
Scan the QR code on your phone or 
visit www.HartquistFuneral.com to view Arla's Life Tribute video.

In Loving Memory of

Arla M. Bakken
January 4, 1925 - July 8, 2023



Arla M. Bakken was born on January 4, 1925, to Clarence H. and Mabel E. 
(Rossum) Jacobson on the family farm in Waterford, Wisconsin. She was 
bapƟzed and conĮrmed at the historic Norway Muskego Lutheran Church in 
Wind Lake, Wisconsin. She graduated from Racine County Ag. School in 
1943. Arla followed her dream to become a dieƟcian and enrolled at St. Olaf 
College in NorthĮeld, Minnesota – never having seen the campus. While 
aƩending college, she met many great friends and created precious 
memories. In 1947, Arla graduated with honors and began her internship in 
dieteƟcs at Michael Reese Hospital in Chicago, Illinois. In July 1948, she 
accepted a posiƟon at Evanston Hospital in Evanston, Illinois.

Arla met Helmer Bakken while on a trip to visit relaƟves in Hills, 
Minnesota. The couple became engaged on New Year’s Eve 1955 and were 
married on August 25, 1956, at Norway Lutheran Church by Pastor Charles 
Paulson. They made their home on the Bakken farm west of Luverne, 
Minnesota. Arla really loved being a farmer’s wife! The family aƩended 
Grace Lutheran Church in Luverne where Arla began teaching the three-year 
old Sunday School children and conƟnued to teach for many years.

Arla mourned the death of her husband Helmer on August 12, 1985, and 
the death of her son Robert on May 2, 2016. Arla conƟnued living on the 
farm for the remainder of her life. Arla joined her family in heaven at the 
age of 98 years, six months, and four days.

Arla was an acƟve member of Grace Lutheran Church where she held 
oĸces in GLCW, taught Sunday School parƟcipated in soup and pie suppers, 
salad luncheons, ‘Day of Prayer,’ Meals on Wheels, bible study, ladies aid 
and other church funcƟons.  She parƟcularly loved to do table decoraƟons 
with Ňowers for the various events. She enjoyed gardening, sewing, reading, 
playing piano, wriƟng leƩers, making artwork, and wriƟng programs for 
showers and church events.

Arla was a very considerate and giving person. She was faithful to write to 
those who were ill, had birthdays, and other occasions. She was an excellent 
cook and loved to bake Norwegian delicacies, especially plaƩers of assorted 
cookies to deliver to pastors, shut-ins, relaƟves, and others. She grew many 
diīerent Ňowers and delighted in making arrangements for birthdays, 
bapƟsms, church events, nursing home visits and other events.

She is lovingly survived by three children, Judy (Garry) of Harrisburg, 
South Dakota, Paul (Jennifer) of Luverne, and Mark of Luverne; four 
grandchildren, Jeīrey (Mindy), Ross, Jennifer (Sean) and Hans; Įve great-
grandchildren, Brayden, MaKenzie, FynnLeigh, Jacob and Connor; brother, 
Donald (JoAnne) Jacobson of Waterford; two sisters-in-law, Dorothy 
Jacobson of Waterford, and Jackie Jacobson of Dodgeville, Wisconsin and 
other family and friends. She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Helmer; son, Robert; parents; and four siblings, Paul, David, Howard, and 
Ruth.

In a leƩer wriƩen by Arla, she wrote, “It has been a simple, 
uncomplicated, very happy life, which the good Lord has blessed me with.”

In Loving Memory of

Arla M. Bakken

Funeral Service
Thursday, July 13, 2023 - 10:30 AM

Grace Lutheran Church
Luverne, Minnesota 

OĸciaƟng
Pastor Mark Eliason

Scripture
1 Corinthians 13:4-8            John 14:1-6

Music
Organist - Beryl Haugen

Soloist - Sandy Klosterbuer,
"Children of The Heavenly Father"

CongregaƟonal Hymns
"BeauƟful Savior" - Hymn #838

"Now Thank We All Our God" - Hymn #840
"Borning Cry" - Hymn #732

Casket Bearers
Arla's beloved grand and great-grandchildren

Interment
Maplewood Cemetery
Luverne, Minnesota 

Friends are invited to join the family for food and sharing in the 
fellowship hall aŌer the commiƩal service.

Arrangements By
Hartquist Funeral Home


