
Donald  Sorensen rode off into his 
final sunset Wednesday, January 19, 2022.  Born 
in Halliday, on September 18, 1937, he was the 
second of five children born to Christian (Chris) 
and Marguerite (Lynch) Sorensen. Don met 
his forever sweetheart, Jacqueline Schettler in 
Halliday, and married her June 21, 1954. Over the 
years the couple welcomed three children Don Jr., 
Denise, and Doug and were later blessed with six 
grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. Don 
was hard working. He was a ranch hand; worked 
construction for the family business, Sorensen 
Brothers; owned the old Texaco Service station 
in Halliday; drove the Halliday School bus 
route; and drove semi for companies like Koch, 
Flat Broke Trucking and Double S Trucking (of 
which he was part owner). Clif Massett said that 
Don was the youngest cowboy on the last big 
cattle drive before they flooded the river. Don 
always remarked that they ruined the land by 
the flooding. Don enjoyed NASCAR, hunting; 
yardwork (including working on lawn mowers); 
and tinkering on vehicles. He loved all things 
western from watching movies and television 
shows to rodeo, roping and breaking horses. He 
was described as the epitome of John Wayne, 
often reminding others of the on-screen persona.  
A man of strong convictions from which he never 
wavered. A man of honesty, incapable of telling a 
lie.  A force whose presence in a room did not go 
unnoticed.  A good friend and conversationalist.  
He loved deeply, practically, yet covertly.  We 
thought him indestructible. Don was preceded in 
death by his parents, Christian and Marguerite 
Sorensen, In-laws, John and Agatha Schettler; 
Brother and sister-in-law, Howard (Wayne) and 
Beth Sorensen; Sister and brother-in-law, Billie 
(Faye) and Gary Frafford; Sister, Joy Burr; 
Brother and sister-in-law Delbert and Katherine 
(Kay) Schettler, Brother and sister-in-law Donald 
and Kathlene (Kay) Voigt, and grandson Shannon 

Dean Wolf. He is survived by his bride of 67 years, 
Jacqueline (Jacky); Children: Donald Sorensen Jr., 
Denise (Dennis) Bohrer, and Douglas (Merlein) 
Sorensen; Grandchildren: Heather (Chris) Gerard, 
Tally (Cody) Kleemann, Tyrel (Erin) Sorensen, 
Payden (Cara) Sorensen and John Sorensen; Great-
Grandchildren: Seth Wolf; Hatten Kleemann, 
MaKlain Kleemann, Anistyn Sorensen, Martin 
Kleemann, Cree Sorensen, Huxley Sorensen, 
Holte Sorensen, Hayze Sorensen and Remington 
Sorensen; Brother: Daryl Sorensen; Brother-in-
law: Evan Burr; Sisters-in-law: Carole (Louis) 
Treiber, and Marlene (Roger) Ives; Brother-in-
law: Jerry (Anne) Schettler and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Forget the Rodeo

Hey there breaker breaker
got the pedal to the floor?

Set in going home gear
West bound on 94.

You’ve been driving these rigs
For so many years don, 

Hey, how ‘bout ya skeeter
You got your ears on?

From koch to double s
You know it ain’t a joke, 

That after millions of miles
You ended up flatbroke!

Horses, cows and sheep, oh my!
Coal and grains and oil too

It’s hard to believe that 
Your hauling days are through.

Pull in and shut her down.
Get some rest tonight.

‘Cause there’s a honey to do list
Waiting for you at first light!

Forget the western channel
And forget the rodeo!

If jackie has her way 
You’ll haul her to the casino!

-Heather l. Gerard 7/13/2011



Donald Sorensen
FUNERAL SERVICE:

Tuesday, January 25, 2022 10:00 am
Stevenson Funeral Home
Dickinson, North Dakota

PRAYER SERVICE:
Monday, January 24, 2022 6:00 pm

Stevenson Funeral Home
Dickinson, North Dakota

OFFICIATING:
Chris Gerard

PALLBEARERS:
Tyrel Sorensen           Payden Sorensen
Cody Kleemann               Chris Gerard 
Seth Wolf                       Scot Sorensen

HONORARY PALLBEARERS:
John Sorensen             Dennis Schettler
Kenneth Voigt                  Wade While 
Jim Voigt                          John Senger  
Chris Sorensen                     Terry Burr
Gary Sorensen                     Gene Ness 
Richard Rasch            Clifford Ferebee
Joe Senger                Clancie Sorensen 

Ernie Riegel

INTERMENT:
Halliday Cemetery 

Halliday, North Dakota

ARRANGEMENTS BY:
Stevenson Funeral Home
Dickinson, North Dakota

Lunch will be served at Stevenson Funeral Home 
following the funeral service.

Everyone is welcome.


