nicole). We also can’t leave out
the bonus children and the “sister” relationship she
maintained with them all her hife - George Jr., Voice,
Theodore, Hosia Mae, Georgia Ann, Isaiah, James
Arthur and Pamala.

Shortly after marriage she moved to Saginaw Michigan in
the early 60s and carved out a wonderful life for herself
and her kids. Better known as “Katie’s Kids” of whom
everyone knew her fierce love and determination to care
for them. There she duplicated the same type of Iife and
foundation. Again, with a host of family and friends, aunts
and cousins many of no blood relation of whom we’d fight
to this day if someone said they were not.

After a short stay with the Cains, she settled into Ruben
Daniels projects where she became well known and loved
by many as a cashier at Waltruss Market. There she
became sisters to the Fosters (Ann & Pearl) and Beverly
Christmas and aunt to thewr children. She became
Godmother to Pat (and her son Darious) & Joyce White
and Jimmy Stewart.

She then moved to 19th Street, raising her children into
adulthood where there were strong families and friends
and a lot of card parties. As she began to reflect on her
life, she turned her eyes back towards the Lord and began
attending church again.

In 1992, she moved to Chicago to live with her father
which was a dream realized as she noted i her high
school yearbook. After she returned to her spiritual roots,
surrendering her life to God, settling mto a different
lifestyle where she became a lifelong member of the

Church of God in Christ (COGIC).

In 2004, she moved to Omaha Nebraska to be near her
daughter Rena and son-in-law Rickie of whom she adored.
There she was employed by the Red Cross where she
developed many friendships and was a favorite blood
donor tele recruiter. Many people would not make an
appointment unless she called.

Her final destination was in the Dallas/Fort Worth area
where she moved to be with her daughter Njer1.

She loved the COGIC with memberships at St. John
COGIC (Chicago, IL), under the leadership of Pastor
Isaiah C. Grover; Greater St. Paul COGIC (Omaha, NE),
under the leadership of Pastor Joseph Shannon; and
Dominion Word COGIC (Denton, TX), under the
leadership of Pastor Michael L. McWilllams.  Her
highlight was attending the annual Holy Convocation.

Katie was always characterized as a warm, friendly, fun and
loving person. She was a woman of great class (she loved
to dress) and strength and was also the ultimate giver and
encourager.

Katie began to decline with the onset of dementia in 2014.
During this time, she resided with her daughter Njeri and
then Saturian along with her daughter Kayette becoming
her selfless and loving caregiver. Beginning in Chicago,
she characterized her lhife with Kayette as a Naomi and
Ruth relationship; wherever one went the other was there.

She made her transition on Wednesday, November 2,
2022.  She was preceded by all parents, Beatrice
Sommerville, Ellen Crawford, and George Boyd, two
sisters Willie Mae Johnson and Delores Somerville, one
brother Zellner Somerville Jr., both husbands, bonus
children George Jr., Theodore, and Georgia Ann and a
son-in-law Jonathan Cooper.

In addition to her children, she leaves many to cherish her
memories and carry on her legacy. 24 grandchildren,
Laura Cooper, Janeya Cooper, Clarence West, Treyvon
Jones, Kristina Jones, Teiah Faulk, Quinnton and
Qunntaria Phipps, Jamar Jones, Tiesha Jones, Delana
Jones, Curtis Jones, Curtrice Farrow, Chunicqua Farrow,
Aves Bogan, Domain Bogan, Maya Lognion, Briyanna
Fairley, Aliza Harris, Samuel Sorenson, Kordell Phipps,
Katelynn Phipps, Dominick Phipps and Kobe Phipps. 32
great-grandchildren include, Aubryanna Wilborn,
Jonathan Cooper, Destiyon Sherrod, Aniya West,
Samiyah Reynolds, Kyonna West, Clarence West ]Jr.,
Precious Sherley, Arianna Jones, Nashaunti Jones, Javito
Jones, Benito Jones, Akayeh Jones, Tialer Cooper,
Anthony Archer, Au'mar’’a Archer, Ashton Jones,
Travionna Swift, Travis Swift, Treyvon Swift, Oliver
McCain, Jessie McCain, Deacon Reynold, Curtis Jones Jr.,
Melanie Jones, Malik Moore, Channing Tatum, Jeremiah
Williams, Eliza Standley, Lauren Lognion, Hendrix
Hartman, one great-great grandchild Nevaeh Sherley.
Special nieces DeQuebenese Sommerville and LaKeiskia
(Pinky) Richmond. One first cousin Marcie Lee Brown
and bonus sister Pauline Middlebrook. And a host of
other family and friends, all of whom though near and far
she loved so very deeply.

Order +f [ Gorvicn

Saturday, November 12, 2022 [ 11am
Serenity Funeral Chapel
1638 Sycamore View Road, Memphis, TN 38134

Processional | Minister, Family & Pallbearers
Prayer | Reverend Mark Christmas

Solo | Reverend Martez Taylor /"(
Words of Comfort ‘ \3,{,

Solo | Liz Jones

Expressions | Family & Friends (2 minutes)

Poem | Alga Jones (daughter)

Life Reflections & Acknowledgements | Janeya Cooper
(granddaughter)

Eulogy | Reverend James Jones (son)

Recessional | Minister, Family & Pallbearers




