Eleatrice Louretta (Peffer) Thorpe was born in Sauk Centre, MN on April 21,
1934 to Leo and Susan (Haiden) Peffer. She was baptized and confirmed in
the Catholic faith. She attended parochial grade school and later graduated
from Brandon High School in 1952. After losing her Mother at the age of 18
following her schooling, Lea worked as a waitress at the Traveler’s Inn and
then at the train depot in Fergus Falls. She moved down to the cities when
she was offered the opportunity to be a nanny. After moving back home to
care for her Father in Millerville, Lea met George Thorpe, the love of her life
at a Wednesday night dance in Urbank. The two were united in marriage on
April 14, 1955 in Fergus Falls. The couple moved to Parkers Prairie where
they started their family. In the early 1960s the couple moved into Lea’s
childhood home in Millerville where she raised her children until her
youngest started school.

She obtained her driver’s license, so she could drive herself to Chet’s
Lakeside Inn where she worked until she retired. Her work was her second
home and she had a great love for all her co-workers.

George, her husband, passed away July 26, 1997 after a long battle with
cancer. Lea was very fortunate for her faith, family, and close friends always
surrounding her with love constantly. Her love of family was so important to
her.

Lea was a very active life-long member at Our Lady of Seven Dolors Catholic
Church. She was a member of the Christian Mothers, the church prayer
circle, and the funeral committee. Lea was a dedicated member of the
Ladies Auxiliary. Lea was a wonderful cook. Her children and their friends
always looked forward to her amazing caramel rolls and fresh breads after
school! She also enjoyed gardening, canning, playing cards, sewing, and
expressing her artistic abilities, especially with her beautiful children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

She was able to live at home in Millerville until she moved to her new
“home” at Edgewood Vista in 2017. Her time spent at Edgewood was truly
remarkable surrounded by loving staff members, devoted caregivers and
the Comfort Care from Hospice.

Lea passed away on Friday, November 13, 2020, at the age of 86 at
Edgewood Vista in Alexandria with children by her side. She is survived by
her children: Carol (Rick) Maxwell, Bonnie (Steve) Nordlund, Terry (Steve
Beheng) Gaarsland, Gary (Debbie) Thorpe, Mary Kay (Randy) Feeks.
Numerous Grandchildren, Great-Grandchildren, nieces and nephews. She is
preceded in death by her husband: George, her Granddaughter: Tonya
Gaarsland, her son in-law: Tim Gaarsland, her parents: Leo & Susan

Peffer, 2 brothers: Leo and Clair Peffer and her sister: Ruth Schecker.
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The Day God Called You Home

God looked around His garden
and found an empty space.
Then He looked down upon the earth
and saw your tired face.

He put his arms around you,
lifted you to rest.

God'’s garden must be beautiful,

for He only takes the best.

He knew that you were suffering.
He knew you were in pain.
He saw the road was getting rough,
and the hills were hard to climb.
So He closed your weary eyes,

and whispered, “Peace be thine”.

It broke our hearts to lose you,
but you did not go alone.
For part of us went with you,

the day God called you home.

In Memory of

Leatrice Louretta
Thorpe

April 21, 1934
T
November 13, 2020

Mass of Christian Burial
Our Lady of Seven Dolors
Millerville, Minnesota
Friday, November 20, 2020, 11:00 AM

Officiant
Father Peter VanderWeyst

Musician
Kim Byrne

Casket Bearers
Christopher Severson Craig Severson

Lynn Barton Shawn Nordlund
Todd Gaarsland Nicole Bettermann
Ryan Gaarsland Derrick Thorpe
Holli Thorpe Ashton Feeks

Honorary Casket Bearers
Antti Severson Adelade Severson
Ava Barton Wyatt Barton
Cain Severson Sonnie Severson
Kason Gaarsland Callen Gaarsland
Marvin Bettermann

Interment
Parkers Prairie Cemetery
Parkers Prairie, Minnesota



