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PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD
As Christmas approaches most people’s minds are normally focussed on Christmas
shopping and arranging family gatherings. Children clamour for the tree to be decorated.
Money problems may come to a head. Parents and grandparents delight in the Nativity Play
and we all enjoy the mince pies - and through it all the real wonder and magnitude of the
event we are preparing to celebrate can be missed.
The Church, in its wisdom, gives us Advent (Latin Adventus, ‘coming’) a season of
preparation. It is a practice that seems to have begun in the fifth century and it marks the
new liturgical year. Might this Advent be different – more reflective and prayerful?
Advent encourages us to prepare, in heart and mind, for the coming of Christ, an event of
such significance for the world that history was divided into B.C. and A.D. In the light of his
living, dying and rising again among us, we also look toward to that day when, ‘he will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead’. The season of Advent immerses us in the
bible narrative of the age-old faithfulness of God, and the promise of his good purposes,
gloriously revealed in Jesus. As we find the busyness of our lives somewhat circumscribed
this year, let this be an opportunity for us all to reflect prayerfully with Scripture, in
preparation for the celebration of Jesus’ birth at Bethlehem - and in us.
We invite you to come on a prayerful and reflective journey through this different Advent.
As we delve into Scripture and the commentary of other Christian writers, together in spirit
we can enter more deeply into the promises of God and the eternal hope that we have in
Jesus, his living Word. In our Scripture readings we will discover, in the midst of Israel’s
failure and disaster, ‘the constant personal Presence and the powerful rescuing action of
Israel’s God’ (N.T. Wright).
Each weekday has a reading, prayers, and an invitation to offer your own prayer for the light
of Christ to shine into the dark places of our world, and into our hearts and minds.
My prayer is that Advent 2020 will be a journey from darkness to light – a rediscovery of
the eternal hope that we have in Jesus, ‘the Light of the World’.

It will be said on that day,
behold this is our God; we have waited for him,
that he might save us.
This is the Lord;
we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Isaiah 25.10

John Reese
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Monday 30th November

The Church commemorates St Andrew, the Apostle
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Your faithful servants bless you.
They make known the glory of your kingdom.
Reading
St Matthew chapter 4, verses 18 -19
As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and Andrew
his brother casting a net into the lake – for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me,
and I will make you fish for people’.
St John chapter 6, verses 4 -14
Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd
coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ He
said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six months
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little. One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But
what are they among so many people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the
fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied , he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the
fragments left over so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered them up, and from the fragments
of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people
saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into
the world.’
Almighty God,
who gave such grace to your apostle St Andrew
that he readily obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ:
call us by your holy Word,
and give us grace to follow you without delay
and to tell the good news of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen
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Intercession
Offer your prayer for those in your neighbourhood who will be searching, longing, for
meaning and purpose in their lives, that through the witness of faithful disciples they may
find their hope in Jesus.
As Andrew stepped out in faith, with seemingly little to offer, pray for grace and courage to
do the same.
May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven,
bring us to reign with him in glory. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Tuesday 1st December

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Reveal among us the light of your presence
that we may behold your power and glory.
Reading
Isaiah chapter 11, verses 1 - 10
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear
of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall enquire of him,
and his dwelling shall be glorious.
God of all creation:
stir up in us your vision of justice and peace;
of creation conserved and renewed.
By your Spirit, raise up prophets in our day;
in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Intercession
Pray for those known to you who strive for justice and the common good, here and around
the world.
May the Lord, when he comes,
find us watching and waiting. Amen
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Wednesday 2nd December

The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it,
the compass of the world and all who dwell therein.
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord,
or who can rise up in his holy place?
Those who have clean hands and a pure heart,
who have not lifted up their souls to an idol,
nor sworn an oath to a lie.
Such is the company of those who seek him,
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob

Psalm 24, verses 1,3,4,6.

