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Lesson Fivel
Daniel 8 & 12

The Ram of God

and
That Terrible Goat
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nrhen | lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and,

behold, there stood before the river a ram

which had two horns: and the two horns were

high; but one was higher than the other, and

t he higher oam® up | ast.

B — Lifting up oneds
¢ WA Y ancient idiomatic expression.

A 1saac lifted up his eyes and saw Rebecca

coming.
A Jacob lifted up his eyes and saw Esau coming.
AGodods people, while reatg

lifted up their eyes and saw the ark coming.
(Gen. 24:63, 33:1-5, | Sam. 6:13; respectively)




This phrase often relates to something dramatic
that is about to occur, especially in prophecy.
Mel i veranceo of some f or

The most wonder f ul nl i1 ft
In the whole Bible, comes from this story:

Mnd Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked,

and behold behi nd hi m wa:
a ram caught in a thicket by his | » e 4

horns: and Abraham went and took }‘@S

the ram, and offered him up for a

burnt offering in the stead of his

- >
SON.O(Gen. 22:13) : H@,

\
)



God provided a Aramo an
Isaac. God Is providing today His Son to
deliver us:

nMhe Lamb 1TaflT HEondfOGod.o

Daniel lifts up his eyes and says:

Behold, there stood before the river a
ram.O(Dan. 8:3)

Notice: Dani el 60s first ©pict
was of inactivity. The Ram is
waiting for something.




Daniel goes on, seeing:

M| ram which had two horns: and the two
horns wemaes3hi gho

What could these be? Gabriel will later say:

nrhe ram which thou sawest having two

horns are the kings of
(vs 20)

Are these horns, then, the first two
historical kings, Darius and Cyrus?



Our first impression would suggest that.
Gabriel had just told Daniel to think of that

historic empire, Medo-Persia!

But there are deeper prophetic issues related
to this Ram and its geographic symbolism.

It says:
y NThe two horns wer

was higher than the other, and the
higher came up last.0(pan. 8:3)

Darius the Mede was the first governor of the
Babylonian region, appointed by Cyrus, the
conqguering general. Though his rule was
regional, he was called a fk i nHe.was the
first and smaller of the two horns.



The last horn was larger, which would
correspond to Cyrus, who then took over
the whole kingdom.

However, the literal, historical picture sets
the stage for a very solemn and wonderful
prophecy! How do we know this?



Here are the fascinating detalils:

1. Before he even announced that
the Ram was Medo-Persia,
Gabriel said, O son of man: for at the time
oftheendshallbe t he (@ads8a7)lon . O
(The Ram and he-goat are end of time.)

Did you get that?
We will learn shortly that that refers to the time
surrounding the Second Advent.

2. This announcement Is given as a spiritual
metaphor. It is going to be our key to
understanding the prophecy of Daniel 8! Then:
Was there anythingn s p I raboutC@usd




That Is a stunning invitation to evaluate
the symbolism related to Daniel 8. Did
you know that over 100 years previous to
this prophecy God told Isaiah that Cyrus,
by name, would come on the scene as a
el i verer ?0

| t 0s al most unbell evab
He said:



Cyrus: Jesus:

He is my shepherd Good Shepherd

(Isa. 44:28) (John 10:11, Heb. 13:20)
GodOos anoi n3Spiatdnointed Him

(Isa. 44:28) (Luke 4:18, Isa. 61:1)

Came from east As lightening from east
(Isa. 46:11) (Matt. 24:27)

Sets the captives free Deliverance of captives
(Isa. 45:13) (Luke 4:16)

Called righteous Called THE Righteous
(Isa. 43:13) (I John 2:1)

Do you see why this prophecy has dual meaning?



The nkingdomso of Medi a
amalgamated under Cyrus. That gave him
his power base to eventually rule the world.

Spiritually T who iIs the Ram?

We are soon

going to see that
this is the first great
prophecy of the
final battle between
Christ and Satan.



But what about the two horns of
God O s-tinee Ran?

What two distinct powers, in support
of Jesus Christ, atthe n t | ofrtlee

e n dcoudd be represented by the
two horns?




The answer doesndimoskasec k
tied to the varied meanings of the two withesses
of Revelation 11:3-5.

The clue lies in the two different times the horns
appear, then grow, noting especially that the
second horn becomes much larger. There is one
example of two groups of people/saints who give
wonderful support to Christ at the end of time:

1. The 144,000, representing the
12 tribes, I1s the smaller horn.

2. The great multitude is the greater horn.

Both groups will be translated, all will wash their
robes in the blood of the Lamb i That Ram of God!

f



