Lesson 7

The Seven Trumpets
Sabbath Afternoon, February 9

In earnest, agonizing prayer [sinners] call for God to pass them not by. The kings, the mighty
men, the lofty, the proud, the mean man, alike bow together under a pressure of woe, desolation,
misery inexpressible; heart-anguished prayers are wrung from their lips. Mercy! mercy! Save us
from the wrath of an offended God! A voice answers them with terrible distinctness, sternness, and
majesty: “Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out My hand, and no man
regarded; but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and would none of My reproof: I also will laugh
at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh.”—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 41.
The people who have braved out their rebellion will fulfill the description given in Revelation
6:15-17. . . . The shepherds who lead the sheep in false paths will hear the charge made against
them, “It was you who made light of truth. It was you who told us that God’s law was abrogated,
that it was a yoke of bondage. It was you who voiced the false doctrines when I was convicted that
these Seventh-day Adventists had the truth. The blood of our souls is upon your priestly garments. .
. . What shall we do who listened to your garbling of the Scriptures and your turning into a lie the
truth which if obeyed would have saved us?”
When Christ comes to take vengeance on those who have educated and trained the people to
trample on God’s Sabbath, to tear down His memorial, and tread down with their feet the feed of
His pastures, lamentations will be in vain. Those who trusted in the false shepherds had the word
of God to search for themselves, and they find that God will judge every man who has had the
truth and turned from the light because it involved self-denial and the cross. Rocks and mountains
cannot screen them from the indignation of Him that sitteth on the throne and from the wrath of
the Lamb.—Maranatha, p. 290.
From garrets, from hovels, from dungeons, from scaffolds, from mountains and deserts, from the
caves of the earth and the caverns of the sea, Christ will gather His children to Himself. On earth
they have been destitute, afflicted, and tormented. Millions have gone down to the grave loaded
with infamy because they refused to yield to the deceptive claims of Satan. By human tribunals the
children of God have been adjudged the vilest criminals. But the day is near when “God is judge
Himself.” (Psalm 50:6). Then the decisions of earth shall be reversed. “The rebuke of His people
shall He take away.” Isaiah 25:8. White robes will be given to every one of them. (Revelation
6:11.) And “they shall call them the holy people, the redeemed of the Lord.” Isaiah 62:12.
Whatever crosses they have been called to bear, whatever losses they have sustained, whatever
persecution they have suffered, even to the loss of their temporal life, the children of God are
amply recompensed. “They shall see His face; and His name shall be in their
foreheads.” Revelation 22:4.—Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 179, 180.
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Sunday, February 10: The Prayers of the Saints

As the priests morning and evening entered the holy place at the time of incense, the daily
sacrifice was ready to be offered upon the altar in the court without. This was a time of intense
interest to the worshipers who assembled at the tabernacle. Before entering into the presence of
God through the ministration of the priest, they were to engage in earnest searching of heart and
confession of sin. They united in silent prayer, with their faces toward the holy place. Thus their
petitions ascended with the cloud of incense, while faith laid hold upon the merits of the promised
Saviour prefigured by the atoning sacrifice. The hours appointed for the morning and the evening
sacrifice were regarded as sacred, and they came to be observed as the set time for worship
throughout the Jewish nation. . . . In this custom Christians have an example for morning and
evening prayer. . . . God . . . looks with great pleasure upon those who love Him, bowing morning
and evening to seek pardon for sins committed and to present their requests for needed blessings.—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 353.
Solemn events before us are yet to transpire. Trumpet after trumpet is to be sounded; vial after
vial poured out one after another upon the inhabitants of the earth.
The world is soon to be left by the angel of mercy and the seven last plagues are to be poured
out. . . . The bolts of God’s wrath are soon to fall, and when He shall begin to punish the
transgressors there will be no period of respite until the end.—Last Day Events, p. 238.
[To] human sight it will appear that the people of God must soon seal their testimony with their
blood as did the martyrs before them. They themselves begin to fear that the Lord has left them to
fall by the hand of their enemies. It is a time of fearful agony. Day and night they cry unto God for
deliverance. . . . Like Jacob, all are wrestling with God. Their countenances express their internal
struggle. Paleness sits upon every face. Yet they cease not their earnest intercession.
Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold companies of angels that excel in
strength stationed about those who have kept the word of Christ’s patience. With sympathizing
tenderness, angels have witnessed their distress and have heard their prayers. They are waiting the
word of their Commander to snatch them from their peril. But they must wait yet a little longer.
The people of God must drink of the cup and be baptized with the baptism. The very delay, so
painful to them, is the best answer to their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly for the
Lord to work they are led to exercise faith, hope, and patience, which have been too little
exercised during their religious experience. Yet for the elect’s sake the time of trouble will be
shortened. “Shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him?… I tell you that
He will avenge them speedily.” Luke 18:7, 8. The end will come more quickly than men expect.—
The Great Controversy, p. 630.
Monday, February 11: The Meaning of the Trumpets