Reading
Even the best of everything is only ‘the echo of a tune we have not yet heard; the scent of a flower
we have not yet picked and news from a country we have not yet visited’ (C.S.Lewis: The Weight of
Glory).
We shall only get to that country of promise and gift if we follow step by step behind Jesus who has
gone ahead to prepare a place. Yet in order to be ultimately attached, we shall need at some point
to be detached from that which still binds us to this earth.
So the call of Christ is intended to dislocate the whole human race and to save us from settling for
the best that this world has to give: making the best of a bad job, as we so often lamentably say.
The call of Christ should disturb us in our sleep, in our complacency, and in our indifference. It must
bring us to our feet after it has brought us to our knees – hands outstretched and all eyes on him,
who has set his face now on the heavenly Jerusalem, where he ever lives to make intercession for
us. (Bishop Michael Marshall: Saints Alive!)
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Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they plenteously
bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Intercession
Pray for a renewal of faith in the Church and its witness, and in your own life.
Come, Lord,
work upon us,
set us on fire
with love for you. Amen (St. Augustine)

Thursday 3rd December

O God make speed to save us.
O Lord make haste to help us.
Your words have I hidden within my heart,
that I should not sin against you. (Psalm 119 verse 11)
Reading Isaiah 44 verses 1 - 8
But now hear, O Jacob, my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! Thus says the Lord who made you,
who formed you in the womb and will help you: do not fear, O Jacob my servant, Jeshurun whom I
have chosen. For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my
spirit on your descendants and my blessing on your offspring. They shall spring up like a green
tamarisk, like willows by flowing streams. This one will say, ‘I am the Lord’s, another will be called by
the name of Jacob, yet another will write on the hand, ‘The Lord’s’, and adopt the name of Israel.
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of Hosts: I am the first and the
last; beside me there is no god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it
forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to
be. Do not fear or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.
Faithful One,
so unchanging,
ageless one, you are my rock of peace.
Lord of all, I depend on you,
I call out to you, again and again.
You are my rock in time of trouble,
you lift me up when I fall down;
all through the storm
your love is the anchor,
my hope is in you alone. ( Brian Doerksen)
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Intercession
Pray for those many people, and especially those known to you, whose lives
are buffeted by storms of many kinds, bringing insecurity and fear.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all now and for evermore. Amen

Friday 4th December

As the deer longs for the water brooks,
so longs my soul for you, O God
My soul is athirst for God, even for the living God;
when shall I come before the presence of God. Psalm 42 verse 1,2
Reading

St Matthew, chapter 9 verses 27-30

As Jesus went on two blind men followed him, crying loudly, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of David!’
When he entered the house the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe
that I am able to do this?’ They said to him, ‘Yes, Lord’. Then he touched their eyes and said,
‘According to your faith let it be done to you’. They went away and spread the news about him
through that district.
Open my eyes that I may see
glimpses of truth you have for me.
Silently now I wait for you,
ready my God
your will to see.
Open my eyes, Spirit divine. Amen (after Clara H. Scott)
Intercession Pray for our bishops, Christopher and John, and all who lead our diocese,
that they might be filled with holy wisdom.
Let us pray for one another in the Holy Trinity family, that together we may see God’s way
more clearly, for our lives and our shared witness.
Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now,
and shall be forever. Amen
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Saturday 5th December

O God make speed to save us.
O Lord make haste to help us.
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens
and your faithfulness to the clouds. (Psalm 36 verse 5)
Reading
Isaiah 29 verses 18-20, 22-24
On that day the deaf shall hear the words of a scroll, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes
of the blind shall see. The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the neediest people shall
exult in the Holy One of Israel. For the tyrant shall be no more, and the scoffer shall cease to be; all
those alert to evil shall be cut off.
Therefore, thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob: No longer
shall Jacob be ashamed, no longer shall his face grow pale. For when he sees his children, the work
of my hands in his midst, they will sanctify my name; they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob and
will stand in awe of the God of Israel.
Blessed are you, creator of all,
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As your dawn renews the face of the earth
bringing light and life to all creation,
we rejoice in this day you have made;
open our eyes to behold your presence
and strengthen our hands to do your will,
that the world may rejoice and give you praise,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen (after Archbishop Lancelot Andrewes)
Intercession
Pray for Christians everywhere, that keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, by his Spirit we will
have the will and the strength to strive for the renewal of our communities and societies.
Pray for our Church that we may become Holy, String and Faithful.
Pray for ourselves that we may trust God’s strong and safe hands to support and guide us.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
And the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen
May Christ who has opened the kingdom of heaven
bring us to reign with him in glory. Amen
Monday 7th December

