
 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Rosemary Johnson 
August 23, 1931 ~ November 14, 2023 

 

Funeral Service 

Sunday, November 19, 2023 ▪ 2:00 PM 

Mission Evangelical Free Church ▪ 701 7th St. N 

Wilton, North Dakota 

Graveside Service 

Sunday, November 19, 2023  

Sunne Lutheran Cemetery  

Wilton, North Dakota 

 

Welcome 

Hymn       “When We All Get to Heaven”                 #772 

Opening Prayer 

Reading of the Obituary 

Reading of Psalm 23 

Special Song             “The Lighthouse” 

Time of Remembrance 

Message 

The Lord’s Prayer         Congregational 

Hymn             “Amazing Grace”                                        #343 

Closing Instructions  

 

Officiant Rev. Russell Whitaker 

Musician Kermit Harr 

Casket Bearers Russell Iwaniw, Mike Strand, Jordan Grosz,  

Merlin Backman, Cordel Backman and Dwight Backman 

 

Following the graveside service, the family invites you to join them for 

refreshments and fellowship at the church.  

Rosemary (Backman) Johnson, 92, of Wilton, ND, passed away on 

November 14, 2023 surrounded by her loving family. She has finished the 
course (2 Timothy 4:7) and now resides in her heavenly home, where she 
longed to be. 

Rosemary was born August 23, 1931 to Lawrence and Anna (Hryckow) 
Backman. She attended Grass Lake Country School in rural Wilton 
through the eighth grade and then attended and graduated from Wilton 
High School in 1949. 

She married Chester Johnson on April 28, 1951. They farmed on the 
family farm where she lived for 72 years and there they raised four 
children. 

She was a wonderful mom and farm wife and helped with farm duties and 
record keeping on the ranching side of the business. She was on the Grass 
Lake School Board for many years and enjoyed going to church every 
Sunday. She also enjoyed helping the ladies with White Cross and serving 
and assisting at festivities in the church. She hosted Bible studies in their 
home and her spiritual gift was hospitality and caregiving. If you came to 
her house, you were sure to be greeted with a smile to receive service with 
love, a lunch or treat, and always with coffee. She loved making meals for 
family and friends, reading, and listening to her favorite pastors on 
Christian radio and TV. 

She spent her life striving to show the love of her Lord and Savior in her 
daily words and living, and always started her day with devotions and 
prayer time. She was a prayer warrior, and was a source of wisdom and 
always willing to help when we needed advice. We will dearly miss our 
phone calls and home visits with her. 

She is survived by her children, Jinny (Nick) Iwaniw, Carol (Kevin) 
Hollaar, Calvin Johnson, and Lisa (Tim) Grosz; brother, Sid (Marlene) 
Backman; sister, Beverly Estes; sisters-in-law, Annette and Helen 
Backman, Verna and Ruth Johnson; grandchildren, Russell (Miranda) 
Iwaniw, Stephanie (Mike) Strand, and Jordan Grosz; great-grandchildren, 
Emma Strand, Cooper and Rylee Iwaniw; and many nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Chester; parents; infant baby 
brother; little sisters, Genevieve and Alvina; brothers, Norlin, Melvin, and 
Arvid; brother-in-law, Earl Estes; and sister-in-law, Margaret Backman. 

The family would like to extend a special thank you to the caregivers at the 
Hay Creek Lodge, where she has lived for the last three months. 

She will be remembered for her kindness to others, commitment to her 
family and especially her love for the Lord. 



 

I  Have a Place in Heaven 
 

Please don’t sing sad songs for me, 

Forget your grief and fears, 

For I am in perfect peace, 

Away from pain and tears… 

I’m far away from hunger, 

And hurt and want and pride. 

I have a place in heaven, 

With the Master at my side. 

My life on earth was very good, 

As earthly lives can go, 

But Paradise is so much more 

Than anyone can know… 

My heart is filled with happiness, 

And sweet rejoicing too. 

To walk with God is perfect peace, 

A joy forever new. 

Celebrating the Life of 

Rosemary Johnson 
August 23, 1931 ~ November 14, 2023 

She Opens her Mouth with Wisdom 
And the teaching of Kindness                           

 Is on her tongue. 
 

-Proverbs 31:26 ESV 


