David Phillip Westergren, beloved husband, father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather, passed away peacefully in the early hours of Thursday, September 23,
2021 at the age of 94 at Bethany on the Lake Care Center in Alexandria, Minnesota.
David is now reunited with his late wife Betty (Caldis) Westergren, to whom he was
happily married for 72 years. He is survived by two children, David C. and Lynne,
five granddaughters, two great-grandchildren, and multiple nieces and nephews.

David was born on August 25, 1927 to Oscar “Red” Westergren and Lulu
(Courtright) Westergren in Bertha, Minnesota. David’s sister Donna (Westergren)
Kelroy was 14 years older but despite the age gap they remained close all their lives.
David grew up in Bertha, played basketball for Bertha High School, and ultimately
met his future wife Betty Caldis there on one of her frequent trips to town to visit
relatives. Immediately after high school, David joined the Navy, serving for a year
before going to Hamline University in St. Paul where he received his degree in
business. After finishing college, he resumed his service as a Navy pilot, ultimately
serving 24 total years in the Navy and the Naval Reserve and retiring as a
Commander in 1973. David and Betty were married in 1948 and in 1950 they
welcomed their first child, David C., and two years later their daughter Lynne.

During David’s Navy career, he was stationed in multiple different locations
including Jacksonville and Pensacola FL, Wichita KS, Whidbey Island WA, and
Okinawa, Japan. While in the Naval Reserve, David and Betty settled in
Bloomington MN where he worked as a pilot for North Central Airlines before
becoming a corporate pilot for Cargill. He flew for Cargill for 22 years and retired
in 1987 as Chief Pilot and manager of the flight department. He and Betty thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunities for world travel that came along with his career as a pilot,
and out of the many wonderful trips they took, his favorite was an African safari in
Kenya. He also loved watching sports, and he and Betty were Vikings season
ticketholders for many years.

David and Betty also loved their Miltona lake home and after his retirement from
Cargill they lived there full time, except for winters when they would drive their
motorhome to Florida and enjoy their hobbies of golf and tennis. Most of his
grandchildren’s’ fondest memories of him are at the lake: driving the pontoon,
sailing the sailboat, grilling burgers, and shamelessly waking everyone up at the
crack of dawn whenever possible (where at least they were rewarded by his excellent
pancakes). Even after David and Betty had to move out of the lake home into assisted
living, he was happy to know that the home he had built remained in the family
where his descendants could continue to enjoy it and carry-on treasured family
traditions. While David will be deeply missed, his memory will forever be a loving
presence in all our lives.
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FHigh Flight

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth

Of sun-split clouds, — and done a hundred things

You have not dreamed of — wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there,

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung

My eager craft through footless halls of air...

Up, up the long, delirious burning blue

I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or ever eagle flew —

And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod

The high untrespassed sanctity of space,

Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.

John Gillespie Magee
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