
Celebrating  the  Life  of 

Doug  Glesne 

1938  -  2022 

      Paul Douglas "Doug" Glesne was born on November 13, 1938, in Willmar, MN to 
Clarence and Thelma (Rime) Glesne.  He was baptized and confirmed at the West 
Norway Lake Lutheran Church.  Doug attended country school at District 29 in Norway 
Lake Township, rural Sunburg.  He continued his education at the Brooten High School 
and graduated from the Morris Ag School in Morris, MN which is currently the University 
of Minnesota Morris.  He joined the Minnesota National Guard and served 8 
years.  During that time, he began farming with his father and his Uncle Reuben Glesne 
which became his lifelong career.  On July 1, 1961, he married LaVonne Kosse.  To this 
union four children were born:  Sheila Kay, Keith Douglas, Kent Alan and Dawn 
Marie.  They were later divorced.  In 2000 Doug met Ardis Knight which started a lifelong 
companionship.  He was an active, lifelong member of Hope Lutheran Church where he 
served on the church council, cemetery board, usher and took part in the annual lutefisk 
dinner.  He was also a member of the New London American Legion, NRA, American 
Quarter Horse Association, American Coon Hunters Association, Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation and the Crow River Riders Saddle Club.   Doug spent many summer Sundays 
competing in western events at horse shows and racing horses at the local county 
fairs.   One of his pastimes was raising Chesapeake Bay Retrievers in which he took pride 
in sending them all over the United States.  Another past time was coon hunting with his 
sons and grandsons and showing how it was done with his many local friends.  Some of 
his favorite times were the annual corn roasts with family and friends at Glesne Lake. 

      Doug’s real passion was working with cattle and farming alongside his father 
Clarence and son Kent and grandson Aaren.  One of his favorite times was the spring and 
fall cattle drives, moving the cattle from home to pastures and then pastures to home 
with the horses, him being in the lead.  In later years he enjoyed counting the cows and 
checking fences on his four-wheeler.  He was an avid fur trapper, duck hunter, deer 
hunter and fisherman.  His annual “vacation” was spent at deer camp at Comstock Lake 
and Spider Lake in Northern Minnesota with family and close friends.   He made several 
trips to Colorado elk hunting and had hopes of going one more time.  While he always 
had a passion for country music and dancing, he found his love for singing while he and 
Ardy wintered in South Texas.  He participated in Karaoke any chance he could and 
started singing in church.  A proud moment for him was being asked to sing at his 
granddaughters wedding.  Doug’s Norwegian Heritage was very important to him and 
was evident in his noticeable accent and fluent ability to speak Norwegian.   The 
University of Oslo made a video of him and several others in the Sunburg area while 
they were here studying the Norwegian language spoken by the local residents.  He was 
thrilled while visiting Norway to be recognized by the local residents there that had seen 
the video.  Doug took most pride in his family: children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.  Also, his sister, nephew and nieces.  He greatly missed his grandson 
Aaren Alan Glesne.  

       Doug is survived by his loving companion, Ardis Knight, daughter Sheila (Dean) 
Rasmusson, son Keith, son Kent (special friend Trisha Martinell) and daughter Dawn 
(Eric) Daniel.  Grandchildren Sarah, Danielle, Shawn, Shelby, Taylor, Brandon, Megan, 
Evan, Andrea, Hannah and Hailey, and 17 great grandchildren.  Sister Marilyn Young, one 
nephew and four nieces, several great nephews, great nieces and cousins.  He is also 
survived by Ardis’s children, Brian, Kevin (Nancy), Brad (Nicole), and her grandchildren. 

      He was preceded in death by his parents Clarence and Thelma, Grandson Aaren Alan 
Glesne and Brother-in-law Dale Young.  
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Celebration  of  Life  Service 

Saturday, July 30, 2022   -   11:00 a.m. 

Hope Lutheran Church 
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Prelude                                                                              Bonnie Magnuson 

Opening Hymn   “The Old Rugged Cross” 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Apostolic Greeting and Prayer 

Words of Remembrance 

Hymn    “Amazing Grace” 

Scripture Readings 

Special Music  “Den Store Hvide Flok”                 Gary & Joyce Rudningen 

Message                                                                                          Pastor Jennifer Thul 

Special Music  “In The Garden”    Gary & Joyce Rudningen 

Apostle’s Creed, Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer 

Commendation 

Closing Hymn   “How Great Thou Art” 

Postlude 

 

Active  Casketbearers 

Shawn Swanson      Brandon Rasmusson      Evan Glesne      Marvin Glesne 

Steve Moe      Jerry Johnson      Jim Thompson      Wayne Netland 

 

Honorary  Casketbearers 

Sarah Johnson      Danielle Skindelien      Shelby Winther      Taylor Rasmusson 

Megan Klix      Andrea Glesne      Hannah Larson      Hailey Knott 

 

Military  Honor  Guard 

American Legion Post #537 

New London, Minnesota 

 

Interment 

West Norway Lake Lutheran Cemetery 

Sunburg, Minnesota 

Twenty-Third Psalm 

 

The Lord is my Shepherd:  

I shall not want... 

He maketh me to lie down 

 in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters... 

 

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths 

of righteousness for His name's sake... 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, 

they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table 

before me in the presence of mine 

enemies: Thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over... 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  

all the days of my life: and I will dwell in 

the house of the Lord forever. 