Blessed are you, God of Israel, for ever and ever;
for yours is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour and the majesty.
Everything in heaven and earth is yours;
yours is the kingdom, O Lord,
and you are exalted as head, over all. (1 Chronicles 29 verses 10,11)
Reading
The Second Book of Kings chapter 6 verses 15 -17
When an attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, an army with horses
and chariots was all around the city. His servant said, ‘Alas master! What shall we do?’ He replied,
‘Do not be afraid, for there are more with us than there are with them’. Then Elisha prayed: ‘Please
open his eyes that he may see.’ So the Lord opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.’
God has forces and resources, strength and arms available – but they are all ‘hidden’ beneath the
surface of things. We need to go into our prayer ‘laboratory’ that ‘inner chamber’ to see them and
claim them for the battle……
But we must remember that we do not seek to enlist the forces of God in our battles, but rather we
should lend our weight to the great cosmic battle in which Christ is our true emperor, lord, where
victory is already assured, and where the cross is the sign and standard under which we fight.
So we before we begin the battle each day in the open field of our everyday life we do well to ask
the Lord to open our eyes that we may see that fuller picture, that each day we may consciously
declare for Christ, and so go on in the strength and sure confidence that ‘those who are with us are
more than those who are with them’ (Bishop Michael Marshall)
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Mighty God,
Lord of life and death,
be my strength and my song.
Those who hope in you
will have their strength renewed;
‘They will run and not grow weary
they will walk and not be faint’.
Strengthen me
according to your word
in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen

Intercession
Pray for the weak and powerless, and those who strive against the odds for
them, seeking justice and their welfare.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favourably on his people
and redeemed them.
He has raised a mighty Saviour for us
in the house of his servant David. St Luke chapter 1, verses 68 & 69

Tuesday 8th December

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Reading
Isaiah chapter 40 verses 1-8, 10-11.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she
has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for
all her sins. A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’

11

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower
fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him and his
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep
Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin
to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
Intercession
Pray that the Lord will raise up prophets in his Church, that his glory, his grace and mercy
might be seen more clearly in the world.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Wednesday 9th December

O Lord, open our lips;
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Let us worship the Lord.
All praise to his name.
Reading
Psalm 62 verses 1-2, 8,11-12
For God alone my soul waits in silence;
from him comes my salvation.
He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall never be shaken.
Trust him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before him;
God is a refuge for us.
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Once God has spoken;
twice I have heard this;
that power belongs to God,
and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord.
For you repay to all
according to their work.
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
Keep us strong in you,
and guide us
in the ways of justice and peace;
for Jesus’ sake. Amen
Intercession
Pray for all who work in the legal profession and those who strive to support the powerless
and oppressed all around the world.
Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:
hear our prayer and be with us always. Amen
Thursday 10th December

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God;
let your kindly spirit lead me on a level path. (Psalm 143 verse 10)
Reading
Psalm 40 verses 1- 5
I waited patiently for the Lord;
he inclined to me and heard my cry.
He brought me out of the roaring pit,
out of the mire and clay;
he set my feet upon a rock and made my footing sure.
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He has put a new song in my mouth
a song of praise to our God;
many shall see and fear
and put their trust in the Lord.
Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
who does not turn to the proud who follow a lie.
Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God.
how great your designs for us!
There is none that can be compared with you.
If I were to proclaim them and tell of them, they would be more than I am able to express.
Good Father to us all,
give me a thankful heart.
Through your great goodness,
may grace, mercy and peace,
overflow in me,
through the saving love
of Jesus, my Saviour. Amen
Intercession
Pray that our lives may testify to the amazing grace of God in Jesus our Lord.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or conceive, by the
power which is at work among us, to him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all ages. Amen
Friday 11th December

