Alan Harvey Martinek was born October 25, 1948, in Glenwood,
MN, the son of Harvey and Irene (Simek) Martinek. He graduated
from Glenwood High School and Alexandria Technical College in
carpentry. This was during the height of the Vietnam War and he
and most of his classmates from AVTI joined the Navy Seabees to
complete their military requirement. He served a tour in Vietnam
along with many of the group he enlisted with.

Al married Sherilyn Schmidt in 1969 and they moved to Alameda,
CA until he was honorably discharged in 1970. He and Sherilyn
returned to Minnesota and Al began using his skills as a
carpenter for Ogdahl Construction in Glenwood. In November of
1971, they had their first son, Michael. Alan later formed his own
construction company and they also welcomed their second son,
Paul in February of 1977. For a time, Alan also worked and lived
in Dallas, Texas. After moving back to Alexandria in 1994, he
was a 24-year employee and project manager with Ferguson
Construction, retiring in 2018.

Al was a skilled carpenter and did especially fine detailed work on
building cabinets and furniture. He strived for perfection and it
showed in all of his work. He was an avid hunter and fisherman
and enjoyed four-wheeling to his special hunting places. Those
who knew him saw a man with a stoic face and a soft heart for his
family. If someone needed his help, he would be there. His sons
and his grandchildren were the most important gifts he brought to
the world. Al’s work is displayed in both of his sons homes as he
helped them each complete many projects there. He was always
just a phone call away for any advice they needed and often
showed up unannounced for a quick visit. He spent his retirement
time doing the things he loved and left us on November 7, 2020.

Al is survived by his mother, Irene, of Glenwood, two sons, Mike
(Erin) Martinek of Wheaton, and Paul of Alexandria, and four
grandchildren, Gunner, Karter, Oaklee, and Jackson. He is also
survived by his siblings Dennis (Linda) of Glenwood, Jerry
(Marlene) of Burnsville, and Janel (Darrel) Benesh of Alexandria.
He was preceded in death by his father in 2000.

The Twenty-Third Psalm

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul. He leadeth me in the

paths of righteousness for His name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence
of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with

oil: my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.
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