
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
 
 

Gail Ann Gess 
 
 

 
WHO WAS BORN 
October 26, 2022 
Cyrus, Minnesota 

 

AND CALLED TO HER ETERNAL HOME 
August 22, 2022 

Milbank, South Dakota 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Tuesday September 20, 2022  -  11:00 a.m. 

First English Lutheran Church 
Ortonville, Minnesota 

 

OFFICIANT 
Reverend Denise Fossen 

 

MUSICIANS 
Amy Adelman, Organist 
Marilyn Hanson, Vocalist 

 

APPRECIATION 
Gail’s family thanks you for your presence  

at this service and for your many acts and words of kindness.  
Following the service, please join the family for a time of  

food and fellowship in the church fellowship hall. 
 

ARRANGEMENTS BY 
Mundwiler and Larson Funeral Home  

Ortonville, Minnesota 

Life Well Lived 
A life well lived is a precious gift 
Of hope and strength and grace, 

From someone who has made our world 
A brighter, better place. 

It’s filled with moments , sweet and sad 
With smiles and sometimes tears, 

With friendships formed and good times shared 
And laughter through the years. 

A life well lived is a legacy 
Of joy and pride and pleasure, 

A living, lasting memory  
Our grateful hears will treasure. 



G 
ail Ann Gess (Ronnie) passed away peacefully on 

Monday, August 22, 2022 at the age of 91, at Advantara-
Nursing Home, in Milbank, South Dakota. Gail was born 
on October 26, 1931, to Marion and Joseph Ronnie in 
Cyrus, Minnesota. She was the second of six              
children.   At a young age Gail moved with her family to 
Glenwood, Minnesota where Gail graduated from     
Glenwood High School in 1949. In the fall of 1949 she 
was enrolled at the Barton Nursing School in               
Watertown,  South Dakota where she completed 4 years 
of schooling including a one-year hospital internship in 
Chicago, Illinois. Upon receiving her degree she moved 

to Ortonville, Minnesota to begin her long and successful career as a Registered 
Nurse (RN) at the Ortonville Hospital. 
     During this time she met and married her long-time husband and partner, 
Marvin "Bud" Gess.  Once married Bud and Gail moved to Minneapolis,      
Minnesota where Gail was employed at Eitel Hospital, a renowned hospital now 
cited on the United States National Historical Registry.  After 18 years at Eitel 
she joined Abbott  Northwestern Hospital as an Intensive Care Nurse, RN.  Gail 
enjoyed her work and especially enjoyed the ability to meet and care for various 
patients including Mr. Verne Gagne, a famous professional wrestler of his time.  
Gail retired from Abbott in 1998 after a successful nursing career that spanned 
more than 45 years. 
     Aside from her beloved nursing career she raised 6 beautiful children;    
Debbie, twins Sharon and Karen, Doug, Paul and Jim. She was an excellent 
cook and baker, always trying new recipes for her family. Gail had many      
passions in her life but the ones that meant the most to her were her children, 
dancing, sunbathing, reading, and watching the Minnesota Twins baseball and 
the Minnesota Vikings football games. Bud and Gail enjoyed their cabin on Big 
Stone Lake in Ortonville, traveling there often to entertain family and 
friends.  And to enjoy the lake where Bud would spend much of his time   
catching big Northerns.  
     In 2016 they decided to sell their beloved family home in Bloomington, 
Minnesota, and move full-time to Ortonville. While in Ortonville they enjoyed 
being together in an assisted living home before moving to the Advantara-
Milbank Nursing Home. Sadly in March of 2019, Gail lost her beloved husband 
of 63 years.  
     Gail is survived by her 6 children: Debbie (Don) Fisher of Butte, Montana; 
Sharon (Bob) Reid of Delano, Minnesota; and Karen (Dave Rau) Holmes of 
Lakeville, Minnesota; Doug Gess of Ortonville, Minnesota; Paul (Patti Calissie) 
Gess of Sparks, Nevada; and Jim Gess of Shakopee, Minnesota; 11             
grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren; 3 sisters: Mary Pooler of Glenwood,   
Minnesota; Rose Regenauer of Glenwood, Minnesota; Donna Molde of New 
Richmond, Wisconsin; and many nieces and nephews.  
     She was preceded in death by her parents: Marion and Joseph Ronnie; her 
husband, Bud Gess; her brother, Marvin Ronnie; and her sister, Betty           
Henriksen. 

Rest in peace dear Gail, you served your life well.  

“Keep your face always towards the sunshine, 
And shadows will fall behind you.” 

             - Walt Whitman 

Gail Ann Gess 
Oct 26, 1931—August 22, 2022 


