the

couple of winters ago, when Ferguson was
regularly on the front page, but before the list of
cities had grown to include Charleston,
Baltimore, and Baton Rouge, the New York Times
published a selection of readgrenned poems about race
relations in the United States. Tenyearold Natalia
Immordino began her poem like this:
O4EA OEAAA 1T £ A DPAOOI
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Those words have remained in my mind, challenging me
in all that has happened in our country sindeuse labels

and stereotypes more than | realize, subconsciously
making assumptions about people based on a few things
that | know about them.But when a taxi driver tells me

Messenger
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February is Black History Month, in which our country
deliberately makes space to learn and tell stories from a
particular group of people who have historically and
systematically been silenceddnd so it is an opportune
month to listen intently or to seek out perspectives and

histories that often go untold.In just a short time spent
reading online, | found a rich trove of African American

R teiel el Caun% repsh aa;mgéhxgg o ¢
UndergrounditcjzulroajE abo IRev S|ah Henson
who led slaves to freedom along what is now Rockville
Pike.l read stories of freed slaves living in communities in
Poolesville and Sandy Spring, and of the decaliewy
struggle for equal access to housing. | learned about the
work to desegregate Glen Echo Park and the BCC

AAT 0O EEO 0i180 OAEAT AA £EAEHIMPIRY o, A Rbopt dhe membded nitiatve © 7 A

runner for a couple of miles of the Crescent Trail, or when
the woman in the checkout line goes into detail about
discovering a recipe that enticed her elderly mother to
eat again, the people | encounter become suddenly
distinct and memorable Stories stick with us and add
dimensions to people we used to pass over or judge
without really seeing them. And when we learn to
empathize and connect with those who used to be
01 OEAOOh6 OEAI
face of God in the people we medEhoosing to make
space for storiesAAAPIT U
telling our own, ragged edges and-alk a powerful tool
against the dehumanizing forces that allow us to fear,
ignore, or even hate one another.

Jesus was all about storiekstead of being satisfied with

the local gossip or stereotypes, Jesus stopped whatever

he was doing to talk to tax collectors and thieves, sick
people and outcasts, and he listened to their livés.
parables, he painted strangers into neighbors: a poor

man named Lazarus; a wayward son and a jealous

brother; a wounded traveler and a compassionate
Samaritan.* AOO 06
impossible to go on pretending that certain people don't
matter, or that exclusion or callousness are ever
justified. Because once you step into someone's story,
it's hard to disconnect your humanity, your identity as a
child of God, from theirs.

xA AOA AAI Aﬁx
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integrate Kenwood Country Club after the DC mayor was
refused entrance for a speaking engagement.

Stories make up the fabric of our community, and
knowing the ways that we are tied together empowers us
to love more fully. As we make our way through our
sermon series oitheGospel Next Dopwe are learning to

Walk/drive/ride the streets of Montgomery County the

SRORP 4 '?'o’ﬁ]ﬁémxoﬁOE A AAL

ope that you WI|| take time onth to learn'a new

E A ClEI:
deeper%everpo?s%anné‘g?wgn S(C)'a‘meor;neg you8 already know,

or some digging into the lessémown histories of your
neighborhood. There is also an opportunity to engage in

open and honest dialogue about racism in our
communities and nation: OrFebruary 18 - 11" and )
March 360h 1T AAOAU 308 -AOE8O0 00

invited us to participate in an event calletiheology,
Racism, and Christian Practidé you would like more
information or want to register, come talk to me, or visit
saintmarkpresby.org.

~N diff hi h, |
Rma&eﬁv@hfepfogethe ie'&t @O f %{%It&/t I nt

pray that our e richer, our treatment of
each other gentler, and our hope for a world without walls
strengthened by the love of God that we find when we
listen deeply to our neighbors.

Peace, Rev. Kara

BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

x BETHESDAUMC@WASHMOREFEET.ORG

x 301-652 -2990


http://saintmarkpresby.org/

CHURCH WORKS

- Finance Corner

__ Thank you for your generous giving at
——= the end of 2016 and for your strong
pledging for 2017. Through your gifts
and our careful use of those gifts, we finished 2016
with a very small deficit after starting the year with a
large ($25,000) deficit in the Church budget. We were
able to maintain all of our programs and activities that
we value so highly.

For this year, we have been able to, with your pledged
gifts, construct a balanced budget that maintains most
programs with some small investments into our most
critical programs. We have added funding #ids With
Purpose our Sunday morning program for young
children, andHigh Voltageour program for % and &"
grade students. We have also brought back our adult
Volunteers In Missigorogram, which will be traveling
to South Carolina in March to work on flood restoration
projects.

