
Memories Are Made of This
With His blessings from above
Serve it generously with love

One man, one wife
One love through life

Memories are made of this

Donna Berg
July 31, 1938 - September 5, 2023



In Loving Memory Of

Donna Berg
Funeral Service

Monday, September 11, 2023 - 1:00pm
Christ the King Free Lutheran Church

Pipestone, Minnesota

Officiant - Rev. Timothy Johnson

Scripture Readings - John 14:1-4    John 13:34

Pianist - Judy Steuck 
Song Leader - Bill Steuck

Congregational Hymns
"Jesus Loves Me This I Know" - Hymn 226
"Brighten The Corner of Where You Are"

"Church in the Wildwood"
"The Old Rugged Cross" - Hymn 256

Honorary Casket Bearers
Adelyn Koep               Marley Koep
Charlotte Kingston      Harper Berg

Casket Bearers
Emily Kingston    Samantha Koep    Tim Lindberg
Andrew Berg         Hannah Berg           Isaac Berg
Ethan Berg             Evan Berg            Joshua Berg
Jason Berg          Brandon Berg           Haley Berg

Interment
New Woodlawn Cemetery - Pipestone, Minnesota

Arrangements By
Hartquist Funeral Home

Donna Ruth Paulson Berg was born to Arnold and Irene (MarƟne) 
Paulson on July 31, 1938, at the Rice Memorial Hospital in Willmar, 
Minnesota. She grew up on a dairy farm outside of Atwater, Minnesota with 
her older sister, Eunice and younger brother, Robert. Donna was bapƟzed in the 
Harrison Presbyterian Church, conĮrmed in the Atwater Methodist Church and 
married a Lutheran, creaƟng great respect for all ChrisƟan churches. Donna's 
Įrst two years of formal educaƟon took place in Kandiyohi County District 
32. She then aƩended third grade through high school at Atwater Public School. 
Donna was a Įerce compeƟtor. She proudly showed the Champion Milking 
Shorthorn Heifer at the Minnesota State Fair in 1951. Her compeƟƟve spirit 
served her well with her joy of playing cards (Whist and Canasta “Hand and 
Foot,” among many others) with her husband, children and grandchildren, who 
could rarely beat her. Donna graduated from St. Cloud State College in three 
years, with a degree in MathemaƟcs and Library Science. AŌer graduaƟon she 
married the love of her life on June 26, 1959. Donna and Marlin lived in Jasper, 
Minnesota for six years and then moved to Pipestone where they have lived for 
58 years.

Donna taught 7th and 8th grade math, library science and Phys Ed. She 
became the administrator of the Pipestone AlternaƟve School and held that 
posiƟon for 20 years. She welcomed all wishing to learn with an open heart. 
Donna was instrumental in the design and construcƟon of Christ the King 
Lutheran Church, serving on the Building CommiƩee. She also taught Sunday 
School and served as Sunday School Superintendent. AŌer reƟring from 
teaching, Donna became a cerƟĮed real estate appraiser, working 20 years with 
Marlin in their business. It was a job both enjoyed, as they were able to spend 
Ɵme together driving the rural country side appraising farmland.

Donna and Marlin met at the Kandiyohi County Fair when both of them 
were showing their 4-H caƩle. County fairs, livestock shows, 4-H and FFA 
compeƟƟons were a big part of Donna and Marlin’s enƟre life. Friendships, 
memories and life lessons were gained through raising and showing Suīolk 
sheep at shows throughout Minnesota and the U.S. with their children and 
grandchildren. Donna enjoyed supporƟng her kids, their friends and 
grandchildren in 4-H, FFA, school sports and other acƟviƟes. She served as a 4-H 
leader and volunteer. She loved to “invest in the youth” by teaching and 
spending Ɵme with kids whenever she could.  Donna also enjoyed gardening, 
sewing, and cooking.

Donna passed away peacefully in her home on Tuesday, September 5, 2023 
at the age of 85 years.

Donna is survived by her husband of 64 years, Marlin Berg; four children, 
Barbara (Jerry) Lindberg of Jericho, Vermont, Philip (Laurel) Berg, of Pipestone, 
Daniel (Lora) Berg of Brookings, South Dakota, and Daryl (Mary) Berg of 
Henderson, Minnesota; 12 grandchildren, Emily (Zach) Kingston, Tim (Sarah) 
Lindberg, Samantha (Evan) Koep, Andrew (Kiah) Berg, Hannah Berg, Isaac Berg, 
Ethan Berg, Evan Berg, Joshua (Emily) Berg, Jason (Hanna) Berg, Brandon (Anna) 
Berg, and Haley Berg; and 4 great granddaughters, Adelyn Koep, Marley Koep, 
CharloƩe Kingston, and Harper Berg; and one sister-in-law, BeƩy Paulson of 
Atwater, Minnesota.  She was preceded in death by her parents; her sister, 
Eunice (Marlin) Paulson; and brother, Robert Paulson.


