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NOVEMBER 18, 1934 — JANUARY 6, 2024

Services At:
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church - Morris, Minnesota

The Angels gathered near your bed,

SO very close to you
For they knew the W
that you were going through

| thought about so many things,
as | held tightly to your hand.
Oh, HOW | WISHED that you were strong
and happy once again.

But your eyes were looking homeward,
to that place beyond the sky.
Where JESUS held H|s outstretched arms,

it was time 5’@7 My@

| struggled with my SELFISH THOUGHTS,
for | wanted you to stay.
So we could walk and talk again,
like we did - just yesterday.

But JESUS KNEW THE ANSWER,
and | knew He loved you so.
So | gave to you life’s greatest gift,

taof letting go.

Now my heart will carry MEMORIES
of the love you gave to me

Z{H/ﬁ/ Wln heaven,

where the best is yet to be.

Thursday - January 11, 2024 - 10:30 a.m.

Officiating Clergy:
Reverend Michael Hanson

Reader:
Kathy Bahr

Musician:
Shirley Hanson

Soloist:
Greg Sperr

Urnbearer:
Eli Greeley

Honorary Urnbearers:
Ava Greeley, Hadlee Bahr, Rory Greeley

Interment:
Summit Cemetery
Morris, Minnesota
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Gerald ‘Jerry’ Wallace Bahr was born on November 18, 1934, to his parents Edward and
LaVeta (Martin) Bahr at home in Pepperton Township, Stevens County, Minnesota. He was the
youngest of three sons. Jerry was baptized February 1, 1940, at the Methodist Church in Morris.
Jerry started his education at District 15 Country School. When that school closed, he continued
his education in Alberta, graduating from Alberta High School in 1954. Following high school,
Jerry began farming with his dad in Scott Township by renting one-quarter section of land (minus
a large slough and power lines) from his parents on shares. In return for use of machinery, he
helped his dad and brother Don farm their land. This began a tradition of each one farming their
own land but working together. These three (and their families) continued to farm together for
many years. After their parents’ retirement, Don and Jerry continued to farm together with Jerry’s
son Scott coming on board; Jerry’s son Jason was later added to the operation. There is no doubt
that Jerry was a proud IH red machinery farmer. Jerry enjoyed time on the farm working on
different projects and also enjoyed helping the “boys” in the farm and wood shops with their
various projects, “supervising” and assisting. Through the years, Jerry spent most of his time
grain farming of corn and soybeans and raising livestock which included farrow to finish hog
production. As more and more technology such as Auto-Steer (a tractor that steers itself) arrived
at the farm, Jerry was more than willing to give it a try, although at times it was a challenge and
he would just shake his head. He officially retired from farming in 2022, at the age of 88. In all
of his years of farming, he always enjoyed having a passenger in the buddy-seat so he could have
some interesting and educational conversations with the youngsters. Those memories will be
cherished by all who were able to sit next to him. When he was age 13, he contracted polio and
was hospitalized for an extended period of time at the University of Minnesota Hospital and
Elizabeth Kenny Institute. He never let this disability hinder him to carry out his daily life and
duties on the farm. He was certainly admired for this.

He met Sharon Greiner after being introduced by friends, and they were married on October 17,
1959, at Peace Lutheran Church in Morris. After they wed, they rented a farmstead from Jerry’s
parents which they bought and lived at for 40 years. They raised three sons; Scott, Timothy and
Jason. In 1999, Jerry and Sharon built a home on the farm he was born on. They lived there for 24
years. Due to Jerry’s health issues, they both moved to The Legacy in Morris in August of 2023.
Jerry enjoyed traveling with his wife Sharon and friends on many trips over the years, either by
bus or air travel. Their most memorable trips together were those to Alaska and New Zealand.
Their trips enabled them to be in all 50 states which he was very proud to say, and most of
Canada. Most days at some point a person could find Jerry at a local coffee shop with friends,
having great conversation while keeping up on community news and shaking dice. Of course, the
coffee would need to be accompanied by a cookie or two. Bonanza and Gunsmoke were his
favorite programs to watch on television, among others. Jerry was an avid bird watcher and made
sure the feeders were filled in all seasons of the year. He and Sharon spent many hours working
outside together, beautifying their yards with different projects; perhaps he was the farmer who
just never stopped working until the day was done. Over the years, they enjoyed attending
activities of their sons and grandchildren. Jerry enjoyed playing cards with friends and family. He
also liked to drive around looking at the crops. Most importantly, he and Sharon enjoyed time
spent together with family during the holidays. Jerry was a kind-hearted and giving person who
you could always count on. His sense of humor and gentle teasing always made a person feel
good, especially the little ones. Jerry had a strong relationship with God. He said that being a
farmer you have to have a strong faith in God, especially after planting the seeds. His legacy will
carry on through his family down the generations. He will be missed dearly by family and all who
called him friend.

Jerry died peacefully, surrounded by his family, on Saturday, January 6, 2024, at The Legacy in
Morris. He was 89 years old.

Jerry is survived by his wife of 64 years, Sharon of Morris; sons: Scott (Kathy) Bahr of Morris,
Timothy Bahr of Donnelly, and Jason (Regina Patton) Bahr of Morris; 4 grandchildren: Jordan
Bahr of Duluth, Christa (Cody) Greeley of Morris, Brody (CaliJo) Bahr of Morris, and Shawn
Bahr of Spicer; 4 great-grandchildren: Eli, Ava, and Rory Greeley and Hadlee Bahr; sisters-in-
law: Barbara Gobernatz of Morris and Renae (Bill) Nelson of Amery, WI; and brother-in-law,
Keith Bastin of Centuria, WI; and several nieces and nephews. Jerry is preceded in death by his
parents; brothers: James and Donald; brothers-in-law: Merlin Greiner and Marlin Greiner; sisters-
in-law: Bergetta Bahr, Donna Bahr and Coleen Bahr; mother-in-law Frances Bastin; step father-in
-law Ray Bastin and father-in-law Carl Greiner.