Very soon after leaving Egypt [the Israelites] were organized and most thoroughly disciplined. . .
. The Lord did not leave His holy tabernacle to be borne indiscriminately by any tribe that might
choose. . . . The Levites were designated by the Lord as the tribe in the midst of whom the sacred
ark was to be borne, Moses and Aaron marching just in front of the ark, and the sons of Aaron
following near them, each bearing trumpets. They were to receive directions from Moses, which
they were to signify to the people by speaking through the trumpets. These trumpets gave special
sounds which the people understood, and directed their movements accordingly.
A special signal was first given by the trumpeters to call the attention of the people; then all
were to be attentive and obey the certain sound of the trumpets. There was no confusion of sound
in the voices of the trumpets, therefore there was no excuse for confusion in movements. The head
officer of each company gave definite directions in regard to the movements they were required to
make, and none who gave attention were left in ignorance of what they were to do.—Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 1, pp. 650, 651.
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By reflecting the image of Jesus Christ, by the beauty and holiness of their characters, by their
continual self-denial and their separation from all idols, large or small, [God’s people] reveal that
they have learned in the school of Christ. They are continually catching the spirit of love and
forbearance, meekness, and gentleness, and they stand as representatives of Christ, a spectacle to
the world, to angels, and to men. . . .
They are to stand as the strong fortress of truth, their light shining far in the moral darkness of
the world. The Lord has a message for the watchmen on the walls of Zion to bear. The trumpet is
to give no uncertain sound.—Our High Calling, p. 247.
There is a work to be done among the churches of Seventh-day Adventists that has not yet been
done. . . . Let all humble themselves before God, asking for grace and wisdom, that they may see
wherein they have violated His holy law. Unless His Spirit enlightens them, they will never know,
even though it is set before them by their brethren. Those who refuse to come into right relation
to God, who will not obey the rules of His government, do not bear His mark. . . .
The Lord is merciful. He does not chastise His people because He hates them, but because He
hates the sins they are committing. He must chastise them, that they may return to their loyalty.
He designs their punishment to be a warning to them and to others. No one need walk in darkness.
No one need say, “Specify to me the precise wrongs of which I am guilty.” To those who say this, I
give the word of the Lord: “Search prayerfully, and you will know.”—The Upward Look, p. 240.
Tuesday, February 12: The Angel With an Open Book

