
Remembering the precious life of... 
William L. Dahlen, 89 of West Fargo formerly of Oakes and Devils 

Lake ND passed away on Tuesday, August 8, 2023, at Sanford Medical 
Center, Fargo ND.  

Willam Leonard Dahlen was born on November 15, 1933, in Devils 
Lake, ND, the son of Leonard M. and Drusilla (McCarthy) Dahlen. He 
grew up on a farm near Webster, ND attending a country school. William 
graduated from Devils Lake Central High School in 1951 

William was united in marriage to his beloved Mary Kuntz on June 28, 
1955, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Crary, ND. They established 
their home on the family farm near Webster. He worked for a time at 
Mahanna’s Sheet Metal, then began a long career as a grain elevator 
manager. His first position was at the Garske Elevator, then Galchutt, ND 
(south of Fargo), Alice, ND then retired in 1998, after many years as the 
manager of the Norway Spur Elevator in Oakes, ND. In 2000 William and 
Mary moved to West Fargo and called it home through the years.  

William kept a meticulous lawn and bountiful garden and he and Mary 
were always thrilled to be awarded Yard of the Week while living in 
Oakes.  He was an avid reader and he and Mary spent many hours 
volunteering their time and talent at the Senior Citizen Center in West 
Fargo. It was a daily task they took on when helping with Meals on 
Wheels and then helped with all the other Center activities. 

William was a member of the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in 
West Fargo and always took time to support the neighboring churches in 
their fund-raising events. 

But the most important activity in William’s life was time spent with 
family. He loved the role of Grandpa and Great Grandpa. He was a 
devoted husband, loving father, grandfather, great grandfather and dear 
brother, uncle, and friend.   

William’s surviving family include his wife Mary of 68 years; sons 
Mike (Lisa) Dahlen, Fargo ND, Joe (Jodi) Dahlen, Ottertail MN, Jim 
(Jodi) Dahlen, East Grand Forks MN; seven grandchildren Deja (Sheldon) 
Fercho, Saraya (Dawon) Ferguson and Kiana Dahlen: Adam (Laura) 
Dahlen and Jared (Carli) Dahlen: Courtney (Casey) Schell and Tanner 
(Andrea) Dahlen; nine great grandchildren Quinn: Theo, Blake, Abe and 
Harper: Austin, Duke, Molly and Tripp; brother Dan (Nola) Dahlen, 
Devils Lake; in-laws Janet (Charles) Mertens, Jake (Helen) Kuntz, Ray 
Kuntz all of Devils lake, Theresa Kuntz, Inkom, ID and Mike Kuntz, Eden 
Prairie, MN; many precious nieces, nephews and their families.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, brother David Dahlen and in-
laws Peter and Johanna Kuntz.  

 

William Dahlen 

In Loving Memory 



Li ke fa l l i ng  leave s  you  s l i p p ed  by ,   
B ut  love  a nd  m em or i e s never  d ie .   
A  si le nt  th ou gh t ,  a  secret  tea r ,   
K eep s you  m em ory  ever  nea r .   
 

A  h ear t  o f  go ld  stop p ed  beat i ng ,   
T wo  sh i ni ng  eye s  at  re st .   
God  broke o ur  h eart s  to  p rove  to  u s ,   
He  o nly  take s  th e  be st .   
 

Th e  th i ngs we fee l  so  d eep ly ,   
A re th e  h ard est  th i n gs  to  say ,   
B ut  we ,  th e  fam i ly ,  love  you 
In  a  very  sp eci a l  way .   
 

Th ey  say  m em or i es are  go ld e n,  
W el l ,  th at  m ay be  tr ue ,   
B ut  we  never  w a nted  m em ori es ,   
W e o nly  w a nted  you .   

 

William Leonard Dahlen 
HIS BIRTH 

Wednesday, November 15, 1933 
Devils Lake, North Dakota 

 

HIS DEATH 

Tuesday, August 8, 2023 
Fargo, North Dakota 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

Gilbertson Funeral Home Chapel  
Devils Lake, North Dakota 

Monday, August 14, 2023  ~  2:00 p.m.  
CELEBRANT 

Reverend Paul Schuster 
Pastor, St. Michael’s Catholic Church 

 

SPECIAL  MUSIC 

Congregational Hymns 
Patty Cote, Soloist and Pianist 

 

LECTORS 

William’s Grandchildren 
Courtney Schell and Adam Dahlen  

CASKET  BEARERS  

William’s Grandsons 
Adam Dahlen  ~  Jared Dahlen  ~  Tanner Dahlen  

William’s Grandsons-In-Law 
Sheldon Fercho  ~  Casey Schell  

 

EARTHLY PLACE OF REST  

St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery 
Devils Lake, North Dakota 

 

 

As William’s family, we thank you so very much for your many 
acts of kindness and prayerful support over these past weeks. 
Please join us for lunch and fellowship at the St. Joseph Parish 
Center following the graveside service.            God Bless You All.  


