
 

Duane Merrill Guckeen, a devoted husband, father, grandpa, and 
brother, passed away peacefully on October 13, 2024, in             
Columbus, Minnesota, at the age of 83. Born in Austin,            
Minnesota, Duane was a proud alumnus of Austin High School, 
graduating with the class of 1959. He found lifelong love with his 
wife, Ilene, and together they created cherished memories through 
their shared passion for travel, exploring the Western United 
States in their camper and embarking on many adventures in 
Hawaii and Alaska. Duane dedicated 31 years of his life as a  
delivery driver for E.L. Murphy, where he served with pride,     
particularly in his work servicing Sears Incorporated. However, 
beyond his career, Duane's true joy was found in spending time 
with his family, tending to his yard, and reveling in the festive 
spirit of Halloween. Duane is survived by his loving wife, Ilene; 
devoted children, Darcie (Joe Fitzpatrick), Darin (Brittany 
Moore) Guckeen; grandchildren, Chris (Cassandra) Kotchen, 
Jake (Taylor Gause) Guckeen, Jackie (Eric Higgins) Guckeen, DJ 
Guckeen; great grandchildren, Mason Deblizan, Hazel Nybo, 
Nora Nybo; brother, Ken (Sandy) Guckeen. Duane leaves behind 
a legacy of warmth, kindness, and unwavering dedication to 
those he held dear. His memory will be forever treasured by those 
who knew him. He is preceded in death by his parents, Patrick 
and Hazel (Arndt) Guckeen; granddaughter, Danielle Anderson; 
brother, Jim Guckeen. 

Made  especially for you by  
Mattson Funeral Home & Cremation Service 

Write a tribute to the family online at www.mattsonfuneralhome.com 
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“You’re only here for a visit 
so make the best of it.” 
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Remembering With Love 

 

Duane M. Guckeen 
 

Born                Died 
                   January 9, 1941  October 13, 2024 
               Austin, Minnesota           Columbus, Minnesota 

 

                                       Visitation 
 2:00-4:00 p.m., Sunday, October 20, 2024 

Mattson Funeral Home ~ Forest Lake, Minnesota   
 

Graveside Service 
  11:00 a.m., Monday, October 21, 2024 

Morningside Memorial Gardens 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 

 

                                       Officiant 
                                           Rev. Gregory Abbott 
                                    The Church of Saint Peter 
                                      Forest Lake, Minnesota  

 

                                    Pallbearers                                                          
                 Chris Kotchen  
                                                 Jacob Guckeen 
                                                    DJ Guckeen 
                                                 Joe Fitzpatrick         

 
Duane’s family is grateful for your attendance.   

Your many expressions of kindness and love are deeply appreciated. 
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