
Evelyn Mae Petersen was born in Alexandria, Minnesota on May 1, 
1925 to Fred and Mary (Zaviska) Schwartz.  She attended and 
graduated from Alexandria High School in 1943. Following her 
schooling, Evelyn moved to Minneapolis for a short time before 
returning to Alexandria.  She worked for Powers Department Store 
as an administrative assistant and as an operator for the 
Alexandria telephone company.  On February 9, 1946, Evelyn was 
united in marriage to Arthur “Clyde” Petersen at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Alexandria, MN.  In 1951 the couple moved to 
Columbia Heights for work opportunities.  The couple raised their 
family and stayed in the area until Clyde retired in 1978. They 
moved to back to Alexandria and built a home on Lake Ida. Clyde 
passed away on July 30, 2003, and Evelyn stayed in the area until 
2011 when she moved to New Brighton to be closer to her family. 
 
Evelyn had a passion for flowers and loved to garden. She also 
enjoyed cooking and baking, especially creating her own recipes. 
Evelyn loved to decorate and had a knack for finding a bargain 
wherever she shopped. 
 
Evelyn was strong in her faith being a longtime member of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, when she lived in Alexandria, Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church in Columbia Heights, and St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church in New Brighton. 
 
Evelyn passed away on Tuesday, August 25, 2020 at Brightondale 
Assisted Living in New Brighton, MN. 
 
Evelyn is survived by her three children: Dan (Dianne) Petersen of 
Port Charlotte, FL, Charlotte (Lyle Watne) Kroska of Alexandria, 
and Jeanne (Joel) Andrychowicz of Lino Lakes; five grandchildren: 
Vicki (Steve) Nims, Mark (Kim) Petersen, Joel Jr. (Amy) 
Andrychowicz, Noelle (Patrick Butler) Andrychowicz, and Michelle 
Christenson; and seven great-grandchildren: Derick and Mia 
Petersen, Gina and Mackenzie Nims, Owen and Ethan Christenson.  
She is preceded in death by her husband, parents, and great-
grandson: Tyler Nims. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

The Day God Called You Home 
 

God looked around His garden 

and found an empty space. 

Then He looked down upon the earth 

and saw your tired face. 

He put his arms around you, 

lifted you to rest. 

God’s garden must be beautiful, 

for He only takes the best. 
 

He knew that you were suffering. 

He knew you were in pain. 

He saw the road was getting rough, 

and the hills were hard to climb. 

So He closed your weary eyes, 

and whispered, “Peace be thine”. 
 

It broke our hearts to lose you, 

but you did not go alone. 

For part of us went with you, 

the day God called you home. 
 

 

 

In Loving Memory of 
 

 

 

Evelyn Mae Petersen 
 

May 1, 1925    August 25, 

2020 
 

Graveside Service 

St. Mary’s Cemetery 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

Wednesday, September 2, 

2020 

1:00 PM 
 

Officiant 

 Reverend Father  

Steve Binsfeld 
 

Musical Selections  

On Eagle’s Wings 

Amazing Grace 
 

Pallbearers 

“Evelyn’s Family” 
 

Entombment 

St. Mary’s Cemetery Mausoleum 

Alexandria, Minnesota 
 

Arrangements 

Anderson Funeral Home 

Alexandria, Minnesota 
 

 