Make me to know your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation. (Psalm 25 verses 3,4)
Reading

Isaiah chapter 48, verses 17-19

Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: I am the Lord your God, who teaches
you for your own good, who leads you in the ways you should go. O that you had paid attention to
my commandments! Then your prosperity would have been like a river and your success like the
waves of the sea; your offspring would have been like the sand, and your descendants like its grains;
their name would never be cut off or destroyed from before me.
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Almighty and eternal God,
sanctify and govern our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws
and the works of your commandments;
that under your protection, now and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Intercession
Pray for a transforming experience of the goodness and grace of God and the beauty of lives
so transformed.
Blessed are you, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
for you have blessed us in Christ Jesus
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.
In you we have redemption
through the blood of Christ,
the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of your grace
which you have lavished upon us. Amen. (verses from Ephesians chapter 1)
Saturday 12th December
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God;
let your kindly spirit lead me on a level path. (Psalm 143.10)
Reading
Isaiah chapter 49 verses 1-6, 8 & 13.
Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me before I
was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away.
And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ But I said, ‘I have
laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the
Lord, and my reward with my God.
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And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord, and my God
has become my strength – he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up
the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that
my salvation may reach to the end of the earth. Thus says the Lord; In a time of favour I have
answered you, on a day of salvation I have helped you; I have kept you and given you as a covenant
to the people.
Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the Lord has
comforted his people and will have compassion on his suffering ones.
Lord Jesus Christ,
light of the nations,
and glory of Israel:
dwell among us and present us pure and holy
to our heavenly Father.
Amen
Intercessions
Give thanks for the light and hope that Jesus brings into our lives,
for the dispelling of darkness in the whole world.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning is now
And shall be forever. Amen

Monday 14th December

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
My trust is in you, O Lord.
I have said, ‘You are my God.’ (Psalm 31.14)
Reading Isaiah chapter 49 verses 14-16, 22-23 & 26.
But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me.’ Can a woman forget her
nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will
not forget you. See I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands’; your walls are continuously
before me.
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Thus says the Lord God, I will soon lift up my hand to the nations, and raise my signal to the
peoples; and they shall bring your sons in their bosom, and your daughters shall be carried on their
shoulders. Kings shall be your foster-fathers and their queens your nursing mothers. Then you will
know that I am the Lord; those who wait for me shall not be put to shame …
Then all flesh shall know that I am the Lord your Saviour, and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of
Jacob.
Holy God,
Eternal Saviour and Redeemer;
keep us ever faithful
and ever hopeful,
trusting in your faithfulness
and the truth of your word.
This we pray
in Jesus’ name. Amen
Intercession
Pray for the deepening of your faith in God, who has you inscribed on the
palm of his hands.
Eternal God,
the light of the minds that know you,
the joy of the hearts that love you,
and the strength of the wills that serve you:
grant us so to know you
that we may truly love you,
so to love you
that we may truly serve you,
whose service is perfect freedom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
after St Augustine of Hippo

Tuesday 15th December

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
We have waited on your loving kindness, O God.
Your praise reaches to the ends of the earth.
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Reading
Isaiah chapter 51 verses 1-4.
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which
you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to
Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.
For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness
like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me my nation; for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
Lighten our darkness,
Lord we pray;
in your mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this ‘night’ ;
for the love of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
Intercession
Pray that Christian people everywhere, strengthened and renewed by God’s word, and
reflecting the light of his Living Word, may shine to the glory of the Father.
see Matthew 5.16
May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself,
the power of the Lord Jesus
strengthen us in his service,
and the joy of the Lord Jesus
fill our hearts,
to his praise and glory. Amen.
Wednesday 16th December

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Reading

Jeremiah chapter 31 verses 31-33

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another,
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or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
O gracious and holy Father;
give us wisdom to perceive you,
diligence to seek you,
patience to wait for you,
eyes to behold you,
a heart to meditate upon you,
and a life to proclaim you,
through the power of the Spirit
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (St Benedict)

Intercession Pray for our church family at Holy Trinity, that in God’s mercy and grace we
shall all know him more deeply.
Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:
make us to be one with you
and to share the life of your kingdom. Amen