These investments come with a certain amount of
sacrifice. We are deferring salary increases for all staff
for the second consecutive year. We have made some
cuts to building maintenance. All other programs were
limited to the amount of money they spent last year.
Nevertheless, we have achieved a balanced budget,
which is important for the sustained viability of our
Church.

If you would like to support our ministries and budget

by making a pledge toward 2017, you can still do that.
Pledge cards are in the pew racks or you can contact
OEA AEOOAE 1 EEEAAS

pledging this year. You have answered with a
OAOT 01 AET ¢ 0O9AO0AD®G

Carl Eichenwald , Finance Chair

Want to give on-line?

There are two easy ways to keep up with your givi
AOGAT E£ UT O xI1T66 AR E|
From our website

(washmorefeet.org), AL

AT EAE 11 0O EO miaim
OAl AAO O/ PAOA Wtpky

or scan the QR code here
with your cell phone.

Thanks for your continued support of our ministries.

—
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"M,Mm Chatter: Onward!

January very quickly is behind us and BUMC moves into
and through the final weeks of winter after an excellent
and heart warming holiday season.

BUMC BUDGET:Last month, the Church Council
turned to the 2017 budget. After much hard work, soul
searching and prayer, a balanced budget was enacted
for the first time in years. The final number of $848,633
was achieved through the rigorous work of Finance
Chair, Carl EichenwaldTreasurer,Heidi Hansonand
the entire Finance Committee. Our committee chairs
also deserve enormous credit for their critical
participation in the process. As of November, the
church was facing a significant deficit. But an energetic
stewardship campaign, led by Roger Conley, combined
with your responsive generosity, enabled us to close
the gap.

Balancing the budget was not without pain. Most areas
took modest cuts or remained flat. Of primary regret,
we were unable to provide increases for the staff for
the second year in a row. The goal for the current year
is to combine spending discipline with continued
stewardship success in a manner that enables us to
provide appropriate increases, particularly for our team
of wonderful pastors.

LEADERSHIP RETREATAs mentioned last month,

the Church Council will undertake a leadership retreat

on February #A0 OEA AEOOAES /] 6¢C
been to read through the book of Acts, which teaches

c?f tg] emejrqe ea dlgrov% of T 8 Fal hin }he very
earliest days o the C urch ach of us then re Iects our
yers in a journal with the goal of

00 1T x1 AT A OEA

/|

discipleship .

GREETING VISITOREinally, please keep in mind the
affirmative welcoming of visitors at our worship
services. Rev. Kara has on occasion asked us to look for
xQidiokTEPR xA AITT60 ETIT x xEAI
greeting each other in the Narthex. Rev. Jenny reports
OEAO xA AiT1O0ET OA Ol OAcOl .
Arhake them welcome. It is a satisfying proffer of good

Ad il and fellowship for each of us and for BUMC as a

whole.

God blessJohn Euler
Chair, Church Council



FOOTWASHING OPPORTUNITIES

§ Adult Mission Trip
3) 0860 110 O11

| our Volunteers in Mission (VIM) team,
'which is headed down to Charleston, SC
: 2 !ln March to help repair damage from the
October 2015 flooding. The trip March 58" - 11" and
the cost is $400, which includes lodging,
transportation, food, and a donation to our host church
in South Carolina. Interested in joining us? Please
contactNicole Milligarat ncmilligan@gmail.com.

Toiletry Drive

‘W Kids with Purposés collecting toiletry
EOQAI O OI 00pPbPI 00
ministry, which provides use of our
shower facilities to those in neeilease
consider donating travesize shampoo, conditioner,
soap, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, or flossltems can be dropped off in the
marked bin in the Narthexthrough February 19

First Sunday Missions

There are two ways you can make a differente
on the first Sunday of every month!

Sandwich Sunday
Sandwiches are collected the
Sunday of every month and can
brought to the church kitchen in the morning. They
are taken to- A O O E A GnODC4ardAdIstAbuted by
- A+ AT 1T A8 GnobileAv@iisito those in nedd
throughout the city. Each sandwich must
individually wrapped. For more information, contdct
Bruce Smitlismithbruce@verizon.net).

finst

‘ ™ Hospitality Kits
W . [cCome lend a hand assembling Hospital
BN Kits in the Narthex orSunday, February
5" after the 11:00 a.m. morning worshjp
service. Collection of the following items is ongoing:
individual apple sauce cups, granola bapscks o
sandwich crackers, handiwipes (individually packaged)
& plastic spoonsYou can place your donations in the
tub in the Narthex. Be sure to pick up a few completed
EEOO O1 Ui 6811l AA OAAAU
people in need that you might pass on the street. For
more info, contacDavid Kinddlkingl@hotmail.com)

ty
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. Souper Bowl
- SFEC a}]‘ngAA PAOO 1 E
The youth are collecting canned food/
other nonperishables and cash
. donations forBethesda HELBn Super
Bowl Sunday, February . Vote for your favorite
team, the New England Patriotsr the Atlanta Falcons

with your donation and help feed the hungry in our
community at the same time.

