
Thomas “Tom” James Zauche was born on January 22, 1920 to 

William and Etta (Trilk) Zauche on the Canadian border in Baudette, 

MN. He grew up in a very outdoorsy family, spending his youth 

hunting, fishing, and picking berries amidst the landscape of the Rainy 

River and Lake of the Woods. At age 18 he was confirmed in the 

Lutheran faith and graduated from Baudette High School. After high 

school, Tom enrolled in business school for one year in Bemidji before 

transferring to the University of Minnesota. The bombing of Pearl 

Harbor and the United States’ ensuing involvement in WWII called 

Tom away from his education and across the sea to England where he 

served in the U.S. Army Air Force. Following the end of the war, Tom 

was able to complete his education and graduate with a Bachelor’s 

degree in Agricultural Economics from the University of Minnesota. 

Tom’s career in agricultural finance had him adventuring across 

northern Minnesota, teaching agriculture classes to veterans in Roseau 

and Warroad, before eventually settling in for decades of employment 

with Farmer’s Home Administration. It was in Cloquet, MN where Tom 

would meet his future dance partner and wife, Rose McCollor, and the 

two were united in marriage in Proctor, MN in 1951. The couple had 

two children, James “Jim” and Anne. 

 

In 1955 the Zauche family moved to Alexandria, where Tom and Rose 

eventually built a home together on Lake Latoka in 1966, where they 

would spend 35 years together fishing on the lake. Tom’s childhood 

influences followed him into adulthood where he retained a love for 

fishing for bass on Lake Latoka, walleye on Lake of the Woods, hiking, 

bird watching, cross-country skiing, duck hunting, and deer hunting 

with his brother Norman in Park Rapids. Norman was his partner in 

crime in a Christmas tree business of questionable success but one that 

provided many memories and much laughter. In addition to his rugged 

interests, Tom possessed a softer side in which he loved to go dancing 

with Rose and planted a plentiful garden, ensuring she would always 

have produce to can. In his retirement years, Tom could be found 

volunteering and serving on the Board of Directors for Knute Nelson. A 

fun and honest guy whose dedication to his wife was unmatched, he will 

be sincerely missed by all. 

 

On Monday, September 16th, 2019 Tom was reunited with his forever 

dancing partner, Rose, at the age of 99. He is preceded in death by his 

parents, William and Etta Zauche; wife of 64 years, Rose; brothers, 

Norman and William Zauche, and sister, Kathy Prichard. 

Tom is survived by his children, Jim (Robin) Zauche and Anne (Bob) 

Peterson; 9 grandchildren, and 7 great-grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said, 

"I am the resurrection 

and the life; 

he who believes in me, 

though he die, 

yet shall he live, 

and whoever lives 

and believes in me 

shall never die." 

 
                  John 11:25,26 

 
 

 
 

In Loving Memory 
 

Thomas James Zauche 
 

January 22, 1920  
     

September 16, 2019 
 

Memorial Service 

Grand Arbor 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

Monday, September 23, 2019 

11 AM 
 

Officiant  

Pastor Greg Billberg 
 

Musicians 

Jocelyn Zauche 

Tim Zauche 
 

Musical Selections 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

“Beautiful Savior” 

“How Great Thou Art” 
 

Sermon By 

Jake Zauche—Grandson  
 

Letter to Tom 

Written by Jennifer Rodriguez 

Read by Laurie Zauche 
 

Honorary Urnbearers 

All of Tom’s Grandchildren 
 

Interment 

Evergreen Cemetery 

Alexandria, Minnesota 