Thursday 17th December
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wonderful things,
blessed be his glorious name for ever.
May all the earth be filled with his glory.
Reading
Galatians chapter 4 verses 4-7.
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
Abba, Father let me be
Yours and yours alone
May my will forever be
Ever more your own
Never let my heart grow cold
Never let me go. Dave Bilbrough
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Intercession
Pray for those you know who: find faith a struggle, who have
lost their faith, or who have not yet found faith.
Holy God,
may we find wisdom in your presence
and set our hope not on uncertain riches
but on the love that holds us to the end;
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Friday 18th December

God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Reading
Revelation chapter 21 verses 1-5
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; he will wipe every
tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the
first things have passed away’. And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making
all things new.’
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end,
bring us with the whole creation
to your glory, hidden through past ages
and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Intercession
Pray that we may be better stewards of God’s creation, thankful for its gift to
us, and its wonders that are everywhere around us.
God be gracious to us and bless us
And make your face to shine upon us,
That your way may be known upon earth,
Your saving power among all nations. Amen

20

Saturday 19th December
If you, Lord, were to mark what is amiss,
O Lord, who could stand?
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;
in his word is my hope. Verses from Psalm 130
Reading
The final coming of Christ brings about ‘a new heaven and a new earth’.
What we are waiting for in Advent is the renewal of that which we know into something even more
glorious, rather than its obliteration. What St John sees is the creation purged by the searing light of
God’s judgement. So totally judged, so totally purged of what frustrates God’s will, that even the
most fundamental sign of the separation between God and God’s creation – the distinction between
heaven and earth – is now done away with. ‘The tabernacle of God is among mortals’, John hears a
heavenly voice proclaim: God is fully at one with his people, so that heaven merges with earth. And
this utter renewal of creation includes our own transformation into people more glorious, more fully
human, more open to God and transparent to the divine light, so as to cast out any lingering fear
that the coming of Christ might mean that we will be any less ourselves.
What might our lives look like, what might our churches look like, if we took this Advent gift to
heart: living as communities and as individuals on whom the new Jerusalem was already descending,
renewing us and transforming us into the likeness of Christ?
(Dr Ian Boxall)
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives,
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen
Intercession
Pray that, by God’s grace, we will see him ‘making all things new’ at Holy
Trinity, beginning with each one of us.
Come, bless the Lord, you servants of the Lord.
Lift up your hands toward the sanctuary and bless the Lord.
The Lord who made heaven and earth give you blessing out of Zion.
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Monday 21st December

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
God be gracious to us
and make his face to shine upon us
that your way may be known upon earth
your saving power among all nations. (verses from Psalm 67)
Reading Zephaniah chapter 3 verses 14-15
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned
away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: ‘Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The
Lord your God is in your midst, he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you.
Eternal God,
merciful Father,
keep us joyful in our salvation
and faithful to your covenant,
for the sake of our Saviour, your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
Intercession
Pray that the unfathomable goodness and faithfulness of God may be seen to be the light to
guide us, shining hope into the world.
Come bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord.
The Lord who made heaven and earth
give you blessing out of Zion. Amen
Tuesday 22nd December

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Your words have I hidden within my heart,
that I should not sin against you. (Psalm 119 verse 11)
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Reading
St Luke chapter 1 verses 26 - 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he greeted her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign
over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end’. Mary said to the angel,
‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘the Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing is impossible with God’.
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord: let it be to me according to your word.’ And
the angel departed from her.
We beseech you, O Lord,
pour your grace into our hearts,
that as we have known the incarnation
of your Son Jesus Christ
by the message of an angel,
so by his cross and passion
we may be brought to the glory of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen
Intercession
Pray that by God’s grace we may always echo Mary’s words; ‘Here am I the servant of the
Lord’.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us, now and always.
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Wednesday 23rd December