f" Trustees Work Day
e AGEO OEI x OI 1A |
WSO @Entlg§ﬂ at BUMC! Come lend a
hand to our Trustees as they lead us in some cleaning
and small repair projects around the building on
Saturday, February 28 starting at 9:00 a.m. All skill
levels are welcome! For more information, contaain
Long (jimslong53@gmail.com) or Tony Andrews
(andrewsa@leidos.com).

Adult Leaders Needed
#"5-#60 UT OOE AOA DA«
Faith In ActionMission Trips this
summer and we are still in need of
adults to sign up to go along with us to
help chaperone the group and serve as
crew leaders during the week. Basic painting or
construction skills are helpful, but certainly not
required. Our first trip is to Harrisburg, PA duly 2% -

28" and is for middle school youth. A second group of
OAT ET O EECE Ui OOE EO HIKAAA
30" - August 4". Please contacNick HaigleE £ U1 08
interested in serving as a leader on either of these trips.

Advocacy Day

Let your voice be heard! You are invited to
join Rev. Jennynd Rev. Karaat the BW
ConferenceMaryland Legislative Advocacy
Day on Wednesday, February 1% 8:30
a.m. - 2200 p.m. The day begins at Asbury UMC in
Annapolis and will include advocacy training, issues
discussions (climate justice, housing discrimination,
and paid sick Ieave) office visits with Iegislators and
| A OOAI AAO £O8
pleéase register bygebruary gAA%eDc%Eslt §$1§ éndg
copies of the registration form are available in the
church office. If you have any questions, cont&eth
Reilly(beth_reilly@earthlink.net).
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FIND YOUR PLACE

Young Adult
Group

Be sure to mark your

AT 860 %OAT ET C
Our group of readers is gathering 7, @
Wednesday, February 1% to dISCUS\‘, —

Bel Cantoby Ann Patchett (a nove m;N;;E

calendars for our chureh OEAOGBO DPAOO ET OAT 11 A R
- wide trivia challenge on part psychological thriller set in Sou g
Saturday, February 11 at 5:30 p.m Our Young Adult America). For more info, including ol .
group is at the top of our game after many years of  meeting location (we rotate betwee PATALHET
playing trivia around Bethesdaet's show people what homes), contact Dawn Lowrie
we've learned! Feel free to form your own teams with (ddlowrie@comcast.net). Our group is open to all
friends from outside of church, or contafev. Karaf women. Feel free to drop in on discussions as your
you're looking for BUMC teammates. interests and schedule allow.
We'll also get together after thel1:00 a.m.worship
service orSunday, February 26. We'll eat lunch, play . Save the Date for the
some games, and do a service project fra@115-2:30 AT 60 3POEI]
p.m. Meet in the library with some cash for ordering May 5- 7
lunch (or bring a brown bag lunch), and feel free to Rehoboth Beach. DE
invite a friend. RSVP tRev. Kara Guest SpeakeiRev. Meredith Wilkirarnold
from Calvary UMC in Annapolis
Bethesda rom calvary nnapols)
. For more info, contacBusie Sabatano
Lunch Thlng (sabatanos@comcast.net)
In or around Bethesda during the week and
free for lunch? OuBethesda Lunch Thin@LT) group : Z
is getting together onThursday, February 18, 12:30 Thlrd Age Cafe
p.m., at Bistro Lazee#8009 Norfolk Ave). Join us for g ©5+ and free for lunch? The
some faith talk and the chance to get to know some ; BUMC staff are hosting a
BUMCers a little better. RSVP Rev. JennAT A x AGE luncheon —on Tuesday,
save you a seat at the table! February 7, 12:30 p.m, in
= S &1 01 AAROOGG (Al 8
Fam||y Support Group the Narthex or by contacting the church office. Hope
Are you caring for an aging parent or other ~ YOU can join us for some good food and fellowship to
17T OAA T1TAe -AUAA Ui 65 &RsegartepvnerciillE A1 1 A1 cAA
by the responsibilities of parenting young . o
AEEI AOAT 8 7EAOGAOGAO Ui 060 . PBGFI'FOEDPLI 6504
overwhelmed and could use some support yourself, we . .
invite you to be part of ouFamily Support Grou@®ur - Grille Gatherlng
next gathering is scheduled fofuesday, February "w. Join the BUMC men for good food and
21%, 7:30 p.m.ContactRev. Jenngr Rev. Kar& £ U1 O 8 AR==)  even better conversation at our monthly
like to be part of the group. \—J breakfast gathering on Wednesday,
February #, 6:30 a.m, at theOld Georgetown Grille
14, First Steps
"5-#80 &EOOO 30ADO COI Fe\é?nl,@g@lst@\dﬁ%‘ AEEIT AOAT
4 EA AT6O '0O1I OPp EO bDPIATTE

