
In Loving Memory of

Shirley F. Foerster
Funeral Service

Saturday, September 9, 2023 - 11:00 AM
United Parish of Elkton
Elkton, South Dakota

Officiating
Pastor Daren Junker

Scripture
Philippians 4:6-7

Pianist
Diane Evers

Congregational Hymns
"Amazing Grace"

"Because He Lives"
"I Know That My Redeemer Lives"

Casket Bearers
Kevin Van Dyke               Matthew Van Dyke
Jacob Van Dyke                    Lucas Van Dyke
Gary Hovdstad                     John J. Rudberg

Interment
Elkton City Cemetery
Elkton, South Dakota

Following the committal service, friends are invited to join
the family for food and sharing in the church's fellowship hall.

Arrangements By
Hartquist Funeral Home

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situaƟon, by prayer and 
peƟƟon, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus."                                        - Philippians 4:6-7

In Loving Memory of

Shirley F. Foerster
June 20, 1935 - September 2, 2023



Family Ɵes were important to Shirley. The Kinner family remained 
close through the years with family reunions, celebraƟng special 
birthdays, and regular telephone calls.

Shirley was an independent woman and liked to do things “her way.” 
Yet, she always had a heart for helping others. Whether assisƟng in 
geƫng the “right parts at the right Ɵme” for the shop mechanics 
throughout her career at Kindler PonƟac Cadillac or her 
transportaƟon role, she was ready to give completely to meet the 
needs of those she was assisƟng. She also had a love for small dog 
companions and always had one by her side through the years. Her 
most recent, “Shadow,” is a high energy 11-pound MalƟpoo, who will 
truly miss her “Master.” Shirley also had a very green thumb as she 
thoroughly enjoyed Ňower gardening. She also was an avid walker 
when her health permiƩed.

Without a doubt, Shirley’s greatest passion was her three grandsons. 
As children, they were assured of a “bounty” from Grandma Shirley 
to celebrate Christmas. She enjoyed planning special events for 
them, including one special Ɵme at a waterpark, and was always 
ready with “treats” whenever they visited, such as chocolate chip 
cookie cakes. She hand-made many blankets for her grandsons 
through the years, personalizing them through embroidery. One of 
their favorite memories is bringing their hockey gear to Luverne to 
play on the outside sheet of ice.

Shirley is survived by her son, Kevin (Diane) Van Dyke of West Des 
Moines, Iowa; three grandsons, MaƩhew (Elizabeth) Van Dyke of 
Houston, Texas, Jacob (Leslie) Van Dyke of Ankeny, Iowa, and Lucas 
(Elizabeth) Van Dyke of Hudson, Ohio; two great-granddaughters, 
Gabriella and Isabelle, and a great-grandson due in December; 
brother, Bruce Kinner of Lake Benton; sister, Bernita Crapser (Kinner) 
of Sioux Falls; and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Reuben and Edna Kinner; brothers, Calvin 
Kinner and Kenneth Kinner; nephew, Keith Kinner; and niece, Brenda 
Wurzberger (Kinner).

Shirley Fae Kinner was born on June 20, 1935, in Lake Benton, 
Minnesota, to Reuben Richard Kinner and Edna Mae (MoƩer) Kinner. 
She aƩended Lake Benton Schools and graduated from Lake Benton 
High School in 1953. Shortly aŌer graduaƟon, Shirley married Henry 
(“Hank”) Van Dyke and they moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota. They 
were marred for ten years and had a son, Kevin, in 1957.

Shirley was employed at Terry’s Dry Cleaners in downtown Sioux Falls 
for 4 years. In 1967, Shirley became employed at Kindler PonƟac 
Cadillac at 9Ǧǚ & Minnesota in Sioux Falls, where she developed her 
35-year career in the Parts Department. She truly enjoyed assisƟng 
customers by making sure the “shop mechanics” had the necessary 
parts to perform needed repairs to customer vehicles. She oŌen 
shared her “car experƟse” with Kevin, who grew up loyal to the 
“PonƟac” brand for his Įrst car and several thereaŌer.

Shirley married Loren Becker in 2000. Unfortunately, Loren passed 
away on their 5-week anniversary.  The year 2002 was an evenƞul 
year for Shirley. She married Lee Foerster, moved to Luverne, 
Minnesota, to join Lee, and reƟred from Kindler PonƟac Cadillac. 
Shirley and Lee were married for 8 years. Upon Lee’s passing, Shirley 
conƟnued to reside in Luverne for 10 years maintaining her 
friendships she developed there. During this Ɵme, she worked for 
several local agencies in transporƟng individuals to their medical 
appointments, someƟmes making two round trips each day to Sioux 
Falls, oŌen in adverse weather condiƟons. Her transport work was 
her passion and social outlet since she looked forward to talking with 
her “riders” as they traveled together.

In 2020, Shirley moved to Sioux Falls to live closer to her beloved 
sister, Bernita, and her medical treatment providers. Shirley resided 
at Sunnycrest ReƟrement Village with her pet companion, “Shadow,” 
unƟl her recent short stays at Sanford Hospital and the Sanford 
“Centennial” Hospice CoƩage, where she peacefully passed away on 
September 2, 2023.

Shirley had a strong ChrisƟan faith. As a child, she aƩended the First 
BapƟst Church of Lake Benton, where she was bapƟzed in 1944. 
Upon moving to Sioux Falls, she was a regular aƩender of Central 
BapƟst Church and later Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church unƟl 
her health no longer permiƩed her to aƩend in person. She also was 
a regular parƟcipant in women’s Bible-studies where she received 
further spiritual feeding.


