When | come to the end of /\/\Y JO U RN EY

And | travel my last weary mile,
Just Forget ifyou can, that | ever frowned , é?
And remember only the .
Forget unkingrwords | have spoken;

% some good | have done.
Forget that | ever had heartache
And remember I've had loads of fun.
Forget that I've stumbled and blundered
And sometimes fell by the way.
Remember | have FOUGGHT some hard battles & won,
ere the close of the day,

Then Forget to grieve for my going,

| would not have you sad fora day,
Butin summerjustgather someé&ﬂ%f/w
And remember the pla where | lay,

And come in the evening
When the sun paints the sky in the west.
Stand for a few moments beside me

And REMEMBER ONLY MY BEST.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Melvin Harry Loeschke

WHO WAS BORN
November 26, 1941
Vernon Township, Grant County, South Dakota

AND CALLED TO HIS ETERNAL HOME
July 20, 2024
Ortonville, Minnesota

FUNERAL SERVICE
Friday, July 26, 2024 - 11:00 a.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
Ortonville, Minnesota

OFFICIANT
Reverend Zachary Voss

MUSICIAN
Paul Hamann - Organist

CASKET BEARERS
Brandon Hansen | Riley Thompson | Gunnar Loeschke
Clay Plemmons | Christopher Loof | Shawn Hulbert

HONORARY BEARERS
All of Melvin’s Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren

MILITARY HONORS
American Legion Gertje Van Lith Post #229
Big Stone City, South Dakota

INTERMENT
Mound Cemetery
Ortonville, Minnesota

APPRECIATION
Melvin’s family is grateful for your attendance at this service.
Your expressions of kindness and love are deeply

appreciated. Following the graveside service, please join the family

for lunch and fellowship in church dining hall.

Mundwiler and Larson Funeral Home of Ortonville, Minnesota



% elvin Harry Loeschke was born on November 26, 1941, in
Vernon Township of Grant County, SD, to Harry and Lily (Nitz)
Loeschke. He was baptized on December 14, 1941, at Bethlehem
Evangelical Lutheran Church in rural Milbank, SD. Melvin’s faith was
confirmed on May 29, 1955, at Trinity Lutheran Church - Town Walter
in Walter Township of Lac qui Parle County, MN.

Melvin graduated from high school in 1959, and the following
October, he answered the call to serve his country by enlisting in the
Army National Guard. He was stationed in Colorado during the building
of the Berlin Wall. Melvin was called to active duty during a time of
crisis from 1961 to 1962. He dedicated four years of his life to this
service before being honorably discharged in June 1963.

On February 3, 1963, he married the love of his life, Florence Ell, at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Ortonville. Together, they built a life
centered around their shared values and love for the land with their three
children.

From a young age, Melvin knew he was destined to be a farmer,
following in his father's footsteps. He began working on the family land
at the tender age of 14, honing his skills and learning how to work the
land. Farming was not just a profession for Melvin; it was his calling, his
way of life. When there wasn’t a crop or work to be done on the farm, he
worked for Oheler’s Construction Company. Melvin helped in the
building of the Owatonna Dam and helped to construct many airport
radar stations in Milbank and the surrounding area.

As a long-time member of Trinity Lutheran Church, Melvin served on
the Board of Elders and Trustees and served as the church treasurer. He
also served his community as being a member of the Nassau American
Legion and was on the Board of Directors at the farmer’s elevator.

Beyond his work on the farm, Melvin found joy in crafting birdhouses
and woodworking. He even turned this passion into a business, selling
his creations to others. His interests extended beyond farming and
woodworking; he found solace and happiness in fishing, boating,
gardening, and caring for his fruit trees. He especially cherished the
moments spent boating with his grandkids, creating lasting memories
with them.

Left to cherish Melvin’s memory are his children: Gene (Robin)
Loeschke, Vickie (Doug) Gulley, and Shoan (Carrie) Loeschke; 10
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; brother, Kenneth (Leanne)
Loeschke; sister-in-law, Ann Loeschke; along with many nieces and
nephews.

Preceding him in death were his wife, Florence in February of 2024;
his parents; and brother, Roger Loeschke.
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