and their parents will have their monthly play
date onSaturday, February 4, 9:30- 11:00 a.m.in
the church nursery) 068 0 A COAAOD
know other parents of little ones in our church
community. If you have any questions, contaghna
Broomealbroome04@gmail.com)

group forWednesday, February bat 8:00 p.m.Stay

1 DI tgj'@(b‘@r H]Q)“lenfmatlor@qh our ®pic and location.

y £ UT O EAOA NOAOGOGEITT O AAT O
contactJack Fishdjrfisher57@yahoo.com).
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Song Circle Trivia Night

B Like to sing and play an instrument? ;

S8l Come share your songs with other Fundraiser

BUMC musicians at ouSong Circle « -=Want to help support our

on Sunday, February 8 2:00 - 4:00 Volunteers in Mission Team that is
p.m. We'll meet in the Sanctuary (so the piano will be headed to South Carolina in March to help repair flood
available to use); bring your guitar or other instrument AAl A CAe %_O Al E ’CE_ Ul 66 0A 110
if you want. I'll bring some hand percussion. When its ~€an still make a difference! Join us Gaturday,
your turn, you can either sing and play a song on your ~February 1T'_5530 pmgh EI &I Ol ATe@nOd  (
own, ask others to join in, or request a song from the Trivia Fundraisewhich will benefit the work of our VIM
group. We're hoping to hold these informal song circles ~ 1€am, while also testing your knowledge of useless
monthly if there's enough interest. ContacKelly information!

Diamond Kelly20814@gmail.comwith questions.

You can form your own team ($45 for a max of 5
PDAT PIAQqQ T O OECiI Ob EIT AEOE,
HNE Blble BOOk ClUb match you with a team. We have a professional trivia

E caller coming to lead the action, and prizes will be
Our Bible Book Club is more than A x AOAA A A 7R811 EAOA DPEUUA

halfway finished with our quest to read 5 pyring a snack or dessert to share. To sign up, contact
the entire Bible this school year! Our monthly meeting  Njicole Milligarat ncmilligan@gmail.com.

will be at5:30 p.m.on Sunday, February 28, in the
library. We'll discuss what we've read this month,
including our feelings about the ending of Job, what's
in 1 and 2 Corinthians thatloesn't get read at
weddings, and how Psalms have been used in worship
throughout the ages.If you have questions or want to

SctFi Film Series

Our 4part SciFi Film Series
continues this month, wrapping up
on February §. Join us on

be added to our weekly email list, contaRev. Kara Thursdays 7:30 9:00 p.m.in Room 207 as we explore
the intersection of faith and science fiction (ravity,
pr— Shrove Tuesd ay and !nterstella_lr Participants are invited to wat_ch each
: movie on their own or on th&aturday preceding the
(;\-gf‘{f Pancake Supper discussion at 7:30 p.mat Brian Sliker & Iris D&zl EE A O ¢
#A1 AAOAOA 0O&A OancakeA O ANBUSE FRre m@e getails, contact Brian & Iris
Suppelhere at BUMC oifrebruary 28'. The youth will (irisbrian2000@verizon.net).

be flipping pancakes and cooking up some delicious
sides from5:30 - 7:00 pm.ET &1 O1 AAOOG| ( &L Btk Adim.
proceeds will benefit our youth mission trips. Take a ééve the ddte'
night off from cooking and invite a friend to join you. VBS isJune 26-30,

9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

i% A LOOk Into Children ages 3 througH"s Q\/YWQ
Deaf Culture grade are invited to come join

e ‘ What does it mean to be deaf? O_E AA \'CEOT 8A A4AE\E,O\ UAADO O ..OE\E\AI’
8 8 How do deaf people experience OCAOl #Al OOAl d SEOAT ORO ¢

church? And how can BUMC become a more Interested in volunteering?
welcoming place for the deaf community? Join our | join us orSBunday, February 28, 12:15- 1:15 p.mfor
intern,  JillAnn  Meunier in the Crossroads a Volunteer Information Meeting in Room 207
Sunday School class or-ebruary 28" 9:50 a.m., _ _ _ ) o )

where she will share with us what she learned from her Online registration will begin in mitarch.
recent immersion trip into deaf culture in Jamaica. For more info, contaciennifer Knutsen
Come be part of the conversation in Room 205. (Jennifer@washmorefeet.org)
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YOUTH GROUP

Allyouth in grades&X ¥ AOA ET OEOAA OI AA PAOO T & "5-:
For more info, contact Nick Haigler (nick@washmorefeet.org)

s Sunday, February 8

% Super Bowl Sunday
)y 060 ¢i ET ¢ Ol
help out with theSouper Bowl of Caring the morning
and then join us for a Super Bowl party in the evening!

