
Karen Cecelia (Zimmel) Ammerman was born in 

Alexandria, MN on October 30, 1943 to Andrew and 

Dorathea (Muyres) Zimmel. She was baptized and 

confirmed at St. Nicholas Catholic Church. She attended 

and graduated from Osakis High School in 1961. Following 

her schooling, Karen moved down to Minneapolis and 

started working for the Northwestern Bell Telephone 

Company. She worked her way from starting as a 

switchboard operator to a group chief operator.  

 

Karen met Paul Ammerman and the two were united in 

marriage on April 24, 1965 in Belle River. She was 

fortunate to be able to retire at the age of 48 and move on to 

a hobby farm in Villard with Paul. Karen spent her time 

taking care of the animals, tending to a garden and a 

greenhouse, and enjoying the outdoors. Karen also enjoyed 

traveling, fishing, and camping. She liked to spend her free 

time playing cards, doing puzzles, and reading. In 2012, she 

moved closer to Alexandria to be with her sister, Ramona. 

Karen moved to Grand Arbor in 2019 where she continued 

living until her time of passing. 

 

She was a member of the Lowry Legion Auxiliary, 

Christian Mothers, Ladies Bowling in Osakis and the Red 

Hat Club. Karen will always be remembered for her kind 

smile; being a bonus grandma to her great-nieces and 

nephews; and for bringing the family together every 4th of 

July. 

 

On October 2, 2020, Karen passed away at Alomere Health 

at the age of 76. She is survived by many close family and 

friends. She is preceded in death by her parents; four 

brothers: Darrel, Vincent, Romuald, and Kerry Zimmel; 

three sisters: Arlene Stedje, Violet LeRoy, and Ramona 

Radil; two nieces: Judith Bond and Kristen Stedje; and one 

nephew: Lee Radil. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

God hath not promised 

skies always blue, 

Flower strewn pathways 

all our lives through; 

God hath not promised 

sun without rain, 

Joy without sorrow, 

peace without pain. 
 

But God hath promised 

strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, 

light for the way, 

Grace for the trials, 

help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy, 

undying love… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of 
 

Karen Cecelia 

Ammerman 
 

October 30, 1943    

October 2, 2020 
 

Mass of Christian Burial  

St. Bartholomew Catholic Church 

Villard, Minnesota 

Saturday, October 10, 2020, 10:30 AM 
 

Officiant 

Reverend Father Joe Vandeberg 
 

Music By 
Ann Foley 

 

Casket Bearers 

 Max Radil Glen Zimmel 

 Warren Stedje Brian Zimmel 

 Bob Catalani Brad Zimmel 
 

 

Interment 
St. Nicholas Catholic Cemetery 

Belle River, Minnesota 
 

Arrangements 

Anderson Funeral Home - Alexandria, Minnesota 

 

 


