
Ellen Ann Holtman, 85, of Crookston, MN, passed away late Saturday 
evening, June 1, 2024, in RiverView Health, Crookston, with loving family at her side.  
	 Ellen was born in Ada, MN on January 23, 1939, the 6th of 7 children of the union of 
William and Eleanor (Zenner) Lundon. While growing up in Ada, Ellen was baptized and 
confirmed in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, educated in Ada schools and graduated from 
Ada High with the Class of 1957. On June 1, 1961 Ellen married the love of her life, Ronald 
Holtman, in a ceremony held at St. Joseph’s.
	 The couple made their first home in Ada and over the next few years welcomed 3 sons: 
Bob, Jim, and Doug. In 1966 the family moved to Crookston, and a year later to Red Lake 
Falls, where daughter, Lori, was born. While in Red Lake Falls Ellen was employed at the 
Co-op Store and then with the grocery store in Peppermint Square. In 1979 Ellen, Ron, and 
the kids returned to Crookston, where until her retirement in 2001, Ellen was employed by 
Tri-Valley as a receptionist while also providing administrative support. She was always 
grateful for the many Tri-Valley friendships formed during those years. Sadly, their son, 
Jim, passed away on October 31, 1996.
Ellen was devoted to her beloved husband, Ron, and together they were very proud of their 
4 children and their many accomplishments.  Her love for family and God was unwavering. 
She was fiercely protective of her kids and no matter how old they were she always said 
they were never too old to stop worrying about, often calling to be sure they got home ok. It 
wasn’t your birthday until she called to sing “Happy Birthday to You”, always changing the 
last line to “May Jesus bless you!”  Ellen was a very good cook, spending many Saturday 
mornings in the kitchen.  Some of the family favorites being her homemade caramel rolls, 
chocolate chip cookies and Christmas dinner meatballs. She was a great wife and the best 
Mom ever. 
	 Ellen loved doing crafts and crocheting afghans, doilies and washcloths. She made 
each grandchild a special afghan for their confirmation. She also taught herself to paint and 
developed many techniques that made her finished works a treasure to hang on anybody’s 
wall.  She had a passion for reading and enjoyed watching the Minnesota Twins, often 
adding her own commentary.   She thoroughly enjoyed Sunday afternoons spent visiting 
and laughing while playing 10,000, Turkey Foot or the card game Golf with Ron, Mark and 
Joan.
	 Ellen will be deeply missed but we will carry her in our hearts forever. Now instead 
of worrying about her family, and calling to check on them, she will be guiding us all along 
our way.
	 Ellen leaves to mourn her passing, Ron, with whom she shared exactly 63 years of 
marriage since her death took place on their anniversary. She also said goodbye to their 
3 children: Bob and Tina Holtman of Fertile, MN, and Doug and Dianne Holtman and 
Lori and Dan Nystad, all of Crookston; 6 grandchildren: Brad (Ashley) Holtman of Ada, 
MN, and Brooke (Kolton) Walker, Kate (Ryan) Overgaard, Cody (Melissa) Holtman, Sarah 
(Derek) Ringdahl, and Jessica Nystad, all of Crookston; and 14 great-grandchildren. She 
also leaves siblings: Phyllis Drake of Fargo, ND, Joan (Mark) Chisholm of Gary, MN, sister-
in-law Betty Lundon of Dilworth, MN and from Ron’s family, Cheryl Lampton of Twin 
Valley, MN; as well as many nieces, nephews, extended family, and friends.
	 In addition to her son, Jim, Ellen is preceded in death by her parents, Bill and Eleanor 
Lundon; siblings and siblings-in-law: Richard Lundon, Norinne and Richard Rockstad, 
Clayton Drake, William and Geri Lundon, and Dorothy and Henry Aaby; and from Ron’s 
family, parents-in-law, Max and Goldie Holtman; and brother-in-law, Wayne Holtman.

Blessed be the memory of Ellen Ann (Lundon) Holtman.  



I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free;

I’m following the path God laid for me.

I took His hand when I heard Him call;

I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day

To laugh, to love, to work or play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way;

I found that peace at close of day.

If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,

Oh yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow;

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, I’ve savored much—

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief;

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

Lift up your hearts and peace to thee;

God wanted me now; He set me free.

I N  L O V I N G  M E M O RY

Ellen Ann Holtman
January 23, 1939  -  June 1, 2024

The Memorial Service Honoring Ellen’s Life
Friday, June 7, 2024 at 11:00 a.m.

Stenshoel-Houske Funeral Home
Crookston, Minnesota

The Rev. Greg Isaacson, officiating

Scripture Readings
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39

John 14:18-21, 23
Ephesians 4:7, ll-16

Special Music
“How Great Thou Art”

“In the Garden”
Sarah Monson, soloist and pianist

Congregational Hymns
“Amazing Grace”

“On Eagle’s Wings”
Sarah Monson, accompanist

Honorary Urn Bearers
Ellen’s Beloved Grandchildren

Graveside Service
Friday, June 7, 2024 at 1:00 p.m.

Oakdale Cemetery
Crookston, Minnesota

We would like to thank everyone for the very kind expressions of sympathy that have meant so 
much to us. Thank you also for your presence, whether in body or spirit, as we Celebrate the 
Life of our Wonderful Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, Sister, and Aunt.

With Grateful Hearts,

Ron – Bob and Tina – Doug and Dianne – Lori and Dan
Two Generations Who Loved Their Grandma Dearly – and Family