Souper Bowl of Caring: 7 A8 OA
congregation to donate canned goods fd@ethesda
HELP on Super Bowl SundayThe youth will be
collecting the food donations before both morning

services. Meet Nick in the Narthex and come lend a
30D

EAT A8 , A060 OAA xEEAE

giving game!
Super Bowl Party:Come cheer on your favorite
team and enjoy some favorite football munchies at the

AOEEI

our church, will be leading the discussions, which will
be based on the Christian curriculum, Good Sex 2.0.

AR A DUGRE L IREUALRIMC o p0,pm. on Friday

expects to return back around the same time on
Saturday. The cost of the weekend is $75 and the
deadline to register is Februany's

1(; OEA
Uesday, February 28

Pancake Supper Fundraiser
. )y 060 OEI A O CAO #

a/l their parents are needed to help

1 0uh ith cookild ahd seup/dleanO E A

| -up at our Shrove Tuesday

" Pancake Supper The proceeds

from this event will benefit this

&l 61 AAGI 60 EITA jivox $AI 33 L A8 Aqé&éu %%E%Og@é@%c} goég
0
AKé?kll éE:EAIEIO /EAAOI had;g/zi\cp Dg? I| ?zoﬁl S a§8°|p%”'c' ”ta \ [0 Sign up fOFaSh'ft
0- 6:00 p.m. or% :008: pm and get ready for a

Sunday, February 12

Worship Feast

Our 2% Sunday Worship Feast
tradition is back on track this month.
Common Groundur youth praise band will rehearse at
5:00 p.m., and the rest of the youth who are not in the
band should arrive at 6:00 p.m. to join the band
members for dinner followed by the chance to help
lead Evensong worship at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, February 18
Fusion Where Fun

& Faith Meet)

Come be part of a new monthly UMYF traditidrysion
Night, a blend of fun (games & other activities) and
FAEOE OAI E8 ) 080 AIl
church friends and also take some time to talk about
things that really matter. Join us, 5:30:00 p.m. in the
Youth Room.

Senior High youth are invited to be part
: : of a Sex and Spirituality Retreain
February 24 - 25" at West River CenteRev. Jenny
and Nick Haigleralong with several other adults from

i DD OQuAdayivarch 1)

night of food and fun!

Coming in March...

Lenten Small Group:The youth are once again
having our very own Lenten Small Group which will
meet weekly throughout LentTuesdays, 7:30- 9:00
pm8q AO OEA &i Oi AAG&&G". ET i
Sign up in the Narthex!

30 Hour Famine/Youth
Sunday: Due to scheduling
conflicts, the30 Hour Faminieas

been bumped back a week

to March 17“ 18", Make plans now to be part of the
special time of fasting to help raise funds f@vorld
Visio®@ 7AG611 Al O EAOA OEA |
the congregation about our experience oNouth .
EAOA £O1 xEQOE U

Bring Us Your Buttons!
The youth are trying to collect over 10,000
buttons for a speciaB0 Hour Famingroject

during Lent. Please dig through your jupk

drawer at home and bring any unneeded buttons|to
church. You can leave them (preferably in a ziplock
bag with a count of the number enclosed!) in the
bucket in the Narthex by March $2Thanks!




Young Adult
UMCOR Day

MLK
Morning of
Service

Over 75 BUMCers of all ages joined

us on their day off for a morning of

service in honor of Martin Luther

King, Jr. A team of volunteers

worked in the kitchen to make
casseroles for homebound
members and loaves of bread for

the Bread Brigade. We also had
volunteers working to assemble
hospitality kits and Manna Sacks

AT A AAAT OAOA 6 Al Al OE
and paper flowers for Walter Reed

ATA 5-#60 "TAOA 1T &£ #EEI AAAOAS
Thank you to everyone who came

out for this truly intergenerational

event!
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A group of young adults from BUMC spent a day in Mechanicsville, PA
last month lending a hand at the UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) warehouse and learning more about the work of
this organization.