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Reveal among us the light of your presence
that we may behold your power and glory
Reflection
Famously, Nathaniel asked, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’
Archaeology suggests that when Jesus was growing up Nazareth, was a small village of perhaps 250
people. But God is always at work everywhere, silently, sovereignly, in the world and in our lives. He
is the God of surprises! In Nazareth, he began a new work that would inaugurate a new age.
The angel’s message to Mary was gracious, ‘The Lord is with you. Do not be afraid.’
How easy it is to fear God, even to hide from him (‘the man and his wife hid themselves from the
Lord God. The Lord God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said….I was
afraid.’ Genesis 2.8) It is a common human instinct. Yet so often in Scripture we hear this message,
‘Do not be afraid’.
Mary was a young woman of no apparent consequence, living a humble life – but chosen by God in
his saving purpose for the world, through the lavishing of his grace. By that grace the good news will
come out of Galilee – the good news of God’s favour; good news to the poor, liberty for captives,
recovery of sight for the blind, liberty for the oppressed, the time of the Lord’s favour (Luke 4.18,19;
Isaiah 61.1,2).
The son of Mary will be God’s ‘Yes’ to all of God’s promises (2 Corinthians 1.20).
In scorned Nazareth, Jesus ‘grew in wisdom and in stature’ (Luke 2.52) because in that most
pregnant pause in all eternity, Mary said with faith and courage, and full of grace, ‘Let it be to me
according to your word’. She would know joy and sorrow, and so will all who follow God’s call
faithfully. But, with Mary, we have seen the faithfulness of God in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.
Let’s reflect on how God has worked in our lives in unexpected ways. We are encouraged to listen
for his greeting to us, ‘Do not be afraid’. Then we too can say, ‘Let it be to me according to your
word’.
So, let us come ‘to the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature
of Christ’ (Ephesians 4.13,14).
(John Reese)
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Creator God
Lord of life;
by your grace,
warm our hearts
and banish our fears.
Call us and sustain us
in the service of Christ,
for your great love’s sake. Amen.
Intercession
Pray that the grace of God will flood into our lives as we worship this Christmas and
celebrate the gift of Jesus to each one of us.
Saviour eternal,
life of the world unfailing,
light everlasting
and our true redemption.
Taking our humanity
in your loving freedom
you rescued our lost earth
and filled the world with joy.
By your first advent justify us,
by your second, set us free:
that when the great light dawns
and you come as judge of all,
we may be robed in immortality
and ready, Lord, to follow
in your footsteps blest.
(Salus Aeterna – Saviour Eternal, 11th Century)

Christmas Eve

May the Lord make us ready for his coming in glory.
O come, let us adore him.
Some Bible Verses to help us follow the Golden Thread of God’s Faithfulness
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1.1)
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. (Genesis 1.31)
The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, but Noah found
favour in the sight of the Lord (Genesis 6.5,8).
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God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living
creature that is with you for all future generations. I have set my bow in the clouds, and it
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth (Genesis 9.12,13)
Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing…..and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed’ (Genesis 12.1-3)
The Lord stood beside (Jacob) and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father
and the God of Isaac…and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your
offspring.’ (Genesis 28.13,14)
Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob…if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you
shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples…you shall be for me a priestly
kingdom and a holy nation (Exodus 19.3-6).
Arise, shine for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Fot
darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon
you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn (Isaiah 60 verses 1& 2)
The earth will be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. (Habakkuk 2.14)
See I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. (Malachi chapter 3 verse 1)
The angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John….He will turn many of the
people of Israel to the Lord their God…he will go before him, to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.’ (St Luke chapter 1 verses 13,16,17)
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God…‘My eyes have seen your salvation which
you have prepared in the presence of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel’ (St Luke chapter 2.verses 28,30-32).
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…and
the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth (from Psalm 134).
‘I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself’. He said this to indicate
the kind of death he was to die. (St John chapter 12 verse 32)
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light. (The First Letter of Peter chapter 2 verse 9)
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The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he
will reign for ever. (Revelation chapter 11 verse 15)
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. (Revelation
chapter 22 verse 12)
Jesu, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation!
Enter every trembling heart.
John Wesley
O come, let us adore him

‘As the Father sent me, so I send you’
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