
Isaac Cornell Perala, 37, of Grand Forks, ND, and a Crookston, 
MN native, died unexpectedly in Grand Forks on Friday, January 26, 
2024.

 Isaac was born in Crookston on June 27, 1986, the youngest of 3 
sons of the union of Warren Matthew and Cheryl Lynn (Ulseth) Perala. 
He was baptized and confirmed in the Trinity Lutheran Church and 
attended Crookston schools where he was a 3-sport athlete, participating 
in football, wrestling, and his favorite sport, baseball. He graduated in 
2004 and attended the University of Minnesota Crookston for a year 
before transferring to the University of North Dakota and coached 
8th grade football in Crookston. After earning his bachelor’s degree 
in Elementary Education, he began working for TC’s Custom Painting 
and continued helping Joey and the company as needed. Isaac began 
working for Development Homes, Inc. (DHI) gaming in 2009, quickly 
moving into gaming management. He provided support to DHI gaming 
employees across the state of North Dakota while working with the 
hospitality industry and distributors. He played a pivotal role in the 
ongoing growth and success of the DHI Gaming Division.

 As a younger man Isaac played baseball for the Crookston Reds and 
in later years with teams in Grand Forks softball leagues. There was 
nothing Isaac loved more than being on area golf courses with friends. 
He was a lifelong member of Trinity Lutheran Church.

 Isaac provided countless moments of joy and laughter, thriving 
on lighthearted, humorous banter. He would be the first to engage in 
random acts of kindness, offering help to those who needed it most.

 Isaac is survived by his parents, Warren and Cheryl Perala of 
Crookston; brother and sister-in-law, David and Samantha Perala of 
Crookston; grandmother, Donna Ulseth of Crookston; aunts and uncles: 
Pam Grove of Climax, MN, Marc and Rose Ulseth of Crookston, Kathy 
Ulseth-Tenold of Fargo, ND, Carolyn Hultquist of Pinedale, WY, and 
Shelden and Cheryl Perala of Boise, ID; nieces and nephews: Christopher 
Martin (fiancé, Bailey Bealer), Angelica, Jasmine, Lucas, Gabrielle, and 
Natalie Perala; great-nieces and great-nephew: Paisley, Eli, and Rilen; as 
well as many close cousins, extended family, and friends. 

 Isaac was preceded in death by a brother, Jason Perala; grandparents, 
Roger Ulseth and Toivo and Arlene Perala; aunt, Martene Olson; and 
uncle, Larry Hultquist.

Blessed be the memory of Isaac Cornell Perala.   
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Isaac Cornell Perala
June 27, 1986   -   January 26, 2024

The Memorial Service Honoring Isaac’s Life
Saturday, February 3, 2024 at 11:00 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church - Crookston, Minnesota
The Rev. Greg Isaacson, officiating

Scripture Readings
Genesis 18:1-2a, 9-15; 21:1-6

Psalm 23
John 11:28-44

Congregational Hymns
“On Eagle’s Wings”

“Amazing Grace
George French, accompanist

Special Recorded Music
“I Can Only Imagine” by Mercy Me
“Scars in Heaven” by Casting Crows

Honorary Urn Bearers
Isaac’s Beloved Cousins

We would like to thank everyone for your very kind expressions of 
sympathy during this difficult time. Is has meant so much and will 

never be forgotten. Thank you for honoring his memory with 
your presence, whether in body or spirit, as we come 

together to Celebrate Isaac’s Life.
With love,

Warren and Cheryl – David and Samantha – Donna
Nieces and Nephews - Aunts and Uncles – Cousins -  and Family


