
 

Ruth Kalpin age 80 of Alexandria, MN unexpectedly passed away on 

November 10, 2019. On that day heaven gained a beautiful woman 

who lived an incredibly rich life anchored in her deep faith. She was a 

wonderful wife, mother, grandmother, sister, and friend. 

Ruth Elaine (Stenson) Kalpin was born in Fargo, ND on June 6, 1939, 

to Clayton and Esther (Lindgren) Stenson.  She attended school in 

Fargo and graduated from Oak Grove Lutheran High School in 1957. 

That fall she entered Augsburg College where she met the love of her 

life, Denny Kalpin. She was a secretary at LBI in Minneapolis and Oak 

Grove until their wedding on June 6, 1960, at Pontoppidan Lutheran 

Church, Fargo. She was a devoted and treasured wife to Denny for 

nearly 60 years. While Denny finished college she was a secretary at 

Hennepin Avenue Methodist Church. She was a partner in his teaching 

and coaching career in Belgrade, MN, Fargo – where she raised their 

four daughters, and Alexandria, MN. Ruth served as a school secretary 

in each location.  One of her greatest joys was her grandchildren and 

being their grandma. They cherished her love, warmth, smile, and 

teachings of faith! Ruth lived an incredibly rich and satisfying life that 

included church events, choir, BSF, knitting, reading, baking, cooking, 

and attending her grandchildren’s activities. She was a loyal and true 

friend who had a heart for all. Her family was her everything and she 

was their rock. 

Ruth was a true gift to everyone she met. She is survived by her loving 

husband Denny, daughters Laurie (Pat) Erlandson of Minneapolis, 

Nancy (Scott) Wolf of Rochester, Susan (Matt) Green of Alexandria, 

and Katie (Dan) Olberg of Hutchinson. Grandchildren Megan and 

Connor Erlandson, Anne and Zachary Wolf, Katelyn and Michael 

Empting, and Jack, Emma, and Matthew Olberg. Two brothers, John 

(Diane) and Peter (Sharyl), and many cherished nieces, nephews, and 

cousins. She was preceded in death by her parents. 
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The Little Ship 

 
I stood watching as the little ship sailed out to sea. 

The setting sun tinted her white sails with a golden 

light, and as she disappeared from sight a voice at my 

side whispered, “She is gone.” 

 

But the sea was a narrow one.  On the farther shore a 

little band of friends had gathered to watch and wait in 

happy expectation.  Suddenly they caught sight of the 

tiny sail and, at the very moment when my companion 

had whispered, “She is gone,” a glad shout went up in 

joyous welcome, 

“Here she comes!”    

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of  
 

Ruth Elaine (Stenson) Kalpin 
 

June 6, 1939    November 10, 2019 
 

Memorial Service 

Calvary Lutheran Church 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

Saturday, November 30, 2019, 11:00 AM 
 

Officiant 

Pastor Steve Walswick 
 

Pianist 

Connie Berghuis 
 

Soloist 

Andrew Stenson 
 

Special Music By 

The Chordsmen 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 

Ruth’s Grandchildren 

Megan, Connor, Anne, Zachary, Katelyn, 

Michael, Jack, Emma, Matthew 
 

Inurnment 

Sunset Memorial Gardens Cemetery 

Fargo, North Dakota 
 

 


