
 

 

 

  

 

In Loving Memory 

November 25, 1946    May 12, 2023 
 

Friday, May 26, 2023 at 12:30 p.m. 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 

Crookston, Minnesota 
The Knights of Columbus Council 1216 

 

Friday, May 26, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 

Crookston, Minnesota 
Father Pat Sullivan, presiding 

 

“Here I Am, Lord” 
“Shepherd Me, Oh God” 

“Prayer of St. Francis” 
“Be Not Afraid” 

“On Eagle’s Wings” 
Gaye Wick, cantor 

Kim Mulvaney-Kroll, accompanist 
 

Rick Mercil 

 

US Navy Funeral Honors Team-Minneapolis 
Crookston Veterans Council 

 

Calvary Cemetery 
Crookston, Minnesota 

 

Bill’s Family would like to thank you for your very 

kind expressions of sympathy and for your presence, whether 

in body or spirit at the Celebration of His Life. 

 

od saw he was getting tired  

And a cure was not to be, 

 So, He put His arms around him  

And whispered, “Come with Me.”  

With tearful eyes we watched him suffer  

And saw him fade away,  

Although we loved him dearly  

We could not make him stay. 

 A golden heart stopped beating 

 Hard working hands to rest, 

 God broke our hearts to prove to us  

He only takes the best. 



of Crookston, MN, passed away Friday 

morning, May 12, 2023, in RiverView Health, Crookston, after battling health 
issues for some time. He had become a resident of Benedictine Living Community 
Crookston on March 14th after living in Oak Court for many years. 
 
Bill, as he was affectionately known throughout his life, was born on November 
25, 1946, at Red Lake Falls, MN, the son of Donald and Marlys (Mercil) Vaudrin. 
He was baptized in the Catholic faith and as a young boy moved with his parents 
and sister, Sylvia, to Crookston. Bill attended Cathedral High School where he 
played football as a lineman for the Blue Wave and was nicknamed “Chopper” 
by his teammates. From these years a lifelong bond was formed with Coach Bill 
Sullivan, a man he greatly admired and respected. Bill graduated with the Class 
of 1965 and then attended UM Duluth, UM Crookston, and UND at different 
times. He enlisted in the US Navy on August 28, 1968 and spent most of his 6-
year tour proudly serving as an ordinance mechanic aboard the USS America. 
This was during the Vietnam War and the America spent quite a bit of time in 
that theater of operations. For his service to his country, Bill was awarded the 
National Defense Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, and the Republic of Vi-
etnam Campaign Medal. Following his honorable discharge on August 3, 1974, 
he returned to Crookston. While caring for his mother he was also employed for 
several years at American Crystal Sugar during fall harvest campaigns, and later 
at Crookston Welding. He also worked a few winters with the Crookston Park 
Board taking care of the warming house for the skating rink in Central Park  
 
Bill was a sports fan throughout his life. Whether it was following the local high 
school teams or the professionals, he loved keeping up with how they were do-
ing. Bill enjoyed going for daily walks around downtown Crookston and stop-
ping at Olson’s Barber Shop, Widman’s, and other places of business to talk 
sports and rehash games played the night before. He was truly ‘The Sports Guy’. 
 
Bill was a devoted member of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception and 
a Fourth Degree Knight with The Knights of Columbus, Council 1216. He was 
also a longtime member of American Legion Post #20 and VFW Post #1902. He 
loved his family very much and especially missed his mother after her passing 
in 2005.  
 
Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Donald and Marlys Vaudrin; sister, 
Sylvia Lunos; uncle and aunt, R. Bray and Willa Mae Mercil; and his beloved 
cousin and second-cousin, Mary Mercil Tiedeman, and her daughter, Kari 
Tiedeman Demarais. He is survived by his brother-in-law, Rod Lunos of Bedford, 
TX; nephews and niece: Bryan, Michael, and Jennifer; his cousin-in-law, Gordy 
Tiedeman of Walker, MN; cousins: Cathy Miller of Devil’s Lake, ND, Steve Mercil 
of Pepin, WI, Michael (Ann Hamilton) Mercil of Columbus, OH, Richard (Rosa 
Panzarella) Mercil of Grand Forks, ND, and Emily Mercil and Maggie Mercil, 
both of Minneapolis; together with all their families; and his many friends. 
Blessed be the memory of William Joseph Vaudrin. 
 

 