[The] angel of Revelation 10 is represented as having one foot on the sea and one foot on the
land, showing that the message will be carried to distant lands, the ocean will be crossed, and the
islands of the sea will hear the proclamation of the last message of warning to our world.
This message announces the end of the prophetic periods. The disappointment of those who
expected to see our Lord in 1844 was indeed bitter to those who had so ardently looked for His
appearing. It was in the Lord’s order that this disappointment should come, and that hearts should
be revealed.—Selected Messages, book 2, pp. 107, 108.
Let all our brethren and sisters beware of anyone who would set a time for the Lord to fulfill His
word in regard to His coming, or in regard to any other promise He has made of special
significance. “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His
own power.” False teachers may appear to be very zealous for the work of God, and may expend
means to bring their theories before the world and the church; but as they mingle error with truth,
their message is one of deception, and will lead souls into false paths. They are to be met and
opposed, not because they are bad men, but because they are teachers of falsehood and are
endeavoring to put upon falsehood the stamp of truth.—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel
Workers, p. 55.
Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has not prepared for; not one opposing force
has risen to counterwork the work of God but He has foreseen. All has taken place as He has
predicted through His prophets. He has not left His church in darkness, forsaken, but has traced in
prophetic declarations what would occur, and through His providence, acting in its appointed place
in the world’s history, He has brought about that which His Holy Spirit inspired the prophets to
foretell. All His purposes will be fulfilled and established. His law is linked with His throne, and
satanic agencies combined with human agencies cannot destroy it. Truth is inspired and guarded by
God; it will live, and will succeed, although it may appear at times to be overshadowed. The gospel
of Christ is the law exemplified in character. The deceptions practiced against it, every device for
vindicating falsehood, every error forged by satanic agencies, will eventually be eternally broken,
and the triumph of truth will be like the appearing of the sun at noonday. The Sun of Righteousness
shall shine forth with healing in His wings, and the whole earth shall be filled with His glory.—
Selected Messages, book 2, p. 108.
Wednesday, February 13: Eating the Scroll
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We are to give the last warning of God to men, and what should be our earnestness in studying
the Bible and our zeal in spreading the light! Let every soul who has received the divine
illumination seek to impart it. Let the workers go from house to house, opening the Bible to the
people, circulating the publications, telling others of the light that has blessed their own souls. . . .
A great work is to be done, and those who know the truth should make mighty intercession for
help. The love of Christ must fill their own hearts. The Spirit of Christ must be poured out upon
them, and they must be making ready to stand in the judgment. As they consecrate themselves to
God, a convincing power will attend their efforts to present the truth to others. . . . The last
warning is to be proclaimed before “many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings,” and the
promise is given, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”Revelation 10:11;
Matthew 28:20.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, pp. 122, 123.
All . . . will be tested. If they will make Christ their pattern, He will give them wisdom and
knowledge and understanding; they will grow in grace and aptitude in Christ’s way; their
characters will be molded after His similitude. If they fail of keeping the way of the Lord, another
spirit will control the mind and judgment, and they will plan without the Lord and will take their
own course. . . . The time has come when everything is to be shaken that can be shaken, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Every case is coming in review before God; He is
measuring the temple and the worshipers therein.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, p. 219.
The church is firmly and decidedly to hold her principles before the whole heavenly universe and
the kingdoms of the world; steadfast fidelity in maintaining the honor and sacredness of the law of
God will attract the notice and admiration of even the world, and many will, by the good works
which they shall behold, be led to glorify our Father in heaven. . . .
The Lord has provided His church with capabilities and blessings, that they may present to the
world an image of His own sufficiency, and that His church may be complete in Him, a continual
representation of another, even the eternal world, of laws that are higher than earthly laws. His
church is to be a temple built after the divine similitude, and the angelic architect has brought his
golden measuring rod from heaven, that every stone may be hewed and squared by the divine
measurement and polished to shine as an emblem of heaven, radiating in all directions the bright,
clear beams of the Sun of Righteousness. . . . Clad in complete armor of light and righteousness,
she enters upon her final conflict. The dross, the worthless material, will be consumed, and the
influence of the truth testifies to the world of its sanctifying, ennobling character.—Testimonies to
Ministers and Gospel Workers, pp. 16, 17.
Thursday, February 14: The Two Witnesses

The two witnesses represent the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament. Both are
important testimonies to the origin and perpetuity of the law of God. Both are witnesses also to
the plan of salvation. The types, sacrifices, and prophecies of the Old Testament point forward to a
Saviour to come. The Gospels and Epistles of the New Testament tell of a Saviour who has come in
the exact manner foretold by type and prophecy.—The Great Controversy, p. 267.
The war against the Bible, carried forward for so many centuries in France, culminated in the
scenes of the Revolution. That terrible outbreaking was but the legitimate result of Rome’s
suppression of the Scriptures. . . . It presented the most striking illustration which the world has
ever witnessed of the working out of the papal policy. . . .
The papal power sought to hide from the people the word of truth, and set before them false
witnesses to contradict its testimony. . . . When the Bible was proscribed by religious and secular
authority; when its testimony was perverted, and every effort made that men and demons could
invent to turn the minds of the people from it; when those who dared proclaim its sacred truths
were hunted, betrayed, tortured, buried in dungeon cells, martyred for their faith, or compelled to
flee to mountain fastnesses, and to dens and caves of the earth—then the faithful witnesses
prophesied in sackcloth. Yet they continued their testimony throughout the entire period of 1260
years. In the darkest times there were faithful men who loved God’s word and were jealous for His
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honor. To these loyal servants were given wisdom, power, and authority to declare His truth during
the whole of this time.—The Great Controversy, pp. 265, 267.
The infidel Voltaire once boastingly said: “I am weary of hearing people repeat that twelve men
established the Christian religion. I will prove that one man may suffice to overthrow it.”
Generations have passed since his death. Millions have joined in the war upon the Bible. But it is so
far from being destroyed, that where there were a hundred in Voltaire’s time, there are now ten
thousand, yes, a hundred thousand copies of the book of God. In the words of an early Reformer
concerning the Christian church, “The Bible is an anvil that has worn out many hammers.” Saith
the Lord: “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.” Isaiah 54:17.
“The word of our God shall stand forever.” “All His commandments are sure. They stand fast for
ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.” Isaiah 40:8; Psalm 111:7, 8. Whatever is
built upon the authority of man will be overthrown; but that which is founded upon the rock of
God’s immutable word shall stand forever.—The Great Controversy, p. 288.
Friday, February 15: For Further Reading
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, “Selling the Birthright,” p. 41; The Great Controversy, “The
Bible and the French Revolution,” pp. 265–288.
---------

EGW Notes Q1 SSL7 The Seven Trumpets.doc - Page 5 of 5

